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Grace, Mercy, and Peace, be m 
from God our Father, "and rp 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 


Spiritual Let YT 
eaſe of this cheyy theſe 
Diſcourſes 1s, oi Alarms the Secure, id __ 
Awaken the Sleeping World: Th# Chrift hath 
been a great Inviſible, yet be will Ap 
#0 the Confuſion -and Terror 'of bis A; 
Tho' be bath long brpt Silence, yet © be 'w 


out of Zion. - Tho bu pag; bath 
will Arr $ do Execution on, and LTH 
the Blood "of Impmnitent Sinnert. 


Men, and the penſin Hand Jerk, wi 
out all bs Enemies, Numb. 32. 23: Plal.'21; 
He that came at firſt to [+ ſave Mew from th 
Sins , yet being ſlighted, and rejeftid, will en 
a ſecond time to efroy Men for thay 1 
They that have not prized a Day # Bow Sake 
++ " ſhall Experience; 'and fee! a Day 
Deſtrucion.' How woeful wil x4 Eft ate 5 ag} 
ners be, when their own Accuſing Conſciences 
be as a fiery Oven,' P/al. 21. 9. within, and 
$ EY the IT of God be as « emo . | my 
' KID A 2 f ? 
'y OE Nees 
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48, be Sapported " 
T Co and C ) LPs Sy Fuel tot 
, bt will be wee" to: bave a Well ofSpirk 
al Water fpri up. within, Fobn 4. 14. 
© Wait ee, | to'barve a WWull- of Fare to 
ng in by Soul. Alvarez de Semedo, i 
Mi; \ bs 5 few {peaks of ſuch Webs of Fire, 
: from $ulphurow Mater, thatiburn and 
continually. The corruption 'af the: Soul al- 
{hoe will breed that Worm that* never dies. 1 
Regoyee ; Jus Diſcomrſes do ſtir u Sin- 
-F@ e/ca wption that is im the World 
"I TOUT. to. flee te frow tbe. Wrath ta come. 
| © Ropes 50 you, far  Ppraring for 
miſtsa yu Station, s 


5 ” 
= :. be 0 amy july gs if Thetth, "a 
8 £ | «1 | ave written, may Ro the Ad. 
| qpencement of your Salvation, ' and ſtir you upto 
| = prepare bo meer the Lord of Glory, and th (Hand bes 
7 mh Fadge of . the whole World, whoſe Eye, 

| _Srr_gs will. be dreadful to hardened . 
wee bt But that Chriſt. may appear as a 
i, Cui quia wr a and. as a Bride. 


Ty is the earneſt deſire of, - 
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'2 5 Theſ do 78: my 


And: ito you who! ra reft 
with us, "when the' Lord © BA £ 

\ ſhall - on revealed from RHeawe 
with'bis migbty Angels, ot Wa 

In flaming fare, _ taking .. vengeat + 3 
on them that know uot God, and. #. 54 
that obey. not the Goſpel of © ll 
Lord Fae Chr ar To EET 
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N: theſe two Verſes, there ate = b 

© weighty Truths; 2.: A Beneficthad will © 

# be - [beſtowed ;on Suffering Chiiftiansg... 

| wit retder Reit to thoje thatatts- 
And" Po "fpplics I 
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> ſhall be beſtowed ; it is when the Lord Jeſus 
'- ſhall be Revealed from Heaven. The tull 
Deliverance of the Oppreſſed Saints, is Suf- 
pended” till che Rkwion of Chriſt; he 


Thall then do Right to the: Oppreſſed; "and | 


execute Vengeance on the Oppreſlors : 
It is but reaſonable, that the Reſt of the 


deſired rv g ey bes Fog bu Thigh, and to 
ride groſperos ly - on "the, word of Truth apd 
axering on And Chrift is fer forth by 
iding on a white Horſe, with @a Byw im 
his Hand, and be went forth Contuering, and 
#0 Conquer. The Ghurch is compared to 
the Horſes in Pharaoh's Chariot, Cant. 1. 9. 
becauſe by her Miniſters ſhe draws the Spi- 
-ritaal ,and Victorious Chariot: of Chriſt 
froug ough the Werld. Though Chriſt hath a 
eſt, \as to his Perſon, in Heaven, and is 
| above the reach and rage” of his Enemies, 
- yet he is contending with, and fighting 
3 ainlt. his Enemies : He winning the 
Hearts of his Ele, ang cning them-in- 
to his Kingdom ; and he is breaking / 
+ Enemies to pieces, and. putting them! 
*his Feer, x Cos 15. 25,26, on$ ah jRte | 
will perke&, and fnilk-his, Work. bY + 
Sppfar as a Glorious and -Trins 


; og 9p.Do3:4 "He will; 4g 
1%; "On 4 
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oe old trend on the Reſt of 
P{al.'45- 3,4 Chriſt is now. 
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nphanyCon- 
eror, as one: that: bath.” 5 Y teld, 


(cs 
Throne -of his Glory a 2F. 
implies a perfe&t Re . he /ſhall' 3x 7 ad. 
make 'War nd more, his People ſhall enter * 
into. -tiis Palace,' Pol 45.14, 15. and (it> 
down with him in his: Throne,; Per. $217, 
and his Enemies ſhall/ be adjudged to: Tory. 
menting Firs and be ſhut up in an Eternal 
Priſon.  - 3. We have the Company--that 
ſhall wait ,-x Chriſt at -his- Appearing 3 be. 
ſhall come with his mighty Angels.-| 4.. We 
have the terrible manner cof-his A rance,' 
it. ſhall be in flaming Fire. | Chriſt is per= © 5 
fealy Holy-and Righteous ; he can appear 4 
in flaming Fire, yec not be hurt by it, or'% 
{uffer- any thing-from it. This Fire will be ® 
huefub to Chriſt's Enemies, but harmleGs to 
himſelf.'1 He .chac appeared” at firſt as thy 
Day: ſpring from on high, comfortably to 
direct ſtraying Souls into the way of Peace 3 - 
He: that ariſes to thoſe, that fear: God's 
Name; as a Sr of Righteouſneſs, with healing © 
wander bis wings, Mal. 4. 2. will now be re- 
vealed in flaming Fire, to nifty obltinate __ 
Rebels. They that have refuſed, and re- © 
4acaed Chriſt as a refining Both i4;F- £4 
ſhall. >w;,co their-coſt, im to bare © 


He-thac once apprared-in- aa.4 


ou» 
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d with 'beams of Love, ſhall now 


oy nc = with 

Wrath, 5. the end of Ch R 
_, or rea will appear; it is to. 4a 
5% 2  renitige--.. 


(49) 


reader V \. It pw: the: Greckjow)-" 
M2©-,"'givitig 'Vetigeatioe. O how dreads 
On Mr is'this ! [He hari 87, 


-, 49-9 wand Nv wrong Altmsof! 

'penitent” agn Sinners, 

will *have wy 5 other Gif eefibefiow on Impe-: | 

nitenr, | and unbelieving ls; but: Vews! 
geatice:”[t is ſaid ebelongeth tbe, 
anll 1 will recompente,” Heb.19.30. Thought 
tw'the. Penitents \and (Believing, it is ſad, | 
To the Lord belongeth Mercy, yet, as to obſti- 

- Ne Sinners, Vengeance belong s to God, ' Pu- | 
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- -nifhmenciis a juſt Debr belonging te the | 


Wicked,'| therefore ic is ſaid that God will 
-,-'Fepay Fury to his Adverfaries, [. 59/18; he 
will xender his Anger with Fury,” ani 
Rebukes with Flames © of Fire, - 1/. 66,25! 
VE charges Chriſtians es render to all. theit 
Rom. 13. 7. 1o' Chriſt will render'ts 

ned Sinners. their due: Sinners: owe 
God plory,” to be raifed out of-their Miſery 
andFternal Torments :'Phey will -|ill-be 
making Reſtitution, yet never will' be able 
to make SatisfaRion to God : they Will to 
Eternity-be in debt to:God, there will 
be'an' Arrear of Wyeath, a Debt of Ver 
geance due 15 them 3' and this Vie Near 


E come "immediately. from | , 
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rſt From God's a 
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| Rev. 14. 15. 6. On whom {hall hid Venl 
| Seances be Executed ? It is on thoſe that 


wow now Poſts” This i ah extenſive Ghmpre- 


4- 5- and there"are t55"many in the Vidble KK 


# Has Tn beſeeched ro be, 
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Gals; as.' bitter May 1 'when he” if 
Ul the'Wine- Nt of the Fierceneſs 
Wrath of Almighty God, Reve)," 7. 


ner God, ard \obty trot tbe Goſpes, of- our 


ance, it will reach the: Whole 
corrept' \and © unregenette. World:" Ie is 
Fd" that the Gentiler RnEw' not God®”'x Theſes 


Church that do hate Knowlecgye, Prov. r. 


29.' an 'that throngh deceir, & teftife to W 
VndW God, Fer,"g. 6.1 Light ſhots : 


Eover their Deformiry, 'awaken their” 


([erence*, Aifturb "their 'Carnal- Pea To 


ﬀruxt aid ifnbitr their Senſaal 
aid Carnal Delights ; cherefore A TRK 
an#Cefiftires rhe Whole Unconverceq Wo 
be F gail of 1gnarance, O Rigbreodt Father, 
orld bxth not known thee, Johits 19..2 5 
Thoſe tart obty not the Goſpel,” {halt b 
ke. Objects of Chrilt's Wrath, the '$ 
th \ V ethoinks, whete ths 
| "hath Mined,. wh 
have been ſtretch 


aled 'to' '+ have-been w 


rf -ouſed aſe io Cheil, "bu yet: have-'cloſed | 
by” - | | | Fatt, - DU 2 ( © | 
6 their. Eyes , againſt the Light, Adatth, 13. 
15-.-and have. ſtopped their. Ears 
the Call of the great, Shepherd, and; the 
Voice. of the Bleſſed Bridegroom .;, thele 
ſhall have the heavieſt Puniſhment, and che 
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hocteſt Hell. 


Dodarine 1. The Perſecuted Peaple of God | 
ſhall have Reſs at the Revelation. of 
Chriſt. Iſaiah 14. 3. The Lord ſhall gave 

.. thee Ref} from. thy Sorrow, fr:m thy 

. Fear, and from the bard Bondage where- 
in rbou, wat made to ſerve. 


' Saints ſhall have a Reſt, r. From theic 
Enemies ; they ſhall no more tread on their 
Necks, or ride over their Backs, Pſal.66,12. 
[aiab.5 1.23. Enemies have proudly ſaid, 
Bow down, that we may go over, and the By- 
dies of Saints have been laid as the Ground, 
and as the Street, to them that went over. 
The.way. that Enemies have choſen is over 
the Necks and Backs of the Saints ; bur it 
is ſaid to the People of Gad, The Lord. 
hath taken away thy Judgments, he hath 
caſt out thine Enemy ; . thou ſhalt not ſee 
evil any more ; the Plowers ſhall ,not al- 
ways Plow on the Backs of the RINness 
the Rod of che Wicked ſhall not-reft,.on- 
theic Lot, Pſal. 125. 3. they ſhall, noe al- 


, 


ways 


_ the Saints, they ſhall be ſhut up in the 


(C7) 
ways feach ont the Cup 'of heir Fl }to 
Saints, becauſe they will not ſtain their Gar- 
tnenes, defile and inflave their Conſciences 
to their Lufts: 


Two/ things evidence that Saints ati 
have® Reſt from cheir Enemies and Suffer- 


ings: 


1» That Enemies ſhall be Conqueted _—_ 
totally Sabdued : Thoſe that fear God's 
Name" ſhall go forth and: tread: down/chs 
wicked, they ſhall be as Aſhes under the Soles, 
of "their Fee, Mal. 4. 2, 3. "And the'God of. 
Peace will bruife Satzn under ce Feer sf 
Believers, Rom. 16.20. fo that Sarani,- and 
wicked Men, ſhall be totally vanquiſhed 
and diſabled from hurting and offers 


fons.,atid burn in the Furnace. The 92 Pſals 
hath'\this Tide, 4 Pſalm for the Sabbeth 

in ir-ehe Pint aft] That the WIRES 
thallbe deſtroyed ; and 9 the Enemies 


of God. ſhall periſh, P/al. 5 
Is a proper Meditation for bh 16 5 bbarhi day; 
God, and Saints too, will not have a faith: 


ful;: perfect, and deligheful Sabbath, ill all 
the Workers of Iniquity are C onquered and 


-- warmers 
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2. The Saints will be:perfected;in wah: 
, andin the Lifgi:of God ; ſochat-they 
ll, nor need affliftions any more-t; Where 
there is no Droſs, there nzeds no Refining 
Fire : Where there is no Folly, therz is no 
Rad of. Corre&tion neceflary ; they donot 
need. che Flail, -nor the, Fan, who are:per- | 
fetly winnowed from their Chalf, They 
that are fully freed from Sin, ſhall be no | 
more hiable to: Death,; Pain, Sorrow, or 
Crying, Rev. 21. 4. the corrupt Root! that 
bears.all cheſe Evils is withered andidead. 


2. 2. Saints ſhall Reſt from their Labour, 

Rev.,14- 13, Though the Son of [Man give 
. the Spiricual Bread, Fob. 6. 27. yer we are 

bidito-Labour for ic. It.is hard to/pertwatle 
pur-delves of the Excellency and |Neveflicy 
is Bread, and that' the Son of Man-can; 
"will, - give .it to Creatures fo. vile, -nn- 
worthy, and provoking, is a very-difficulr, 
rd,. laborious thing 3 we need to/wreſtle 
wich God, 'and try out, Lord, bo/p:dut' wn 
belief, Mark 9. 24. evidence Spiricudl," Invi- 
ſible. Things to us. | } 


- 3- Saints ſhall 'Reſt from their +Spiritual 
Journies and Travels. Facob's Sons tooklong 
ournies inco Egypr to buy Corn, @ protute 
Bread, but when FJacob and his Faraily re- 
moved'into Exypr, they ceaſed from ſuch 
Journies 


STILL 
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&;l ebpy-wore. then nat , Gras 
rigs Comm: | Foſeph thier .nouriſhed 
bis LIN and dicir Honſholds} 
with Bread, without Travellingyv-or.. 


| ment foriit 3 fo Saints ſhall have acceſs to, 
| and fatislattion, : 
| the Free:ob Life, 'that ſhatlftill be ripe, , and 
| ready to\berenjoyed, "Rewna. a | _ 


by eating lof.che Fruits of 


\q x SITY UT vv \ 


"2. As Saints halbhuara Raft by by altito Brink 


| dom-fromnrelt:Evit;;- Suffdririge) Emimide 


Labours. andTitavels;: fox2 1thalk reft 
the 'enfoyment. of. cher! hi ſt, and beſt 


Good. > 6 colin 


x, They ſhall reſt by the :Bountain of Life, 
where they may'be ſatisfied; and drink their 
fill 2s Caravans, or great Companies of Mer 
chants:do, Travel through dry' Deſerts and 
Wildernelles, till they come''to a Spring, 
and then, and there, they pitch'their T 
and refreth themſelves by drinking of 
Spring ; ſo we mult paſs on through Crea- 
tures dry and barren, till we come to God 
the Fountain of Life. Here we muſt ftop 
and: deligheour ſelves in him, and witch him. 
Pſab. 36. 9.:Wnh thee is the Fountam of Life, 
[4 thy w we ſhall ſee Light 3 that is, the 

and Conſolatitiil The Lamb 
lead - Chetp 10 living Feuntains' of ' Wi 


| fer, Rey. 7.17 "as if every Saint had a Fonns 
Wc | tain 


"YN (0 ) 
tairi roMnlelf, :and did enjoy; God: as fully; 
as if he did-:fblely, and only enjoy him-* 
How ſweet is/it: to-reft by the Fountain of 
Life:for ever 2 / 89 


/- 2. Saints ſhall reſt in the Houſe of a Fa+ 
ther, and a Husband'; in the Hbafe-:of a Fa- 
ther, Chritt faith; I my. Fathers oy are 
many Manſions ; I go to prepare a plice for you, 
Johii 4. 2.4 and: {fo they! that: reſt in. the 
Houſe of cheiri Heavenly Husband: - Naems 
did 'pray | her Daughters-in-Law: might find 
reſt, each of then in the Houſe of her. Hus: 
band, Rath 1. 9. 


+ 3; Saints ſhall reſt at the Table of Chriſ), 
they ſhall ſit, eat, and drink with him, at 
his Table, Luke 22. 29, 30. in his Kingdotn, 
There is no Good abſent at this :Fea{t, co 
cauſe a wandring of delire ; no Evil preſent 
to cauſe ſighs and ſorrow under its Here 
Saints may eat, and be ſatisfied for gver. 


4 This:will- be a moſt Eonorable. Reſt ; 
Saints chat fic in the Throne v ith Chriit. 
Rev. 3. 21. and reign in life for evermore. 
As all Tears ſhall be wiped from their Eyes, lo 
Crowns ſball be ſet on their Heads, a'Crown 
of Life and Righteouſneſs, Row.gau7. + This 
1s the higheſt Honour chat Creatures \can 
alpire to, and therefore may be fully y + 


| (1t) | 

fied: With, :and xeſtin-it.- This HotWhr- ſhatl 
/ never be forfeited, neither ſhall* this Feaſt 
be diſturbed: and interrupred. AGIs £3 
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/ 5. The Saints, ithat now are tronbled, ſhall 
relt with the beft Company, - -chey ſhall be 
where Chriſt is, Fob. 17. 24. ' and tbey (half 
fie down with Abraham, aac; .avd Jacob; is 
the Kingdom of God, Marth: 8. xn. As they 
have been Companions with other Suffering 
Saints, in the Kingdom, and 'patience of 
Chriſt, Rev.'x. 9. fo they ſhall'enter into 
the ſame Joy, . poſlefs the ſame Inhericance, 
and partake'ofthe ſame Feaſt wich chem. IK 
Servants ſhall be where their Lord''is, Fobs 
I2. 26. much-more. may-they be aſſured of 
reſt and refreſhment with their Fellow Ser- 
vants. Though they be - more eminent than 
they, for Gifts, Graces, and Services, yet 
they ſhall reſt in the ſame Boſom of: Love, 
and ſk in the ſame Throne of Glory. What 
harmonious Melody, what ſweet: Comfore 
will there be,. when all Suffering Saints ſhall 
be gathered toggther,- to: ſing the Praiſes of 
their Father, tO celebrate the Honour of their 
Redeemer, and be ſwallowed up for ever in 
the loye of the Father, Son, and Spirit ? 


| US K of the Doftrine. If Troubled Saints 

ſhall have reſt, then be not afraid of,, donor 

art or recoil from the Croſs of Chriſt, - 
. (199 wil 


(12) 
will onfifi{and-iſſue.in- a' Crown of Glory. | 
Your Sulfetiogs are light,!. your Glory will 
be weighty ; your Attlididns and Sorromd 
will be momentary, but your Joys will be 
Erdt £2 Cor: 4:17:;Donnet buy. the 
W Peace. with the Trouble and Terror 
bi'\your Conſciences Some Apoltate Pto- 
- *«seſtants.in. Arapce: had futhburdened- Con 
ſeiences, fucks wouhded.:Spirits,:' grew -fo 
weary of Life, tbat they:came" and offered 
theeatelves; co-rheir: Antichriftian Enemies, 
_ and deſiredithdt they would .kitrthem!'' DS 
not:(kivithiy dread Sufferings for Chritt, did 
thot your ord endure gteatet Troubles for 
von ?,-Fdbwie. 27,128. Now, faith Chriſt, 
3s my:Saultroubled ; + heamade- his Soal. ah 
Offering for Sin, he-poured out his Soul to 
the 'death;'d/ $3. 103 12,5 Yow-'are but” in 
ſhallowwaters of afliions,. but Jeſus Chrilt 
was in a\deep Seaiof Sorrows':'You have 
but ſome 1frall drops chardprinkle yoo, but 
he had” a:dreadtul Storm' that” fell' on him. 
You hayebprt.lome- ſparks 'that fly on' you, 
but the: 'Lambr:.of. God: was; roafted by the 
Fire of ks: Fathers :Anger;: Do not think it 
ſtrange if! &ery Dtials: ſhould be kindled 
againſt you, and break out on-you, r P&. 2. 
12. Do not think to be Priviledged from 
Troublesj:and to! be Exempted from Hard- 
ſhips|/on/ Earth, and yet- be ſecured fre 
Pains aud Tormems in another World. !\$4-. 
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_ ie..5 ; 
tin" will ror; and wicked Meri | 
againſt you. in the ME og foal tbe 
bulation, but in Chrife you Saf bo-ugllge Jolin 
I6. 33. Though ' Wicked do; ſeorch: 
your Bodies, ' lng Sonks dof under 
Chriſts cold ſhadow, Cant. 2.3. Hnd "you 
ball have times of refreſhing from the pre 
Ate Lint: Nell 4 19. Though : NT 
4ppointed* to'Afi&ions, t*Thef: $3. - 
God hath not appointed you to wrath, but 
to obtain Salvation by our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, 
I Theſ. 5. 9. You, are now clouded. with 
Sorrows and Reproaches, but you ſhall ſhine. 
out in'the Kingdom of your Father, Marth. 
13-43» Yqur ſmoaking Furnace will iflue 
ina butning Lamp, Gen. 15. 17. your, Bets 
$ 
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will be ſucceeded by Songs, your darkn 
and-ſhadow -of 'Death wil! end ina bright 
and glorious Morning, _ Perfecutors will be 
caſt into'Prifoti, and che Perſecuted caken 
into -the Palace. Enemies ſhall feel cmael 
Bondage, and Saints be Trandand ob pls 
rious: Liberty. Wicked Men no Re ile 
ahd Reproach the People of God, but the 
Time is 'ar hand When Chriſt wil laugb'at 
their Calarmity, and mock when their Feay c0- 
*uth, Prov. 1:26. but Saints (hall have praiſe 
Chriſt, emer into the'joy of their Lord, 
* "2nd epjoy a reſt chat will abundantly recom, 
\ "panes all their Troubles. oO 
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(14) . 
-.2, When, ſhalt this reſt be enjoyed? Je js, 
ſaid, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall; be Revealed ; 
Two t .are here affirmed; ..x- That the\ 
Lord Jeſus. ſhall / be Revealed. 2. That he 
ſhall be Revealed from Heaven. The words; 
_ gire this Doctrine. 


Dor. 2. The Lord Feſas ſhall be Reveoied 
\, from Heaven. 1. The Lord Feſas ſhall be 
| 7 ang 2, He ſhall be Revealed from 


aVen. 
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_ 7. The Lord Jeſus fhall- be: Revealed : 
This'is neceſſary on a double Account. 
_ I, Jeſus Chriſt was veiled and clouded in 
the World ; the Sun of Righteouſneſs was in 
- a continual Eclipſe for about 34 Years. Tho' 
he was Rich, yer for our ſakes he became 
, 2 Cor. 8, p- Tho' he was: full, yet he 
cmted himſelf, P42. 7, 8. : Tho' he was 
Lord over all, God over all, Rom. 9.5. yet 
be took on him the form of a Servant ;. and 
this was as a thick Veil caſt over all his Glo- 
ry, Pbil.2. 9. The World ſaw no beauty in 
him, 1. 53-2: He was a Man. of ſorrows, 
and acquainted with grief, - P/al. 22.6. . He 
was trod on as a Worm,P/.10.9.23-, and ole 
op and down as a Locuſt by: kay > his 
Kdverfaries fury. From the Garden he w 
off: dto Annes, from Annas to Caiaphar, from,, 
as 


LY 
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Caiapbar to Pilate, from Pate to 
Hired ſhes frm Finn _ 
the, Scripture was fulfillec ; 00, 
— pp” and £079 Rf, | hd 4 
QW 


mean; was his Conditi 
Circumſtances, that the Bf dnot know 


him, Febp 3- 1. and therefore a glorions Ap 
wok Paper His 3 is neceſſary, Tis 2.13. 

all the Wold. know who, and ,what : 
and how chey have been miſtaken, ' ©_ 


2. Jeſus removed, and withdrew hinlfat 
from the, World. ; he is 1 ravelled,into afar 
Country, Luke 13. 12. He is, gone within 
the Veil, Heb. 6. 19, 20. He is hid with God, 
Col.3..3. Thouſand do loye him tho' they 


have not ſeen Ab believe on him, he 
bat yy 1 Pet. 1. 8. « 
ng of our aich i is become inviſi ble, 
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Fooliſh Veins to fall > Matt, 2.5. F. 
And his Rebellious Citizens lend a Meſſage 
ape, him, ſaying, We will nor have this, M. 
, os oVer Ws, Fake 19. 14« All thoſe th 
—_ y. perſecuted, and wickedly flew, for 
Proclaiming Chriſt as King, and calling chem 
ro bow r 28h to his Royal Scepter, were 
this Embaſſy, or with this Mel: es 

to, tell him his Citz 
"nor admit him as their wy bh 
Reign 


®.% 
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Reign over thetn ; and the Prophinetand 
me Wortd do LY TT and 
orty, ar the Promiſe of His vitfng;” 4 Pet, 
3: They thar walk after heir ownLofts, 

place their Happineſs itt erin 
them, would not Pe Chrilt- coie: 
Soil 


their Life of Sertifuality. 'of th 


an for it, | They would ver have 
e, and hope he will not appear; 'and 
therefore, with infulting Belief, ſay, Where 
4s the Promiſe of his coming ? | 


by the Proſecution of ' this Suhjet, Ihall 
jofſt on theſe chree Things, 'T.)I ſhall de- 
rate that the Lord Jelus will be Reveal- 
ed. 2. 2. What the Scripture 'afferts about his 
coming. 3: When the Lord Jeſus will be 
Revealed. Tlio' we cannot point/.out rhe 
micular Time, yet there are ſome "ui eneral 
pit timations given us in PO Y en he 
yill come. 


I: That the ford eſms will _ x. God 
ge Father will ſend him, A#s 4. zo. Peer 
ith, That God would ſen We,” who be- 
01G Was preached tothem. 
ing of the 2 ing of 
ts in his Ii Gs, ng Secath 
ance, who js the bleſl; eel at 
Wo Father will. vg. 
War 3 ; this will 


"im tpeak- 


Thad 


Ci ) 6 
glorious ſhew that ever was preſented "to 
Mankind : He that did ſtand'as a COviminal 
before the Tribunal of Pate, Matt: #7. 11. 
he that did hang on a' Croſs of Tgnominy, 
ſhall now fit on a Throne of Glory, Matt.2'5+ 
31.” *He-will Arraign Men for all the Ads 
of, Time, and adjudge them to the Penal- 
ries and Rewards of Eternity. All Nations 

all be gathered before him, ſhall receive 

Sentence from him, and be diſpoſed of 

yr er to a Bleſſed or Miſerable Eternity by 
im, 

2, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf hath told us of his 
Returri;' he compares himſelf to a Noble: 
Man Travelling i into a far Country to receive 
a Singdom, and return. - As the Spirits of 
Men o return to God to be j judged, Ecel.12. 
2 If ſo Chriſt will ceturn again to judge the 

orld. 


3.” The Saints live in expectation ofChritt 
returh'; they wait for Jeſus Chriſt fi | 
ven,.1 "Thiſ 3.15. ; FL og v irc 

Heaven, 'Pb:l. 3. 2 hey © look -* | 

bleſſed Hoge, and the glorioas Appeari "oth | 
great Gt)" ahd our Saviour Feſus Chr brifh it.2, 

I4. Tho the moſt of Mon live, as if they © 
acern in Chriſt's Appearing, as by 
it would "be no Marriage-Day, 
rveſts Day to q ren”; ; 2s 


'to enter into his own joy ; and the Idle and 


"his-Flock to him, and lead them to ſweet 
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#. 

Neppine at Chriſt's coming, yet it would 
a.great diſappointment. to the People of 

God if he ſhould not return. They look for 

him as a- Bridegroom, as a Saviour, as a Re- 

deemer ; and he will appear a ſecoud time unto 

Salvation, to thoſe that look for him, Heb. 9. 

28. 

--4 The Angels bave teſtified to this Truth, 
that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould come from Heaven, 
as the Appliles ſaw him go to Heaven, A&s 
I..1;. And the Angels cannot be falſe Wit- 
nefles and Deceivers. 

5. Jeſus Chriſt hath work to do at his ſe- 
cond coming : He hath a Harveſt: to reap, 
Mitt. 13. 30. A Floor to Purge, Matt.3.12, 


A, Wife to Marry, Rev. 7. 25. Servants to| - 
reckon with, Att. 19. 21, 309, The Dili-| 


gent and Faithful he will commend, and call 


Slothſabhe will adjudge to be caſt into outer 
Darkneſs. The great Shepherd will gather 


and delicious Paſtures in the Heavenly Pa- 
radife, ... 
-,2. Let:us obſerve what the Scripture. al- 
lerts concerning his coming. 


1, Jeſus, Chriſt teſtifies, that he come 
quickly., Rev. 22. 20. Bebold 1 come quichly 
Tet-ai lis le-while, and be tbat ſhall come, 1 will 
eomeji and will not tarry, Heb. ro. 35: i $ 
bur & lictle time.to the day of, Chrilt's Ap» 

18! . % - pearl 
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pearing; compared with the time _—_— 
out, ſince the beginning of the World, ' it 
will be quickly, confidering' how near our. 
end is, and that Death is at hatd: _ 


is the end of the World to us ; we pals 
a fixed, unchangeable, Eternal Eſtate, as 
thoſe do who live to the end of the World. 
Time is folded up to us, and-the Door of 
Eternity is opened to us. Chriſt's coming 
to call us out of: the World, and to Summon 
us to his Judgment Seat, may quickly be z 
it may be within a-few Years, yea, Withi 


'| a few Months, yea, within a few 


That which is future will come, ' and 
preſent ; and our Souls ſhould be affected 
now, as if we ſaw the Judge appearing, che 
Throne ſet, the Books opened, our ' 


ſelves Preſented before the Judgmen#Seat of 
Chriſt. . 


to the 
orld 
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- * THeving, butonly by Seeing and Feeling, They 


did not know till the Raindid fall, the Foun- 
tains of the great Deep were broken up, and. 
the Waters.did rife to- ſwallow them up; 1o 
ſhall the coming of the Son of Man be, Rev. 16. 
r5..-"The World will not believe, 'or' pre- 


. pare for it, | till they 1ee Chriſt coming inthe 


Clouds ; he will as co moſt, come as a Thief 
in tbe"Nigbt, that is not thought of, or look- 
edfor, 'Rev. 3. 3} The World is as loole, as 
careleſs, -as ſecure, asif they had heard no- 
thing'ol. Chriſt's coming,” as it they tad not 


- beetiinformed of his appearing, or been ex» 


horned tolook and wait for it, and beeri warn- 
editoprepare for it ; the evil Servant faith ng 
morez'but mv Lord ««/ayetb bis coming, Matt. 
24 48; Tho” yet he as, and carries it, as 
if he wpuld never come at all, Chriſt's Ap- 
pearing will come as a Snare on them that 
dwell on the Earth, Luke 21.35. 'Tho' they 
have often been caught, and told, chat Jeſus 
Chriſt will come, yct they will be as ſtupic, 
and ſenſeleſs, and fooliſh, as the Birds and 
«Beaſts ;-chey will cake no warning, but. will 
fall- into the Snare, as a Bird doth, and "be 
y ruined and deſtroyed. by Chriſt's ſe- 

cond coming. Tho' Chriſt dothbringGrate 
and Glory to others, yet he; will rotally tak 
away. all: Good, :| all/rhat;is'fwe cog 
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things by Faith, ' 'or the Teſtimony of 'the' 
Word of God, but only by Senfe; ' and fo 
will not diſcern dreadful Evils/ cill chey'fall: 
upon them. Vi | DUES Int 
» 3. Jefus Chriſt- wil} be Revealed in great 
Glory, and /it upon the Throne of bu Glovy, 
Matr.2 5.3. He will alſo cauſe his Redeem- 
ed to/appear in glory, Col.3.4. r Saviour” 
comes not only to be: glorified himſelf; but ts 
be: plorified in bu Saints, and to be admired in 
lt them that believe, | 2 Theſir:10; there 
fore it is ſtiled;" The glorime Appearing of the 
great Gold, "even of 'our | Saviour  Feſus | 
Titus. 13... Chriſt at his -coming. will'b 
ctothed-wich ſuch glory, that will put it our 
of doubt that he is'the Son of God;"rhat he 
is'the Son of Man, the true Meſfiah that 
was promiſed and exhibiced ro the 'Worl&: 
Ie is (aid;' Ther ſhall appear the Sign of «th+ Soi 
of \Man; Matt. 24.30. Ferws takes this. Sigh 
of the Sofi of Man to be the Sign of the Crofs, 
bat the Note of *Catvin on the Text is'mote 
ſolid and judicious. He takes thar'efninent 
and tranſcendent Glory, that Chriſtaall ap- 
pear in, to be the Sign of the Son'of "Man. 
Thofe that were not convinced, and periwa- 
ded, - by allttie Signs and Miracles that Chriſt 
7 , that he was the Mefliah, ſhall, by 
ions Appearing, by his Lluftrious Ma- 
as a 'demonſtrative, and convinci 
red filly, that he is the Son! 

C3 Man, 
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F Man, the Promiſed Mefliah : None ſhall 


doubt, none ſhall be left at uncertainties about 
it,, 'no Unbeliever ſhall remain. Tho' the 
Seribes and Phariſees would not regard Chrilt's 
Miracles, or be induced by; them co believe, 
yet he tells them of an- invincible canvin- 
cing evidence, that ſhould one day be affard- 
ed to: thefh, but- too late. He inſiſts on, 
and minds them of this very ſign of the Son 
of Man, Matt. 6. 64. Hereafter you f > ſee 
the Son Goniitey op the right bqnd of power, 

and commyg n- the clouds of Heaven. Y ou that 


7 «= ery me,' for ſaying that 1 am-the 
- ,-and. the Son of ſhall one day 
ſee.me as a 
hh per 


Judge, coming to Arraign, Sen- 
emn you 


of Chrift will be , and 
evident to the whole World, When be firſt ap- 

red, he ſhewed himſelf to few but tothe 
wif Nation. After his Reſurre&ion, we 
read” of none of the unbeheving World that 
beheld him. He appeared only to, and was 
ſeen by none, but by his Diſciples,who were 
to inform the World of this truth, that he 
was raiſed, The unbelieving Fews and" Gen» 
tiles, were not to ſee Chriſt's raiſed, and glo- 
rified Body, but to believe his ReſurreRion z 
but Chriſt will ſo openly at laſt . that 


Ver him, Rev. 1.7. all 
KW Hur} ray pat nu 


Prophane 
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to you in a Humane Nature,God is wauns 
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Prophant Chriſtians, fhall ſee him. Believers 
and Saints ſhall then point him out with joys 

Lo this is our God, we have waited for bim, V\. 

25.9. And be beth not deceived our Faith, or 
fruſtrated our Hope and ExpetFation. They that 
would not believe what they did not ſee, 
ſhall-now fee, but to their terror. They that 
were averſe from the Life of Fai th, and 

wholly-devoted to the Life of Senſe, thall 
now have Seeing enough ; they: ſhall behold 
what will affright, diſmay, and overwhelm 
them. God doth now require, and'call for 
a high and noble Exerciſe of Faith, inrela- 
cion to inviſiblethings (at which the Heathen 
of Old ſcoffed) ; yet he doth, and will con- 
deſcend, to give . evidence and ſatista&ion, 
as at Chriſt's tirſt appearing, he was'viſible 
5 ay eye Sees bo I. 40. eo O " 
py s, lift up thy woice, and ' 

wr fd; ſay unto the Citi of jon Be- 

yous God This was a ſtrange and won-: 
re oye truth, and Zion might be afraid to pub- 
liſh it ; yet ſhe is twice bid to lifeup heryoice, 
and'that with ſtrengch,not to be afraid aloud 
to-ſound out,and proclaim this amazing, and._ 
aſtoniſhing truth : $ay to the Cities of Judeb, 
Behold your God,behold God is come down 


in a Body of Fleſh, preaching, 
Mirackes, familiarly converſing wi 
' Word beer” fleſh, and dwelt 


C4 among 


_ - et One Sana oc 24. Get. av 4s 
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by wo Kindreds of the Earth Noll 
7a1l DEcaule of him, Rev. 1.7, ke y 
F-2 the Son of Man coming in the Clouds of 


.,they ſhall wail when their forrow, w 
.prevent,but begin their Puniſhmenc,ax 


a Perſon they have refuſed, and 
Happineh they hare reje&ed ; 


; (' 24 ) 
among us, and we bebeld his Glory, Jobn..1. 14: 
So at his ſecond coming, Chrilt will be evi- 


dent to the eye, .and, as it, were, pointed out 


by the Finger of Men.: Behold be- cometh 4 
tbe' clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee bim, REv;37. 


Saints. ſhall ſay to thoſe that have-up>raided 


them wich the inviſible obje& of their. Fairly; 
Lo this is our God, we bave waited for him, Il. 
25.9. Tho” the unbelieving World/ did Re- 
proach Chriſtians, and ſay, Where is your God, 
yet Saints one day confute all their';Calums 
nies, and ſilence. all their Inſulcings and, Up- 
braidings ; they ſhall point ' out Chriſt ;co- 
ming in all his Majeſty and Glory, and ſay, 


* Lo thu is our God, we have waited for bim, and 


be will ſave ws, and we will be glad and,rejoyce 
im bs ſalvation, Iſ.25.9. | 
5+ This Revelation of Chriſt will cauſe 


Mourning to the greateſt part of the World ; 


iewill be a black, bitrer, terrible day to moſt, 
#at1:24,30. All the Tribes of the Earth ſhall 


Heaven, with power and great glory. They 
ſhall mourn when it is t00. late* to repent ; 


ow they ſhall,to their coſt 
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wr ncpoe no qr or wry mms. 
leſſedneis;; and: r again!7 the great 3 
God;znd: {g;have incurred the worft-and /eve- 
re, penaljies.' - Theſe three things ſball be-re- 
yiewed and refleted on, x. What they bave 
gope.- 2: "What they have loſe. 4: What they 
muſt ſutferand endure to.Ecernity, when they 
ſhall bleed by the edge of God's Sword,. and. 
{mart -under-theChaltifement of cheScorpions 
of Revenging | Juſtice, 2. Sinners that con- 
ſider wbhap:they , have: done,' that! they have . 
rwrned: away: from him that ſpake aur of this 


boſom ot hisFathers love,and from theThrone © 


of his awa:glory, P/81.11,; That they would 
have none of him who is the true God, and 
eternal Lite; that they (topped their Earsand 
hardned..cheir Hearts againſt the wooings of 
the beſt Bridegroom, againſt che-call ot the 
great Shepherd, and of che Captain.of Salya- 
tion, 2Bainſt the intreaties of a Saviour and 
Redeemer. They will now reflect on the fre- 
quent denials they gave to, and the-many. af- 
\fcrons they put upon the-Lord of: is 
how they. hated and abhorred his/: , de- 
Jpiſed and loathed his Feaſt did not. ſubmit 
to,and come. inco his Righteouſneſs, but rebel. 
le ed,vexed,and quenched che holy Spi- 
rit of God,..'2. They ſhalllknow now whae 
they; baye. loſt ; ache Jowfury of: Groes 
| Þs.locked,the Fountain of Li 

< bs bowels of Chriſt will be for ever ſhuc 
ove againſe 
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spainſt chetn, notwithſtanding cheir extream 
ty and miſery. The door of God's Houſe 


pover 
will be ſhat;never:co-be opened again : How 


woful will chis be,to be excluded out of God's 
Palace,and to be thruſt out of his Kingdom ? 


that ſhould have uſed violenceto pref 


into God's Kingdom, but now Chriſt will uſe 
force to thruſt them out of his Kingdom. 
They wiſh nowtoſee the excellency and glo- 
Ty of the Kingdom of God,that they would 
even, with violetice, force into it, but they 
ſhall be violently thruſt out of itgthey ſhall ne- 
yer taſt of Chriſt's Sopper. They would not 


come into Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and 'this 
was their great-ſin; and they ſhall-not eome 
Into Chriles Righteouſneſs, and this will be 
their grievous puniſhment. They ſhall noten- 
rer intoGod's reſt, Heb.z.18. They ſhall not 
: They would 


o 


Partakeof Chriſt's joy or glory 
not open their Hearts to Chriſc, and Cheift 
will not open; his Heaven to chem. They 
would not know Chriſt's voice, when te 
knocked and called,ſaying, Opento me : And 
Chriſt will not hear their voice, when they 
cry, Lord, open tous, They would not give 
entertainment and reſt to Chfiſc in their 


Souls, and Chriſt will not give. them enter- 


eainment and reſt in his Kingdom. 
3. This will cauſe wailing, when Sitiners 
ſee what they. muſt ſuffer and endure 5 


that in their whole time did drink dad 
| water, 


- water, muſt, during God's 


-row- for:fim may ſomewhat avail to remove 
the'Tranſgreffor's burder ; bue Worldly for- 


. : 
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, drink the 
wrath of the Almighty, Fob 2r. Sir 


be drunk with che Cup of God's fury, 

edge of his —_ Sword, and the | 
of his punil ing hand. His face will be'uns | OD 1 
veiled ro frown and ſcorch, and' his afty'be-+. ;; 
made bare to {mice and wound. Chriſt witl © 
come to-expreſs his moſt fierce releritments 
of Sinners flighting the Grace offered #o'em; 
and defpiſing the mercy prefſed on them.Chilk 
dren of * Dilobedience ſhall be broken with 
Chriſt's Iron rod, and Veſſels of wrath an 
be filled up r0 che dtim with'rhe fary ofGod. 
This Mourning will be dreadful, becauſe there 
is no comfort tobe admiviſtred; no peace'to. © 
be: ſpoken to theſe Mourners. There willbe *. 
no oepihieg'c of their fears,removing of their, | 
bardens,no ſweetning of their wy, 1 healing - 
oftheit weunds, for ever.God ſee his face: 
againſt chem, and will never hide, or turn #- 
way countenance from them. Thoſe 
thar have been ſecure, ſtupid, hard- -hearted, 
ever till noaw;ſhall then begin co mourn; but 
the firſt fruits of their ſorrow will be the firſt 
fruits of their woe,and prove the eartieſt,and 
preſages of their eternal miſery. They begin 
to ſorrow on the utmoſt confines and hounds 


of Time, and muſt continue ſorrowing.to an 
endleſs. and unbounded Eternity. Godly for- 


ol 
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row, under the feeling of-preſznt anguiſh, or * 
the fear of further, future; approaching miſe- 
ry; will not advantage Sinners to roul away 
their guilt,co prevent or diminiſh their puniſh- 
ment, their mourning is a part of the puniſh- 
mentthreatned, Prov.y.11;12.: and thou mourn 
& laſt and ſay, How have lhated inſtruttion,and 
my heart deſpiſed repro ? Therefore this puniſh- 
nieat ſhall never ceaſe, ſhall never be cake 

off. | Saints have but days of mourning, and 
theſe ſhall have an end, 1.60.20. but Sinners 
ſhall have an eternal mourning, which ſhall 
have no end. The day of Chriſt's Revelation 
will be a time of joy to his Loyal Spoule, to 
his Living Members,to his Faithful andSincere 
Servants:3 when he appeareth, they ſhall re- 
joyce with exceeding great joy,1Pet.4.13. But 
this appearing will cauſe -eternal ſorrow to 
Rebels and Enemies, when their ſins (hall be 
remembred and revenged. 

3- When will the Lord Jeſus be Revealed? 
Tho? the'end of the Old World,and the pun- 
Qual time of its deſtrution was foretold, 
that after a hundred and twenty Years the 
Flood ſhould eome, yet the exact dayor time 
of the-end of the ſecond World none knows, 

no not the Angels of God, Marr.24.36, yet 
the Scripture gives us ſome general hints,and 
intimations, when Chriſt will come. x. When 
he hath ceceived a KingdomyLuke- 19,12: He 
was to travel into a far County to receive:a 


' of ec 
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Kingdom, and to return. ' Jets Chrif hath 
net- yet fully received. his Kingdony, all the 
Ele& are not yer born, they are not all ga-" 
thered and converted, they have not'all yet 
viſiced the Son,P/a/.2.12, performedtheirho» 
mage, and yielded obedience to hiny, Tr'is a 
Work for a long time for Chriſt to ride forth 
proſperoufly,conquer a Kingdom,and ſubjet 
Rebels to himſelf, and then co reign proſpe- 
rouſly over them, Fer.23.5.+ more to refine, 
ſanRify, and fit them for himſelf. All Chriſts 
Servants muſt have time to occupy; and crade 
with his Pounds and Talents, before he will 
come, call them to an account;'and reckon 
with them, Maxzt.25.16,19.Chriſt muſt wound 
the hearts of his Enemies, and cauſe them, j ' 
foilsd,to fall under him, and as wo 
fall before him. Chriſt muſt alſo ſhew his hs 
rious power for ſome time, in ruling inthe 
midſt of his enemies, P/.110.2, 2. That not- 
withſtanding all their rage,they cannot hihder 
Chriſt's Kingdom to rife,or cauſe itto fall,bat 
Chriſt will go on more Levening the World 
with his DoQrine,more ſubduing the Nations 
by bis Word,till this ſtone did: fill che whole 
Earth, and the. Name of this Shepherd was 
great to the ends of the Earth. 

2, ; Ne Fm Chriſt will come, when- all his 
Members are compleat, and he hath the ful- 


Body,Epheſ.1.23. When his Spouſe 
Ta math yh Rev.19,7 L760 ay 


riage 


(30 ) 
riage of the Lamb is come,and his Wife bath mad: 
her ſelf ready. When ſhe is cloathed in fige 
Linnen, white and clean, and adorned with 
Clothing of wrought Gold, and Raimeant of 
Needle-work. 

3. Jeſus Chriſt will come, when he hath 
prepared a place to lead and bring his people 
to, Fobn 14.3. If 1go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and recerve you to my ſelf, that 
where I am you may be. But when may Chriſt 
be faid to have prepared a place for all his 
Members ? Surely whenChriſt hath ſprinkled 
the Throne,and the Heavenly Sanctuary with 
his Blood, when he hath pleaded his Sufterings 
and Death for each of them,that they may be 

. let into the glorious Preſence and Kingdom 
of God;then' he may be ſaid to have prepared 

a place for them. h 

. 4. When Chriſt's Corn and Harveſt is fully 

rr he will come to reap, Mark 4.28,29, 
hen the earth bringeth forth the blade, then the 

ear, then gbe full Corn in the ear ; but when the 
fruit is bt forth, immediately he putteth in 
the ſickle, becauſe the harveſt 1s come. Chriſt will 
not delay, or loſe time, when the Harveſt is 
ripe, when the Members are grown up to & 
ef man, to the meaſure of the ſtature of the 
fs of Chriſt, Eph.4.13. . © 

2.. Jeſus Chriſt will be Revealed from Hea- 

ven, 1. To quftifie the Hiſtory and /Poftrine 

. of the Goſpel,that he was received tip into Heas 

Tu 
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wen, and ſat on the right hand of Gad; Mark 16.; 
19. That he entred into Heaven, Angeli,Principa- 
lities and Powers, being made ſubje& to bim,nPet. 
3.22, that be was received up into glory. 
2. To anſwer the hopes and expectation of 
his People,they wait for a Saviour from Hea- 
ven, Pſ/al.3-20. and look for God's Son Jeſus 
from Heaven, i The[. 1.10. 
3. Chriſt will be Revealed from Heaven, 
to ſhew the Spiritual Nature of his Kingdom, * 
that it is a heavenly Kingdom ; That he hath 
had his Throne in Heaven,and from thence 
his Kingdom hath ruled over all. He hath ob- 
ſerved all the rage and aRings of his enemies, 
and all Me love and obedience of his friends. 
He hath inſpe&ted all the coneerns of his 
Members,and tranſacted all the affairs of his 
Kingdom. This hath been honorable and glo- 
rious to Chriſt,that he hath had areſt,7.x.10. 
inHeaven,and yet negleted none of his work 
in reprefling the rage of his enemies, and-in. 
reviving the fainting ſpirits of his friends,and 
—_— all the affairs of his CH to a lafe 
and happy Port. He hath ſupplied his 
and ſu da his weak yn Lo «Uo 
4. Jeſus Chriſt will be Revealed from Hea-* 
ven, for the greater confuſion and terror of 
his Enemies. How will this affright and 
amaze them, that he,who they chought ſlept 
under the clods of the Earth, ſhould appear 
riding on the clouds of Heaven,Rev.1.7. 14 
» e, 


TE (32 ) 
he, who the * nn thought was ſuffering i 
Hell, for delading and deceiving the World, ' 
ſhould come to J the World ;and to Con- 
-Jdemn_Mento Hell for not believing on him, 
Mark 6.16. Toſeph was thought by his Be- 
thren to be loſt, or dead, but how were they 
confounded and troubled, when they found” 
him alive, Gen.45.3. heard him ſpeaking to 
them,ſaw him under Pharaob Ruling over all 
the Land of Epypr : So how will ir diſmay,” 
and overwhelm.the unbelieving World,when 
Chriſt that was thought to remait dead ſhalt 
be preſented to their eyes as alive ? When he 
chat was ill treated by Men in the fgrm of a 
Servant, ſhall appear in the glory oFa Lord;" 
to judge both the Quick andthe Dead, and- 
ſhall be manifeſted as baving'all Power in 
Heaven and Earth commitred co him; 'and- 
can juſtifie and crown thoſe that have'belje- 
ved on him ; and condemn and ptiniſh thoſe * 
thar have rebelled R__ him, who neither ' 
_— believed his Do@rine, or obeyed his ' 
Z=ommands. | | 2 
U'S. E' of Examination. ' Examine your 
' « . ſelves under what Notjon Chrift will be'R6+ 
wealed, and come to you at laſt. Whether he 
will appear as your Friend,or as your Enemy ; 
To your joy or ſorrow : © As a loving Bride-' 


00m to recrue you 10 himſelf; John 14: 4. 

q Os as an imcenſed Tudge Taekiwolag bop: 
'- you from! bimſef, \ſajing,” Go'ye cited in- 
t@ everlalting fire, Matr.2 5.41: Will 


ws 
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Will Chiift come to ou atiy th 
Willhe beſtow « Crown Rin? x Ting 
4.18. A Croum of Life, Rev 2 to he call 


you toinherit anevetlafting Kingdom ? Mare: 


Or will Chriſt come upon'you' ar # 
rl the Night,to impoveriſh,ſpoil,deptiy 
of all the good things you now ' | 
ne enjoy ? Will not your SITE thet'b 
broken, No Candles and Lamps pt be purone? 
Will not your whole Paradife of | and 
ſinful delights be blighted and blaſted? Will 
not Creatures be withdrawn from you, and 
God himſelf alſo depart ? The floor and the 
Wine-preſt ſhall not feed you, and God bimſelf ww 
leave and forſake y0u,Hot 9.2,t2; Will you no 
at ohce be turned our of goes NE 
allo be cut off from all hope of the heavenly 
Inhericance ? Will not Chriſt's coming be 
ow ttter rindoing 2 Will you not faftaiti a. 
amage and lofs never to be repaired ? For 
your af and buying time will be over ; 
che Spiritual Market will be at an end; Will 
it not be fad, when others are rich Heirs, for 
you to be poor Bankru ; etuptied ad 2nd ſtfipe 
of "all valtiable and deſi rable good for ever ? "; 
Inquire therefore ortry Gon wh diligei how | 
it ſfands with you, in relation to Chrilt's co- 
ming/ls Jeſus Chriſt Revealed in you; and to 
you; and is his new Nature formed it you z 
& is not Fleſh and Blood, but ory Father that # in 


brovnl harming reve Chrit fo ni Mart. 8697. 
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he that hath EA 7 of. the Father, 
comes to the Son, Hath the ſpirit ever glori- 
hed Chrift-in your eyes? Is he moſt precious 
to you 2. If Chriſt be not Revealed to, you 
while you. are on, Earth,bhe cannot be Reveal- 
ed from Heaven, to your joy and coi % 
Have you an underſtanding to know 
goon excellency ,and preciouſoels of Chrif 
ou give your ſelves to him,and arg. in 
_ 7 Ct riſt dodwell in your hearts below, 
may be aſſured that you ſhall dwell in 
bs How above. Are you related to Chriſt ? 
Are you really his ? Gel.5.24. They that are 
Chriftx have crucified the \ fleſh. , T0 that ""e 
Chriſts ſhall be mage alive at his compyng,,. 
15-23- Is the Match made up betweenChrit 
and.you, by a mutual Spiritual kiſs ? Doth 
Chriſt kiſs you,exprefling hisfervent love.to» 
wards you, and ſpeaki apy 5b Lngiret 
fefually to you the ys Loa yer of Gr 
Word of Reconciliation ? The Goſpel d al 
vyation4s . your own Intereſt in Chriſt's pr 
cious Promiſes, ſealed and delivered to you 
2: Do you kils Chriſt the San of Gad.: 
2.12. Cant.8.1, Tag" ary Ja need Hg 
would kiſt thee. And. Abraham, 1/aac and Facoh, 
are ſaid to falute,kils,or embrace the Promiſes, 
dsareaumu, Where war mourh one of Faith doch 
meet, with the mouth of ing the 


Bang, Ce, them, _ 
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them!5; ehlhiths Soul' Killes 
alſol a: kiſs'of: rm—_— as" Samut kif 
acknowledging himrarithe' Lord's Anol 
Whetl - we! wolke the Law from: 

— ahd* profeſs our ſubj [torhis + 
pter; arid obedience tohis Laws; ther we 
reg Chriſt, 3. Are you willing that Chrilt 
ſhould-cotne'? Do you defire; long (for, aid 
love Chrilts-appearing 2 [The Church 
So my beloved,Gant8.14. When 
ky. ſhe adds 6 Awnen ;\ Eve 

Form. wot Fs] Rev.22:20. Chriſtians ard 
id mot' wrtl co-look' for; butico haſter the 
comingof the day'of Go, '2Per.y. 12. eval 
ax 4 that is,by their withings longings,eaneft 
deſires. Do:you fervently love the a 
of Chriſt, as that which will be z ho- 
notable to-him, comfortable and: beneficialts 
you #7/Do you' qatadoarrors ng;a#thar 
hich, I: be-ex to: him® 
For by his-voice he ſhall n,” raiſe} cdl 
forch all-chat: are inicheir Graves, Foby 4/48. 
That Chriſt knows all that ever lived,candi- 
ſtinguiſh their| duſtfrom the duſt of one ano. 
ther; and from the duft of the Earth 2 That 
heknaws allcheir cthoughts,words and ations, 
rertiembers them,and will :calt them to: ati 4c< 
count for'them, 1 Per.4.5. Then Chriſt will 
ſit'ow9 the Throne of his. Yy and allNations 


DT 
| d King ow 1s his King- 
dom: == 


. He comes with rhe- 
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molt highly - ified and exalted; 
-— << and dead miſt be Judged by 


£8». This appearing of Chriſt will be moſt 
comfortable'to his People ; | he witi-come to 
beſtow Crowns, to give Rewards, to divide 
eternal: Portions and Inheritances to, them. 
s of Hell and Death 
oY ary Lo _ bs Key of Hell coſhuc 
it, that. the Souls of his People may not enter 
cls the mouth of the bottomleſs Pic, and 
i the roaring Lion,” would ga r them, 
{iwallow chem up. And if hath the 
t of Death: to open the Graves; that.the 
jes of Saints may come forth, - May not 
ians well love the appearin of-Chrif ; 
who hath: delivered them from the wrath to 
come, ahd as a Captain of Salvation will lead 
them to glory ? Do you long for Chriſt's co- 
ming as that which will be a Harveſt:day, a 
Marriage-day,and a day of full ion 2 
Orateyou averſe-from:Chrilt's coming ? Do 
ou not loath and dread; the thoughts' of. it 2 


: ts :nor Chuiſt' coming tull fore againſt your: 


al ?.DThereis a es rumerea inte | 
wo/expreſiions ; the breaking up the Hotiſe;: 
and'the opening of the doorto _ 
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Lake 12.36. The Houſe of a carnal unbelie-" 
ving Man'is broken through ; Chriſt breaks” 


= 


in ua&fim irfeſiſtibly,unavoidadly : a force: 


- 


is* put upon Sinners. Tf they could F >.” 4 


Chriſt's feet, obſtru& bis way, clog'and ftop 
his Chariot-wheels, Chriſt ſhould never come 
or be Revealed ; -but Saints char hang thei 
, hopes, and put all their happineb in Chritt's 
Appentiugde readily open the'door,andjoy* 
fully will come and entertain Chriſt, Do you 
for his coming,asa beloved Bridegroom 
25a defired"Gueſt ? Or do you not mind, of 
defire Chriſt's coming, but will! be as much 
ſurprized by it, and aſtoniſhed at it,” as atthe 
coming of a Thief, that was not thought of 
at mA "OT 
4: Do'you prepare, and make ready i! 
Chriſt's coming ? Is all your Week pA 
life nothi s buc a preparation for the eterhal} 
Sabbach?" Are your Loines girded, chat you 
may do'the Work of your heavenly Calling? 
Are' your Lampy burning, that you may « 
your Work skilfully and diligently 2 *Perſe- 
vere mit continually. Ir is Paid of the pod 
Woman, that her Candle goeth not out by e 
Prov.31.18. Do your Candles continue barn- 
ing through this dark nightof Time? Others 
haye pat our their light,and given themſelyes 
upto floth and fleep. It'is a great thing to 
watch, and keep onr Garmenrs on and about 
us, Rev. 16.15 Bleſſed is be that warcherh, and 
ho Be OY D 3 keep+ 


, ff Se m7 

; ny bs 
2+ We ar apt.co es t,Cant.s5. 
. to Ja > a gracious, ſpiritual holy, and 
rame, and to give way. to -lath, 

wo Larne) haps 44 This  Spicizual 
| "; ſoon put off, but iris hardly x6 
ed. I bave put ow, my Coat, and bow 
I puticon? leis highly co 


have our Lamps burnjog, when, the Can- 
of others are put outz and. it 5.2) Night 


of: grols and thick:darknels with them... Jt is 
> the Honour of Chriſt the Bridegroom. ta 

> Expected, waited for, and to be hehe 
to his Fathers Henhywich bright and burn 
with- Graces active, and in. a mo 

ous and- lively, ciſe. Is this Nighe- 
t.of Time, as a Paſſeover Night:to, you ? 

dre [gow Loius girded ? Arg your Shoes oy gow 
The Feet of the Church are faid to be 
Pf with Shoes ; ſhe was fit to Jouray 
e Travel. Are you waiting for God's Call 
out of che Egypr-of this World ? Are, you-fir- 
ted; and re; ! to Travel hence intothe Hea- 
venly Canaan? Chriſt ſaich, ' Come with we 
my Spouſe, with me from Lebanon: Are you 
willing and readyto follow Jeſus Chriſt 2. Ars 


you like Servants, that. look for'the 
of their Lord from the Weddipg Feſ, 1 
aVe 
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here'you ok asGueſts _ his Table'|r his 
Heavenly Kingdom? Luke 22.29,30. There 
is'muich'in theſe words, 4nd be you like fuch 
44 look for the return of your Lord, Luke 12.36. 
 Theiwatchfulneb, di , the conflatic hs 

bour,/ aQivity and zeal of fome Chriſtians, 
doth evidence to themfelves,and demonſtrate 
to others, that they look for the coming-of 
Chriſt': That they prepare, make ready; ſet 
all things in order,for their receiving and en- 
tertaining of the Lord Jeſus. Their great 
cate and endeavour is, that they may not be 
foihdfteping and undrefled ; that they may 
not walk naked, and their Thame be'ſeen for 
ever, "Prov.16.15. It will be the greateſt re- 
oach, w' have had along time to adorn the 

Mowed to Men, and. yetto negle& and 
trifle it away,and cheir Souls to be found dead 
wittiont the life of God, and to be found na- 
ks& without the Image and Righteonſneſs of 
God. -Do you'trim your Lamps,drefs your 
Souls, 'and finiſh the Work which God hath 
giveh you to do, and that Chriſt hath ap- 

| you, that you may open-to- Chriſt 
mediately, wichone put offs, or delays, or 
excuſes, ' as thoſe that are not ſurprized'or 
thready;jas choſe that would ſtay here no lon- 
Ewould have Time end, and Eternity 
? 'As'thoſe that would have ſhadows fly. 
"ahd' che everlaſting 'day 


(42) 
for a full entrance into:us, and a total-pol 
eflion' of ns ; and we muſe open immediate” 
ly. as thoſe that are ready to let Chriſt/in, 
and togo away preſently with him ::'Butare 
you not rather minding earthly things, ſcat: 
tering your ways and aftecions to. ynlawſul: 
Beloyeds ? Do not your thoughts-creep;on 
the ground, and your, Hearts dwell below 7 
Would. you nat ſtay in a Natural Body? 
Would you not continue in, and be comtent- 
ed with a Stewardſhip } Would you; not 
dwell.on Earth ? Dp yow not eagerly. drive 
the Chariot of your Trade? Do you nat 
indulge your Carnal Afﬀections, and give'the 
"Reins to your Senſual Appetites-?.So that 
there is noevidence that you look'fqr Chriſt's 
Appearing ; for you are not like thoſe that 
wait for the return of Chriſt from Heaven, 
13+ With what Attendance Jeſus - Chriſt 
will came from Heaven ? - What Retinge wilt . 
agcompany him ? He will be Revealed with 
his mighty Angels. How- much /,doth |the 
ficſt and ſecond coming of Chriſt difter 2-tde 
came ficlt atzended with weak Fiſhesmen, 
but now he is ſurrounded and compaſied 
with mighty Angels to/ wait on him. -- Twa 
things are here obſervable, - x. That the An; 
gels. are / called, Chriſt's Angels, /24;That . 
. they arg Stiled mighty Angels. x. \The.A 
gals are faid to ha,che, Angels; of che. 


Jah | Ts is an web Honoye ng Aru 
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all the:Angels of Heaven are his Angels ; He: 
is Captain-of God's Militia, and-General'of: 
all the' Hoſts of Heaven. They are. Miniſters 
to-attend on him, and his; and'Hoſts to fight 
againſt his; and his Churchesenemies. And 
well they may be called his: Angels, for he 
radethem 4/'they were created byrbim, Col. r: 
16,17. and for bim; and by kimthey do ſubſiſt, 
and have;their'Being upheld and continued 
to them, elſe they would ceaſe robe, ard re- 
turn. to-nothing;-'/2. God thetefore called 
the Angels:co worſhip his Son; made Fleſh, - 
come into the World in our Nature. When 
be brought. the firſt begotten into the World, 
he faith, Let all the Angels of Gad worſhip bin, 
Heb.x.6.- -It may be inquired whether they 
do' not owe the Son of God adoration, 
on. the account of gheir being graciouſly fup- 
ported,and- prelerved in their Integricy. The 
two Cherubims that figured-the Angels,were 
made out of the Mercy-Seat, as well as 
ſtood upon: it; Exod.25.18,19. There are Ele& 
Angels, 1 Tim. F+ 21, as 'well as Ele& Men. 
Herein did the various and manJo1d Wiſdom 
of God ſhine, | Epheſ'3. 10. in keeping Ele& 
Angels arr ,and in or ing up Ele& Men 

' war are tal . The Angels Mini. 

and probably broughe -hinw” 
Food, : almahe Devil had datrpaed him, tas * 
wayatggen fon his bunger. And an An- . 

gelcam Heaven,and renechaedChriſt 
| gh! G15 in 
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* weak and feeble Tares, 
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inhis Apony, Luke 22.7 yg. | ig. *Feſas Chrift 
isthe Ladder,::that joins Earth and' Heaven 
f, and tis. on this Ladder the\Angels 


' of God aſcendy/and deſcend, Fobn 1. 51. Alt 


Correſpondence,allCommetce;and Commn- 
nion, between the upper and lower World;is 
carried on by this Ladder. The Angets de+ 
{cend to ſervethe Members of -Chrilt; and 
then aſcend to-give an Account ofithe- faith- 
fol —_— their Office and Truſt. | 
2. Thele Angels are called mighty Angels. 
And it is a great and mighty Work they are 
to undertake and execute ; there is a mulri- 
rude of MalefaQors to be Arrefted ; theres 
are great and mighty Enemies to be Appre- 
bended ; there is a great and mighty Harveſt 
to be cut down, to be reaped, and ſeparated 
from the Field of che Church;--There are 
Goats to be ſeparated from the 'Sheep, and 
bad Fiſh to be taken out from among te 
good. The Angels ſhall come forth to ho- 
nour Chriſt, Heaven ſhall be of An- 
gels and Saints, to wait on Chriſt. ' The An- 
els, when they come. forth, ſhall ſever the 
icked from among the: Juſt 5 the Harveſt 
is the-endof the World, the Wicked are the 
Tares, and che Reapers are the Angels, 'Mazr, 
13: 38, 29. Sinful Men and Women ' ars 'as 
they cannot ftand 
againſt, or before the Hook' of thele' 
Reapers, they ſhall be eaſily 07 "Wop he 
quickly 


| (43) | 
ly falllbefoce a ifhaqp hook managed 
mighty Arms. Dhefzr prlverr cove 
che Werld will\be/faundTares,cherefore there 
needs many:mighty Reapds to cut down fo 
vaſt a:-Harveſtt; :and ki will /be:requificere 
diſcern apd-diftinguith' forme of the Tares, 
ſome and' refined Hipoevites, from /uhe 
Corn. 2i>/They are tolbind che'Tares 
aſt -in bundles; [Adats. = v. that they ſhall 
none of them «ſoaps. Hethathadnor a'Wed- 
ding Gatment wasto be bound hand arid foor; 
Mait22:# 3. His hands were to bebound, that 
he ſhoutd nor fight or refiſt'y; his feet were 
baund;: that he ſhould .not fiy-or run away. 


3- Theſe Angels are as' mighty Sergeants, to 
preſent Fer. run to the Judge. As for #b9ſe 
tht | held regs over thow, bring "chews beſo 
[ reigs 0uer 7 bring t ore 
»e,Luke 19.27. The'Angels are to exccnts 
this Order, and fulfil this Command : They 
are to et Criminals at the Bar of thew- le 
Judge. /4.7 When Chriſt doth Sentence arid "> 
Condemn wicked Men,the Angels are ready 
toexecute the Sentence; They gather choſe 
that offend|and commit iniquity ; they pluck 
out the had Fiſh;and calt them into a Furnace 
of unquenchable fire;. Marr.r 43 qo, fo. Chriſt 
ſaith of his eriemies, £27 1herjy be lain jn — 
Euke'14i29- Theſe condemned Males 
actors may be (aid co be flain by the Angels 
when they /ca{t them into the Purnuce; for 
9 enen ' 


ly 
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Life and Being, is one, thoſe 
.are no better than. fat, linkin * Carkaſſes, 
'that muſt be Food to the Worm tRat never 


( 44 
then all this (weet, | Eon 


ts, _—_ wo to ng Fire that never goes out, 
are to gather-the 

Tr 's is rye that Chriſt ſhall forth 
his Angels with a great ſound of a Trumpet, 
andſhall gather his Ele from the fourWinds, 
and from one-tnd' of Heaven to the other. 
Obſerve, 1::That the Ele&are called Chriſt's 
Ele&, he cbuſes as. well as the Father ; the 


Lamb hach his Book of Life,Rev.1 3.8. Thoſe 


that the Father.gives him,the Names of thoſe 
be writes down/in his Book. 'Theſe Chriſt 
chuſes to redeem, reconcile, and ſatisfie far : 
Withthe Salvation of theſe he charges himſelf. 
Theſe he muſc bring to his Fold, ..and chey 
\Thalk hear hus voice, Fobn ro. 16. . [Theſe he 
"muſt keep,and loſe none of them, Fobn 17.1; 
2, The Leach gels are to gather theſe, as a Spouſe 
ro C 7 ew Hwband, Pl. 45.14,15. with joy 
ſhall ſhe be brought in Raimenc- of -Needle- 
work to the King: The Virgins her Compa- 
nions ſhall be brought, they: ſhall enter inco 
the Kings Palace. When Abrabam imploy'd 
his Servant to fetch a Wife out of Padan' Aram 
far Taac-his Son,he {aid the Lord God ofHea- 
ven thould ſend his Angel before his/Servant, 
and he ſhould take.chence a Wiſe for his Son, 
Gen.24-7. As an Angel was imploy'd:to prof: 
per 
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per the Work and Way of : Servant 


and'to bring a' Wife to Jae ; Þ the Angels 
of God ſhall bring, and preſent Chriſt's Wike 
to him ; they ſhall know who are the Ele, 
find them out, and diſtinguiſh them from 
others. 2. ſhall gather theEle&t as Meme 
ead, as Loyal'Shbjects to their 


bers to-vheir 
King; 3 Theſ.2.1. The Apoftle Paul ſpeaks of 
the coming of 'the Lord Jefus as a moſt deſi- 
raþle thing, and the gathering of the Ele& to 
him as'a moſt fiveet, and comfortable thing 
and the Angels ſhall do this Work to gather 
Saints toChriſt, | ſr 
U S'E. We may learn from the Attendance 
of Chrift, what Honour ſhall be 'put on: 
Chriſt at bu Appearing. | gotk 
Heaven ſhall be emptied of the Angels and | _ 
lorified Saints to follow Chrif ;* the Graves 14 
be emptied of the dead Bodies of che" +. 
Saints to '-rpy pa rt. Thoſe that' 7 
in , God bring with him. They 
7 be [vhs death to'lifs; to be bal 
ſented to Jeſus Chriſt. Chriſtſhall come in” 
his own Glory,as he is the Son of God; 'and* 
thoug bt it no robbery to be equal -with God, Luke” 
9.26, And he(hall come in che Fachers gry 3 
that is,he ſhall come in char Glory'the: 
hath put on him, as his Righteous'Servane. 


Phil.2.n0,t 1, God hath exalted LE rd! 
Cory; i 


bin s Nami above every Name,chat at t| 
Feit na ea abbe do wes 
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ſhould confole that Falurir Lotddo rhe glbryofGod 
the Father. Father: js glozifigdin theg 
of Chriſt; And;iqjs-fanber ſaid; Lake OP 


That ys in theg/ory oft the. boly Arigels: 
They ſhall be: Chriftfs/Servicors, .ſhallatcend 
on his/Nod,and wait'at-hisbeckgardd be ready 
to fulfil his, pleafure- And (what gender: may* 
this trath ſpeak to.the wicked, thar mighty! 
Angels ſhall be Reapersto curchemdown;and 
execute:the Sentence of Chrii}, yupon-cthem ? 
And; whar comfort may this-cruth adnfinifter 
to the Gadly,gthat mighty Angels-ſhall gather 
them to Chriſt ? They ſhall-not mi , 
becauſe. the. \Angels ſhall fnd-chem out and 

them to Chriſt, as choſe.thiat will be 
juſtified by him,and enjoy communion wich 
him. 4; In what) manner will Chriſt-appear ? 
It is ſaid in. a flame of-fire; Our Tranſlators 
render it,in flaming fire. Chrile's [pry will 
be | terrible to the Unbelieving-World ;;his' 
frowning Face will then' be) unveiled; his. pu* 
niſhing|Arm-will then bemade- bare.His fury 
will. then come up'into his Face, Ezeb-38.18. 
Long meekneſs, and patiente- will | end-in {&-: 
verity. Sinners do weary outthe patience and 
Long-Suffering of Gotl,; that he)eatv bear-no 
more,no-longer, Zer.44.22; He is even weary: 
of repeating, , Fer.1 5:6; becauſe! Sinners are! 
not.weary of-finning, 4 YVorg\ 
Thar ho will bo oRenealed inaming ve, 
:I will. be ſoRevealed in-flami —o 

4 2. 


” 
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2. The Cauſe of it. 3, The dreadful Effet: of its 

. 3. Fhat the Lard Chriſt willbe Revealed 
in flaming fire. 1. His eyes will be as 6 flame 
of fave, Rex.1.14. to-dilcern and diſcover rhe 
raalt ſecret  wickednedſes, and: the, hidden 
things of darknels, Eccl.12.14. | He will come 
burning with anger, bis lips will be full of imdig- 
nation, 8ud ba Tongue as a conſuming fire, Il.zo. 
27,28. He will ſpeak to Sinners in, his anger, 
and vex them in his fore diſpleaſure ; he will 
ſpeak hot, burning devouring words. Let 
them be ſlain 18 my preſence, PLa. 5. | Depgre ge: 
car{tY into ever/aſting fire. In this Sentence his 
Tangue is like canluming fire. Bebold the 
Lord will. come with fire go render his anger with 
fury, and bus rebuke with flames of fire, 11.66.41 5. 
His Throne will be like the fiery flame, and. 
his Wheels as the burning fire.Chriſt's Throne, 
hath Wheels of Fire, to purſue fugitive, and 

uiley Offenders. 4, From thisxThrane a fiery 


 ſtreamiſſueth,and cometh forth to puniſh the, 
paar ups as from the bans % raparte. = 

mb, a plire River of Water of Life proceed- 
ed,clear as Chryſtal,to refreſh the Saints. As: 
the ame Sun, at the ſame time, ſcorchesfome 
ar of the World, and revives and chears' 
pr 


, with his more benign beams and} 
of the Bleſſed, and the Hell: 
will come from the lame face 


iling, or as frowning,P "16.laft,, 
ll Ct cons tn feng ire 4 
"7 


rays, the 
of theDa 
of God, as 
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Ic is becauſe his'abuſed Grace is turned into 
fury ; he knocked, ' but Sinners would not 
open co hith. They have ſhut out Righteouſ. 
neſs, Salvation;and. Eternal Life, from them- 
ſelves ; and they have detained Sin,Satan,and 
Death, "and ſhut them into their own Sottls. 
Chriſt called, but they would not anſwer ; he 
ſrerched ont his hands full of Gifts,and Spiri- 
tudbBleflings, and no Man regarfed. They - 
would not come to Chriſt, that they mighc 
have life, Fobn 5.40. They would not be ga- 
thered under his Wings,that they might have 
ſafety. They would not enter into his'Fold, 
that they might be ſaved ; go out and in,and 
find Paſture They would not repair to his 
Houſe, that they might find reſt ; or preſs in- 
to his Kingdom, that they might obtain a ſa- 
tisfying Feaſt at his Table,and an eternal Glo- 
ry in his Throne. They would not kiſs che 
. Son with a'kiſs of Faithful Homage and Obe- 
dience,therefore he becomes angry ; yea; his 
atiger riſeth up to fary, and breaks forch'as 
Fire; ſo that there is no quenching of it; , Sin- 
ners have been loading Chriſt with'contempt, 
affronts, ptovocations, all their days; is 
have been Treafuring up Wrath; a8 
hath lorig been a gathering ; Ota 
their wholgtime,and God: wi ving it 
up during his Eternity. Theythought Chritr 
did not ſee, or obſerve their Iniquities; hicbs 


. fix 
ven 
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would not reſent, and could hot puniſh/their 
Franſgrefſions : ButChriſt comes now in'fla- 
ming fire to ſhew the height of his anger, bis 

purpoſe to puniſh, and his power: to re« 
As God turned Fallen Adam out of the 
y Paradiſe, a ſecond 4dam comes in a: 


e. 
th 
flame of Fireto exclude Unbelievers; and Im- 
penitent Sinners, from the' Heavenly Paradiſe. 
3- Confiler the dreadful effets of this faming 

Fire $-Jilbbrtak forth,and take hoid ot he 


© Creatures,and kindle a'Conflagration borh in 

| pot hary and lower World.The Heavens: ſhall 

iſs Bikay with a noiſe,and the Element s ſhallmels 

' With fervent beat; as if Metal ſhould bemeked; 

and diſtil in ſcalding burning drops. -'The' 

Earth,and che Works of ir,ſhall be burntup+4 
The Earth is the Home of the Wicked, -t| 

Creaturesthey have doted on,and madethem 

_ as their Idol Gods. And how dreadful will 

this be-cothe Ungodly, to ſee their Hoſe, 


- their'Home,their Heaven;their Idol Gods;ro 
. be burnt up together ? | That the Creatures 


that were once Food to their Luſts, ſhall now 
become Fuel to the Fire.of God's Anger? As 
the Philiftimes* lefe their Images, their Idols, 
and David and his Men burnt them, 2\Sam,' 
5-2 -{6'Sinners muſtleave their Heaven,and 
all their Idol Godybelow, and God will burn , 
and © them. [$5 | £5 | 
2. This Fire will:notſ{top here ; che Scrip- 
. Gre burning 4” Heaven and 0 
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God ſaith, Deut.33.22. A fire is kindle in mine 
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and-the Perdition of ungodly Men together. 
2P#.3. ou beavens,and the tarth,that are now 


/ cerwery are keys in « aww 7 wie age 
Prin a ter 


the day of: 

—— T Fedrvthemls rayon ok ? Shallthe 
Creatures, that have been but paſlive Inſtru- 
orc om fin, be: conſumed ? And ſhall the 
Scot-free ?' Shall choſe that 

ok pb yy. forced Soldiers, ſuffer ſuck 
hard things ? And hall che Voluntiers in chis 
wicked War againſt God be exempted from 
t? Heavens and the Earth fly 

the face of the Jidge: /iting on bu white 
Tims their place was found no mote; If the 
Creatures could not brook or beat the 
angry face of the Fudge; whiat ſhall become of 
ro defilers of them ? It is Menthat have per- 
verted and abuſed the Creatures, coricrary to 
their natural inclinations and tendency, to: 
ſerve their Luſts,and fight againſt God,there- 
fore the moſt dreadfol Eorthiog and laſting 
Fire; ruſt be their Portion and Puniſhmenc. 


," and all burn to —_ "Fil; it ſhall 

Jrar pre roy ies fne}t r. God faith 
Farther; Thit fire ſhall cov awed and its 
1nereaſe. Theſe words may expound the. 


Text of Peter,2Pet.3.10. That the $7. 
works of #,or therein;chat: | 


ſhall be burns op. Ss 


_ BE dread fully exprels be poſi- 


| 12a 20k Hells Sinners 
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burtthe. very Foundations of the Mountains. 
If, ſtrong, Mountains cannot withſtand 
ire, m_ Jhall-weak. Sinners reſiſt ic 2. 
me Fire ot abr Hopes and Earth, tall 
purſes Teanſgred rs,245 ts molt proper; 
perpetual Fue). Immortal POPeral oe 
{hy yer.never dying Sinners, {fall be:the 
Fuel of, it, and an eternal God ſhall blow up 
over them, ll. 30.3. 3- This fre will be dready 
ul: Forz.1,lt is.the Fire,this.s,proper. toand 
will ga ferth/againit the ies, 1/.26.10. 
fre b; thine enemies ſhall c themgehat is the 
Fire that ſhall burn againſt,and prey on Ene- 
mics. Sq it.is ſaid, Fiery indignation. ſhall rags 
the Adverſaries, Heb. Io. al Thoſe that-ar 
Fuel of, chis fire, ghey; are Juch as wer app 
Enemies io time,and will.continue his A 4 
ſacies0; Ecerniry, /and.fo, be fit objects of his 
Fury: As Fire {ball burn co the utmoſt, 
forth/its zgal 'ta.the utmoſt; 
fo 10.27, The zeal of Fire;a: bebe 
of. darkneſs, Jude: 13.1 doth erribly 
th. che. privative Parr of Helb;'.ſa 1 


od will puniſh-wichthe glory,of bu 
hel. x.8.that i$,with; bs pawer.yut - 
i» Theſe expreſiions,the zeaf | 
ms of . Gad'r pawer,.do' illuſtrate; one 

other. ..3-' This fice it, will corment, but/ic 
| Never refin line.-Neyes was, oor can any, he 


will 


| _\0'fz) | 
will continue obſtinate in Sin,and God's heart 
will be hardened, his bowels be ſhut op.; he 
will be fully refolved to puniſh.” 4” This Fire 
will come immediately from'God andChriſt; 
1. From the face of God,zThel.1.4. ani ac 
ewnz, from the face of the Lord. So they are faid 
to fall into the hands of the living God, Heb.10. 
31. He doth puniſh them immediately: God 
hath'to do with them, Ezek.22.14. Can thy 
bands be ſtrong can thy beart endure in the day that 
T ſhall bawve ro do wth thee ? The hands of Sin- 
ners cannot be ffrong to reſiſt of keep' off 
- puniſhment ; neither can their hearts'be ſtout 
Enough to endure and ſtand under ir -Can 
Stubble,Chaff,Tares,reſiſt 2 God that is conſu- 
mmm fire ? Heb.12'29,- Chriit will kindle this 
Fire,and heat the Souls of Sinners,zs a Oven. 
As Satans temptations. as his ſuggeſtions; as a 
Baker, Hol.7.4,6.and Mens bwn Laſt$,did fin- 
fully beat this Oven, fo Chriſt's wrath will, in 
a way of Righteous puniſhmenc,heat le; It is 
faidiof Chriſt, Pſal.2 1.8;9. That bzs pore Jhek 
finil but all bis enemies ;' | bis right hand (ball find 
out all that bate bins ; rhou hats make them as an 
| _ in the time of thme anFer:5; This Fire 
'will."eat up "the Adverſaries, Heb*#©.'27. 
je will be eating-of Adverſaries continiually,yer 
never totally devour them, It will be acting of 
'them co Eternity,and never make: a full/end of 
they, That Fire that devoures,will alſo-ſale the 
Subject ic preys 6 a it ſhall be preſerved 
LIW - & | ' 
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to Eternity. | Sinners'are faid not to fall into 
the hand, but the bands of God: Borh his hands, 
all bis powgy ts imployed for or therr mi . As there 
is a puniſhing Hand, fo there is a ſupporting 
Hand, .to bear up the Sinner to endute:cor- 
| ments to Eternity , Stubble and Chat, Taces 
| and Thorns, could never hold our as Ecemal 
Fuel to the Fire of Gad's wrath, wers there 
| not an-Eternal Gog;and an Eternal Power to 
/ ſupport the Damned. 6. Sinners ſhall b-tpr- 
; mented with Fire and Brimſtcne in the preſence of 
. ibeLamb,Rev.14.10.This an{wets thols words 
f of Chrilt, Let them be ſlain in my preſence,Lnke 
t | 19.27. Tho? Chrilt.-bea Lamb yet we read of; 
1 the wrarh. of the Lamb; and that great day of | 
j- his. wrath will come,Rev.6.15.17. The Lambs 


is wil} look on the torments of che wicked, and 
” will not commilerate chem, or relenc in the 
a leaſt cowards them, The Lamb will ok on 


their torments, .and will rejoice at them, and. be 
much pleaſed with them, Rev.7.14. They that ' 
negleted to waſh rheir Rojes white inthe Blood 
of the Lamb ,Chiiſt.in bonoyr co himſelf, will 
Hain all bus Raiment ; their blood ſball be (prink- 
led on bis Garments, and this witl render his* 
Appatcl a5 k Victorious ConqueringCaptain, 
glatious, Jf63.1. 3. Chrilt will-never sſlen, 
- or put out this Eire: Ie is aFire to punilh per- 
.verſe Rebellious Creaturgs, hardened and Im- 
placable Enemies ; a-Fire of Jcalouſic again(t 
Adulterous Sous, 
E 3 USE 
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USE 1. This Truth "may inform 'us bow 
much Mens Sins and obſtinate Unbelief ,doth' alie- 
nare, and transform the Lord \Feſus Chrift.c: That 
he, that is ftiled Love, be Revealed in fla- 
ming Fire : That heqwhoſe Office is to\be a Media- 
for #0 quench Wrath to make Peace, ſbowld come t0 
porr ' out Fury : That be; who beſeeched Men to'be 
Reconciled ro God, and wored them-to be Eſpouſed 
#0 bimſelf.ſhculd now come to Execute Venpeance : 
That be that long and often did knock, © and call 
Sinners to open to bim.ſhould 902 riſe 4p, ſhut the 
Door.anuu be deaf to all the knocks aud bejeeching 
of Sinners, Luke 13:26, That he who ſpread oat 
"bis Hand;,and ftratcbed out bis Wings,to call and 
ather $inncrs to himſelf, doth now ſhut them out 
; Aa bimſc!f,and expoſe thern to an Eternal Storm 
of Vengeance: That be who once athed as a Phy- 
ficien,to heal ſhould now come to deſtroy : That be 
that is a Redeemer to others, ſhould come now to 
_ hind 6b/ttmate Sinners in Chains,and caſt them in- 
' Fo Priſon,and ſubjett them to Eternal Bondage un- 
der the [ſecond Death. 

USE 2. This may ſtrike a Terror into Im+ 

tent SMmners, 

If Chriſt will come in flaming Fire,” what 
then will become of Stubble fully dry ? What 
will choſe ſufter that are bur Chatf? That are 
Reprobate Silver ? And that are but Droſs ? 
P[.119.119. Veſſels of wrath fitted for Deftrutti- 
0n7 When the Harveſtof theEarth is ripe,when 
the Grapes of the Vine of the Earth art fully vipe, 
2 . | the 


| =. © GIP7 
the Sickle muſt be thruſt in, and made uſe of, to © 
reap the-Harweſt,and cut the Grapes,that t þ 
be caſt 'into the Wine-preſs of the wrath as i 
Rev.14.15,18. Tares, barren, and dry Trees; 
muſt be fuel to thus flaming fire, Matt.3.16; 
USE 3. Endeavour to prevent deſtruition 
by thu flaming- Fire. 
O make ſure that you ſhall not dwell wich 
Conſuming Fire,that you ſhall noc inhabit, with 
Everlaſting Burnings. O come. ta the Media- 
tor,that he may 'make peace. V' comie'to the 
Blood of ſprinkling chat it may fpeak;and plea 
for your Pardon. Fly to Chrift,that you may 
be found in bim,P1.3.9..and ſo may figd-met- 
'cy with God,and may be foundin peacezarid}. - ©; 
your Faith may be found ro Honor and'Gle-- *- * 
ry at the Appearing of Chrift.Ir is the, Blogd © > 
of Chriſfc that muſe quench the Fire of God's - -! 
wrath ; and it is che Spirit of Chriſc,-as mor- 
tifying,as ſanctifying,that muſt pull away the 
Fuel of this Fire. Thereis a ſweet and gracious 
Promile,I.i.25. 1 will turn my band «pon thee, 
ard purely purge away thy Droſs, and take away 
al thy - Tin. How full, how rich, and compre- 
-henſive, is this Promiſe, that the Drofs of 
\Prophaneſs,and the Tin of Hipocrifie,ſhall be 
-purely purged away ? It open Sin,and lecret 
Hipecriſe,be removed, the Puel of chis Eter- 
«nal Fire will be put away: We mutt be pur 

_ Into Chriſt's Refiming Fire, that we may not be 
"Expoled to God's Conſunmy Fire. lf Chrife now 
| E 4 appear 
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appear fof.you in Heaven, Heb.9.2 3,24; the 
will not appear againſt you in the a Day. 
| Thoſe he has made Ri ſueſs and Santtifi- 
cationito, he cannot Condemn ; he will not 
deſtroy at his Appearing. | | 
5... For. what' end will Chriſt be Revealed in 
Flaming Fire ? Ic is thus expreſſed, He comes wn 
# Flame,of Fire, AultrrG- wxdVunow, gruing Ven- 
geance. 'I.' He that is a mesciful,and gracious 
Gad,yet will have no other gifc ro beftow oh 
impenitent Unbelievers. Tho' Mercy belong- 
eth to God, . which he will Exerciſe towards 
his P, ; tho? Forgiveneſs belong to him, 
which, he- will beſtow on penicent Believers, 
yet only. Vengeance belongs zo God, to be 
executed on hardened Tranfgreſlors, Heb.1o. 
30.P/.94.1,2.He hath no other Attributes but 
Juſtice and Power, Rom9.22, to be glorified in 
chew. 2. This is an Impoveriſhing Gifc,when 
Chriſt ,gives Vengeance, the one Talent ſhall be 
taken away, Matt.25.28. All that the Souls of 
Sinners do Luſt after ſhall depart ; all the things 
that are dainty and goodly ſhall depart, and they 
ſhall find them no move at all, Rev.18.14, 3. This 
15 a FormentingGitt 3-44 is a Cup of trembling, 
» Cup of fury, IL5 1;21,22 .it is a Cup of rediWine, 


 -* and full of mixture ; all bitter, all tatal, deadly 


Ingreviente,are {queezed into, joined, and are 
rempered-ja this Cup, yer it is without mix-. 
tu:e, not one Grop of Mercy or Kindneh in 
| tt, bur it is pure,Hrath and Severity,as if all the 
| ſrrongelt, 
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moſt-g | 
wr meet in one gt 14- Res 4s 
A to Jn om or 2 in their dead- 
ly ly force peration- 4. This is Gife they 
_ 19%. te up cannor * dectine arokhdors 
fuſe, Fer.25.15 ,28. Take tbe Wine-eup of: this 
fury at my band,and cauſe all heNaridnss ro whom 
I ſend Gon drink it. If they refuſe to rake rhe cup 
and to drink, then ſhale thou ſay. unto them; Thu - 
ſaith rhe Lord of Hoſts, ye ſhall certainly drink. 1 © 
may allude to this Text,  'Tho' Condemned 
Sinners do loath che bicrer and dreadfulCup, 
that God giveth tothem, tho' they. may-re- 
coil,ſtare from it, and refule ir, yer they- ſhall 
certainly drink jt. 5, This iF4.'Gift that | is 
Debt: and Wages, Rom.6.23. The wages of fin 
is death. So God'is ſaid to repay fury, to repay 
recompence, 1{.59.18. and to render his anger 
wich: fury,and his rebuke wich flames of Fire. 
oy are commanded to render to all cher dues Rom. 
7.' Miſery and puniſhment is due to Sin- 
CF Chriſt ſhould not pay ic he would noc 
be:crue to his Ward,or juſt to himſelf, Triby- 
lation and anguiſh belongs to every Soul that ſins, - 
Rom.2.9. We are bid to owe nothing to any man 
but love, Rom.13.8. And this is a Debr that 
mult be always paying,and yet can never be 
fully diſcharged; fo God owes Sinners en- 
mity,' and vengeance, and this Debt wilt be 
j and yec\never'be wholly paid off,or 
di 'to Ecernity, Whar Prefents do 
, Dinners 
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i Fe a at's Vineyard 


agar barveſt,datb 
the Hushandman, 
but briers and thorns ? try How Righce- 
91s; isit. then, that Ohriſe. ſhould give venge- 
- Aancetothems? Deal our blows, ftripes,.and 
woundsto them ,and that for ever? Chriit of: 
fered them Mercy once,andithey would not 
FEceive igbiit be will give: them Puniſhment, 
he will ſhew Severity to-chem,and they ſhall 
.nobeablc.h decline,refuſe,or reje& it; 1S5n- 
mers wouldnot do Chriſt right zwould not give him 
#her hearts, Prov.23.26 hey:would not grue bim 
glory Jer. 13.16. Chriſt mpſc therefore inflict 
puniibment onthem,' and give vengeance to 
them, Ii Men will not:gize God, aud\Chri/ 
glory, Chriſt will get hanour on them whe- 
ther they will or no. Compare thoſe twoScrip- 

cures, 7er.13.16.Govue glory #3 the Lord pare. 
And chat in Exod.14.19) 1 wyll get me honour 


on Pharaoh, and all.bis Hoſt. Thoſe on 
not give Chriſt gloryby repenting ie- 
ving;Chriſt wiil get Honoyr by pouring: out 


his tury, and executing vengeance on them. 
Ezek.28:22, O Zidan,an thee 1 w_ be 


© 1bey ſult naw 1 am the Lord gw Draw 
, executed judgments in. ber." he or 
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ir im Gods heart, If.64.4 And the-ſtrokes of Ju- 
ſtice ſhall ſhortly be Yeale one by: Cheiff's 
hands: The whirlwind of rhe Lord will go forth 4 
fury, "it ſhall fall privvouſly onthe bead of the 
wicked Jer.23.19, 6./But onghom iN 
| ? This Texr informs us, 'it'is 
on al} that 'know-not, arid obeynot the Gol- 
pel of our 'Lord Jeſus-Chriſe, Avir is life ever- 
nal to know the only true God, ' and Feſws Chiift * 
bom beobath ſent, John 14:7. 1o this cauſeth 
th erernal-to'be jgnorant ofthe true God, 
and Feſws Chriſt whom be bath ſent. Thoſe thar 
hear the Goſpel, -and do-nor liften ro ir; and 
receive it; are guiley of a wilſul and affected 
Ignoranceof God, and Chriſt. * The fightſhi- 
neth, but they come not to it 3 yea, rheyſhus 
their eyes againſt it Matt-x 3.15. and fo concur 
wich Can to promotes their own deſtruQion, 
The Devil blinds their minds, 2Core4.4. left 
they ſhould: believe,and rhey cloſe their own eyes, 
leſt they ſhould-ſee with their Eyes, hear with 
their Ears, underſtafid with their Hearts, and 
ſo ſhould be converted, and God ſhould beat them. 
How guilty are Men before God,who impri- 
fon, and ſhue in Natural Light'? Rom:1.18.and- 
exclude;ſhut cut, Supernatural Lights. The na- 
tural man receiveth not the things of the ſpivit, 
for they are fooliſhneſs to/bim, 1 Cor.2.14: The 
blindneſs follyand vanity of their mincs,is as 
a dark\Lanttiorrs about the-Candle of Natural 
Light, to-hinder it from thining out —_—_ 
0 


x '(&) 
- Words ,and\ARions + They detaio, and 51d 
At.under unrighteouſly ; Their Luſts are-coo 


-And'\Men'. come: not, to \that\-Supernatural 
{Light,that ſhings in theGoſpel,lelt their deeds 
ſhould be reproved, and themſelves condem- 
*ned. Tho' Men may 'pleaſe theawelves wich 
. Notional, and Speculative Knowledge, as ic 
may {well their Pride,and conimend.them. to 
the Eſteem of Men,yet when it:ſhould couch 
and wound Conſcience, affe&t the Heart, be 
. reduced ro-Praftiſe,and reform the Lite, then 
'1they bate knowledge,Prov.1 29. Thus thole two 
:}Texts are to be reconciled, 7.58.2; They ſeek 
me daily and delight. to know my ways. Y ec this 
is.charged eyen on 1/ree/ites, "That they hated 
:Knowledge,and: would nor chuſe the Fear of 
che Lord ; they did not like to pleaſe, tear, 
worſhip, and ſerve God in fincerity, 

Queſt. But is there 'no diſt inttion- of ' Perſons 
\meant in theſe words? Are they to be underſtood 
| þ the ſame Unregenerate*Perſans within the wiſe- 

le Church, that both know not God, and obey ns 
the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chrift ? 

Anſw.\t is true, that there are Carnal, Un- 
converted Perſons within the, Church, thac 
may be ſaid neicherto know God, nor yet-to 
obey the Goſpel of \Chbriſt. Eli's Sons, tho? 
. they were Prieſts,are {aid not co hrow'the Lord, 
' 2-SaM.2.12. Andthe Jews are thus charged, 
Through deceit they refuſe to know me, ſaith the 


hed for their: Light,and do Rebeliagainſt it. | 


y a 


Lord, ' 


dent, that's 
| harch, 


(.6r ) 


ther they thought 
her jhny Hddeke thi 


y hall 
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ad refuſe to know, God. God I 
deceit e refule to ow. ; 
opp, 7H8 bo Fa le. are deſtroy d for 
bowl 2, Hoſ 4. 5,6. 7 Way he 0 wit 
out, as Men afe finder a cleac diſpenſation of 
the words Reconciliacion, ry prom: 
and Salyation,yet it niay be Night within by 
r&fon 'of che blindneſs of the Mind, Tx Ava 
Mihacy of the Will." If Men did rig 
God,they would rruft in bim,Pſ5.10.and boy boo cheic 
lore on him. P{91.14- They chat know Gods 
name, are ſai to give their hearts to him, to 
ſer their love ,on him. Bur it is apparent, 
that the Truſt of many, called Chriſtians, 
is with-held, their love withdrawn from 
God. They cf God bimſelf, and bis Word t00, 
behind thiir Backs, Plal. 50. 17. and therefare 
us! not Jig God: If the did indeed nr 
0 parte Holineſs of FN he Purity 
ack of his Law, the ay 
=D Ferror of his Threacnings, they 
fly to' ts by to the Righte- 
the Goſpel, and 


Tarche h for econciliation 
and che Lord Js, 5. 6. Itis too evi- 
"Fr Aownabh Perſons in the 
teh called Chriſtians, do nor 


Know 


| Noir Þ the knowledge of 
ala ED 1 imbicrer 
Pledfars Eenck, to thetti 3' and thus 


ruſt . 


(' 63) 
| chic Furrows, | and = ws their. Neigh» 
bours Corri-at Harveſt 2 Cou Maw b ga 
and' oppreſs one another ? Could they Ig 
withour Prayer, and: not call upon God in; 
their Pamilies ?/ Wogld they ſo negle& their 
Childretd? Not Teach, Iofizug, and Edus) 
cate them for God. but rather yield, and. 
give them up to S$rah, by leaving chem un- 
der the Power rkne6, and the Law of 
Sin? Couldthiey to connive as their Sins, and/ 
not ſeverely check and chaſtize them. for, 
| and reſtrain then from their ices, if, chey; 
;d kthow God? If Men neicher; own 
od as a Father, and do not ackriowleadge: 
Men as Brethren, do not- all. theſe-.Evils- 
lobdly proclaim, and ſtrongly Evidence, 
that. many, called. Chriſtians, «f# wot 
God? Therefore Chriſt will come to Exe-' 
cute Vengeahed on them; to traſt. th | 
ihto a dark, dreadful Priſon, -and \'to < 
them into a Furnace of unquenchable Fire. 

- Bur this expreflion, thoſe that +. know not 
God, doth mainly' and chiefly concern. the. 
Heathen World, Galat. 4. 8.: #hþile the Gala: 
rigris did wor Gnas God, they did ſervice to thens 
that were no Godsi;1And the Corinthians werg 
carried to Dumb Idols, even as they were 
led. They did-hoe Khow the right. Objet 
of Adortioa; bur-did Service to chem that 


wets no Gods by Nature. - They did endow 
"7 (oe 2g their ir Rein Adorarin 
gu y 


0&6) 
Mam of this Heathen: did think the World 
was from Eternity, and never made : They 
did not acknowledge the Author of their Ber: 
ive, or the end for which they were made. 
| ſought after nothing ' but what they 
Fl eat, what they ſhould drink, and- 
wherewithal they ſhould be clothed, Matr.s. 
12. as if they were all Body, and there 
were no other Life but ys preſent Life. 
Now this is a heinous Sin for Heathens, nor 
to know God, not to ſeek after him. This 
1s/a-great and inexcuſable' fin nor to know, 
when there are ſo many Witneſſes chat d 
_ teſtify for God. He bath not left Lima 
without © witneſs, Ads 14. 16, 17. "Theſe 
Witneffes-dhould be called and examined, 
Fob 1a: 7, > 4k »now the Beaſts, and they 
| teach » and the Fowls of the Air, and 
they Form thee ; » of pug to the Earth, and «t 
ſhatl teach thee; and the Fiſhes of the Sea ſhall 
© declare untotbee» There is a great Cauſe: de- 
pending \ about che Being of God. When 
this weighty Matter is to be cried, ſurely we+ 
ſhould, by Meditation, call and ask the 
Wicneiles, what they can teſtify for God, his 
Being, Power, and Goodneſs'? | 


| 1 2 Therv'are fo manyPreachersthatdeclare 
his Glory; and ſhew torth his Handy-work.- 
As'this is Engraven” on.che-Scri Ged- 


(poke my 1o-this is in Capital'! writ- 
een 


(\655) . 

ten onthe Creature, God. made' me.” That 
Hand that ſtretched out that ſpangled Cano» 
py above our Heads; and. that hath ſpread 
this flowery Carpet that is under our Feer, 
day unto day uttereth ſpeech, Plal. 9. 2. Fat 
. day doth abundantly utter fomething of God, 
And the ſame word is uſed of the Righte» 
ous, Pſal. 145.7. ' 1 ſhall abundantly utter the 
memory. of that Goodneſs,” Two things are 
here to. be obſerved, x. That the Creatures 
are ſuch Preachers, as never do keep Glence; 
day unto day uttereth ſpeech. It offers, new 
Matcer of Contemplation and Admiration, 
and Night unto Night ſheweth Knowledge. 
Every ſucceeding Night inſtructs the prece- 
ding Night,, and makes ſome farther and __ 
new Dilcoveries of God, that ſhould more. 
enlighten che Minds, ' and affe&t the Hearts 


of Men towards God. 2, The Creatures ' 


preach. God in a Speech and Language, that 
all Nations 'may underſtand, though their 
Languages are ſo confounded, and are not ' 
underſtood by other People and Nations; 
there is no Speech, or Language, where 
their voice is not heard; "The molt ignorant 
and brutiſh Barbarians, may underitand the 
Speech and. Language that the Creatures do 
preach in. The confuſion of Babel deth 
not'hinder the. Creatures from-being under- 
ſtood: in' what they publiſh, and declarg of 


God. | 
pb F 3. Therg * 


HAY Book ' are che Sea, «the Heavens, 


(166') 
3 There is a great Book in which Men 
niayredd God, P der Their Line is gone 
forth into all the Earth, Pu their Words to the 
end of the Earth. The Pages of this great 
: the 
Earth, ' And this Book till lieth open, and 
<e moſt ignorant, | illiterate, and unskilful, 
may read in this Book, ahd underftand ſome- 
'_ _ Whatof its Contents. This is a long Line 
- that reacheth to the ends of the Eacth 3 and 

+ ir*is Written in fuch great and Capital Le 

ters, that all may read it. | 


. Men are in the World as in a /great 
Rom all hang round with Glaſſes 3 he 
that is 41 ſuch a Room, may «clearl =_ 
plainly fee the Aerributes, and Exc 
God. The imviſible things of God; oo 


- " the Creation of the World, are clearly ſeen, 


Rom. I. 26 They are: evidenced and de. 


| | ; ' triodſerated to Senſe ; yet ſo, thatthe Under- 


ſtanding doth help the Senles, yore: They 
are underſtood by the Mind, that contem- 
' plates the things that are made : and: fo 
ſe, 'by the aſſiſtance of the Mind. doth 
| clearly lee inviſible chings. 


5. There are Garments, with which God 
is Chonind, and in which he may be 'ſeen, 
Pſal. 164) 2. David ſaith to God, Who co- 
I vere th ſelf with Light, as with 6 Wo 


"my 4 6 ) 
The plainly refers to God's Cres 
tion 0 Le Gen. I. 3. God ſaid et there be 
Light; and there was Licks. God did then 
puri on this brighe and glorious Creature as | 
a Garment. As the'Greatneſfs, Majeſty, and 
Glory of Kings, is ſenin their Clothing, / 
ſo God is known how Powerful; how Goad; 
how Wile, he is by his Works. - Seulte:us 
ſaith, (on P/al. 104.) Veltis Dei Contem- 
planda, fi Deum Contemplari volueris 3 Tos 
muſt view God's Garment, if you will Conters- 
plate God himſelf, for God Linklf otherwiſe is - 
Swwifible, We cannot come to the naked 
Divine Eſſence, but we muſt ſte the firlt 
Cauſe clothed with Effeds in the Works af 
Creation and Providence : As when God . 
comes forth to execute Juſtice, he is ſaid 
to Clothe himſelf with the Garments of Vengeance. 
Ha. 59. 17. He puts on the Garments of Ven» 
geance for Clothing, and was clad with Zealas * 
a\Clogh. Hath God Clothed himſelf with 
ſo,amany, and fuch glorious Garments? Are 
his Atcributes fo viſible in his Creatures ? And 
are: not Men inexculable, that know noc 
| | God, who daily comes forth to us Clothed 
in his Works of Creation and Providence, 
and my renders himſelf viſible to-us ? * 


Queſt! But what do theſe Witneſſes, Preach- 
ers, . Books, Glaſſer, Garments of God, diſcover 
and.make known ? | 
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( 68) 
Anſw. The Being, the Eternity, Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs of God. 


b 5. The Being gf & Odd; | the inviſible 
|. _- things of God from the. Creation of the 
ES World, are clearly feenz; being underſtood 
= > by the things that are made, even his Eternal 
Power and Godhead, or his Diyine Being. 
Where there are Eff:s, there muſt be a 

x Cauſe ; where ' there are Streams, there 
" muſt be a Fountain. If you will crace, fol- 
X low; and perſue the ſmalleſt ſtream, it will 
at laſt bring you to the Ocean ; fo follow 
the ſmalleſt Rivulet of Creature- Beings, and 
it, will bring you co God, the infinite Sea 
of, Being, Where there is ſo great a Houſe 
railsd wich ſo much Art and Skill, there 
muſt needs be a Builder : None ever ſaw a 
Houſe buile by Chance, or Accident, ' and 
what Folly and Madneſs is it to think, that 
this great Houſe of the World was built by 

a Caſual, yer Lucky meeting of Stones toge- 
ther ? The Creatures are not of themſelves, 
and therefore cannot be from Eternity. 
That only that 1s Infinite, Omnipotent, All. 
wiſe, can be from Eternity; Creatures are 
Not ſo, and therefore cannot be from Eter- 
nity. Ask any Man living, did you make 

, yourſelf, none can be fo impudent'to af- 
ficm that he made himſelf, And there is 
the lame Reaſon againſt his Father or ny 

- ot r 
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other Man, that he did not make-hitnfelf ; 
therefore Men muſt neceffarily come'to' a 
Firſt Man, and to a God that made him. 
Thus the Creatures do demonſtrate the Be- 


ing of a God. | 


2. The Creatures declare the Eternity of 
God; He that made all things muſt necel- 
farily be before them. Col. 1. 17. He's be- 


fore all things, and by him all things were made 


and conſiſt, Col. 1.16, 17. From everlafting 
to everlaſting be is God, Plal. 9o. 2. If God 
were not from Eternity, the World could 
not have had a beginning, or any Creacurs 
have been formed. 


\ 3. The Creatures proclaim the power of 
God, Roms. 1. 20. bu eternal power. Men 
ſpeak words, but God fpeaks chings ; by bs 
word be calls things that are wit, Rom. 4. 17. 
And their anſwer is to rife, fpring up, and 
exiſt ; chat which is nothing, yer hears and 
obeys God. God ſaid let their be Light, let 
the Earth bring forth Trees, Plants, Herbs, 
and Flowers, and it was fa'; and yet the 
Earth had no Seed of theſe things in it ſelf, 
Gen, I. It, 12. And as God ſpeaks Crea- 
tures, ſo he breaths the Soul, *Gep. 2. 7. God 
breatbed into mans noſtrils the breath of life, and 


be beearg a liv wy And God writes in 
che Minds and Wills rang none but he 
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cat reach, or come 'at. tele ':T ables, and 
write in them. And God doth not as Men, 
write Syllables, and Words, but he writes 
new Principles, - Habits, Diſpoſitions, - and 
Inclinations ; he writes Light in the Mind, 
and Love in the Will. Conſider of theſe 
three glorious Effects of the power of. God, 
That he ſpeaks Creatures, breathes Souls, writes 
new Principles and Inclinations in the Soul. The 
power of God gloriouſly ſhines in the Work 
of Creation. 


x. That he made all things out of nothing. 
Heb. 11. 3. Things which are ſeev, were nat 
made of things which do appear. That is, 
They were made out of nothing. There 
did not appear any eternal Firſt Matter,out 
of which God made allthings. Other Ar- 
tiſts do not make their Matter, but they 
mult have it made to their Hands, but God 
made all things out of nothing, 


2. 'God made all things : By the Word of 
his Power, Pſal. 33. 6, were the beavens 
wade, and all the hoſt of them, by the (breath 
"of bis mouth, Plal. 33. 9. He ſpike, and it 
was done; he commanded, and it ſtood faſt.: 


.. 2 God: made all things without any.Al. 
filtant of Helper, I{ai44 24a. T-am the Lord 
that maketh «ll chings, that rechl Prihabe 
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Heaven alone, that ſpreaderh abroad. the Eaith 
by my' ſelf. 


3- There was none that invented. a Pat- 


' tern,:.or drew a Scheme ar Draught,to dire& 


God to; Wark by. 


4- None gave God Counſel, or Inſtruaed 
him, what he ſhould do, or how be ſhould 
Work, bo' hath direfed the ſpirit of the Lord, 
or being hi# counſellor hath taught bim?* Wywhb 
whom took he counſel, and who inſtrufted him, 
and taught bim in the path of judgment, and 
taught him knowledge, and ſhawed to bim the 
way of underftanding ? Ila, 40. 13; 14." 


F* God hangs the earth on nothing, Job 26. 


7. This amazed Arifotle, (de Mundo.) That 


if you did throw up a clod of Earth into 


the Air; it-would not hang there ; and that 


yet; the whole Globe of the Earth, and 
Water, ſhquld hang inthe Air, and all things 
be born up by the Word of God's power, 
Heb. 1.2, Ir is faid of God, in Pſal,'95- 
I» bus hand are the deep places of the earth. God's 
Hand carries the whole Globe of the Earch:; 
its Foundation is laid in his Hand, and is ſup- 


_ ported by him. | 


6. There is a Qily ſtrong confirmation 


af the Hiſtory of the Creation, and ſuch an 
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demonſiration of the conn eb: 
Re laaly appears that, ic is rae, That all | 
things came Cons at firſt, 
they daily 1 and riſe from ſach ſniall, 
contemptible decinkons, as are'next kit to 
nothing : As that from an Acron- ſhould 
gow an Oak of above twenty four Tun of 
imber. In the New Foreſt it is ſaid there 
was cut an Oak, that Top, Lop., Root, and 
Body, was eight and ewenty Tun of . Tim- 
ber. That from a ſmall Grain of Muſtard- 
Seed, fuch. a Tree ſhould - grow as Chriſt 


| Hpeaks of, Matt. 13. 31, 32. 


- ho The Creatures declare the Wiſdom of 
&- God; Thatout of a Chaos, without Form, 
= , Beauty, or Order, God ſhould draw forth, 
5H and raiſe ſo beautiful a World. Athenagoras 
(ity his Legar. for the Chriſtians) tells us, That 

| Plato called the World # 7wvrivy 5% Jes, The 
Art of God. The Apoltle Pa} uſes a Word 
much to the ſame Senſe, r Cor. r. 21. The 
World, is tj ovyia, 7% 4s, in the Wiſdom of God ; 
Is .that 1 15, in che Frame of Heaven and Earch, 
TITS which the Wiſdom of God doth fo emi- 
__ _+nently ſhine, by cheir-Natural Wiſdom, or 
ending, did not know God. -w 
iſdom of God appears in the- IR O 

the World. "T | 
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r. In —_—_— various forts of Could: 
tures. ' Sixceen hundred (ores of = Os 
faid to grow in-Emgland ; and four thonſand 
diftin& Vegetables, Plants, and Trees, are 
porg.os be, and grow in the Phyſick: 'Gar- 
den-at Oxford. None but an Infinite Under- 
ſtinding could form the different Ideas of 


ſo many thouſands of forts of Flowers, 
Trees, Birds, Beaſts, and Fiſhes. 


| 2. Tha Objeas ſhould be fo exactly fie 
he to the Senſes of Men; Colours to the _ 
Eyes, fragrant Smells to the Noſe, fweer and - 
grateful Reliſhes co the Taſte, Sounds to the 
Ear ; this could:not be a Work of Chance, 
but of Infinize Wiſdom. 


- 3. That God ſhould form ſeveral Creas 
tures, one higher than another, and ſubox+ 
dinate to another, God is ſaid to build his 
Stories in the Heaven, Amos 9.6, There is 
- the loweſt, the middle, the higheſt 
vens, as feveral Stories, in-a great and highs 
Building; ſoGod buildeth up Stories of Crea- 
tutes on the Earth. There are Plants that- 
are the loweſt Story; Beaſts that are a higher 
'Story, and! Man that is the higheſt Story in + - © 
this World; . and theſe are fublervictic "2 
"to each other. The Plants and Graſs ſeed 
che Beaſts, and Beaſts do nouriſh Men ; 
-and- they ſhould devote themlelyes to he 
Lina and Worſhip of God. 4. That 
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-4; That God. pur ſuch Shapes:and 
on Herbs, to ſhew ſomething, 
what they were made, .and are good for, 
Eye-bright' hath the figure and ſhape of an 
Eye, and is an excellent Herb to cure the 
Maladies of the Eye. Pimperne! hath ſfome- 
thing like the Plague-ſpots under its Leaves, 
and is of excellent Virtue againſt che Plague. 


5. That Herbs, proper to cure Diſeaſes, 

» do nacurally grow in the Country, where 

the Diſeaſe reigns : As Scurwy-graſs in Eng- 

land, and in other Northera Countries, 

doth ſpring up Natarally. And yet an Expe- 

riment hath been made, and maugh Art uſed, 

and Care taken, to Plant and Cultivate Scur- 

vy-Graſs .in ſome parts of France, where the 

' Diſeaſe is not. kndwn, and ic would not 
grow. 


vr" 6, Some Herbs do Figure: the Part that 
4 they are good to Heal ; As Adders-Tongue, 
+ -- . Hearts-Tongue , . Rib-wort ,  Wood-Sorrel, 
>. that hath the ſhape of a Heart, is accounted 
-a good Cordial Herb. | | 


7. How ' doth God's Wiſdom appear in 
\placing the Sun, P/al. 19.4. In amo 
God is: {aid: co:-have made a Tabernacle, -or 
. Dwelling-place for the Sun;.- That: part of 

the Heavens that is between the two bet 
% at 9 
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icks of Cancer and Capricorn, itt which: the 
oa ſtill moves, or is, may be ſtiled the 74» 


bernacle of the Sun. This is wonderfat Wiſe 


dom, 'that the Sun ſhould be ſo ſituated in 


the midſt of the Heavens, co communicate 


Light and Heat to the whole: World ſucceb 
ſively : That the Sun never goes beyond rhe 
Tropicks, but doth in fo orderly a way re- 


turn to us again, oblerve fuch an exa&  * 
Courſe in the lengthning or ſhortning of the 


days, the Sun doth not Riſe or Set ewo days 
in the ſame place. God puts this Queſtion 
to Fob, Job 38. 12. Heaſt thow commanded the 
morning ? Haſt thou cauſed the day-(pring to know 
its place ? And Pſal. 104. 19. The Sun know- 
eh his going down. The Sun doth Rife and 
Set in different places every day, yet ic is ſaid 
to know the place of its Riſing and Setting, 


as if it had a Principle of Reaton and Une" ,” 
derſtanding, that the Days and Heat ſhould - + 
increaſe and decreaſe,in ſuch a ſtated courſe, 
That we do not paſs from the excremity of” © 


Cold into the ſcorching Heat of Sntnmer, * 


but through a Spring, that doth partake of 


Cold and Heat mixed :* And that we do not - 


paſs out of the heat of the Summer, into the 
extremity of Winter cold, hut through an 


Autumn, that-hath a mixcure of ſome heat © 


and cold, This'is wonderful Wiſdom; that 
God hath clothed and beautified the Sun 


. With fuch 'aglorious Garment of Light,P/al. 
NY 19.5 
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19.5;6.Which' is as @ Bridegroom coming out © 
bis - carrier God hath given him ſo rele 
a motion, that he rejoyceth as a ſtrong man to 
run a race. Hu gomg forth is from the end 
of the heaven, 'and but circuit unto the ends 
of it. -O-how wonderful is God's Wiſdom 
and Power, to make a Sun that ſhould run 
round the World every day-with ſo ſwift a 


" +motion! That God ſhould furniſh the Sun 


with ſo great a heat, that-it is ſaid there is 
nothing hid from the heat of it! Ie pierces 
even to the Roots of Plants and Trees, and 
reaches into the bowels of the Earth. This 
allo is wonderful, That the Sun riſing every 
Morning, doth give a new ſtamp and beauty 


, . 46 the Earth, and the Creatures in it, Fob 


138. 13, 14. The daylight takes hold of the ends 
of theearth ; that is, rhe earth us turned as clay 

20 the" ſez!. The Light is as a Seal that ſtamps 
' the Earth ; the Earth by darkneſs loſeth its 
laſtre, (for then we cannot diſcern it) but 
by the Morning lighe doth (as to our ſenſe) 


-  . recover a new luſtre, as if -Clay were new 


ftamped, and received a new impreflion by 
ageal : and as if the Earth were decked with 
4 new Garment, and variety of Ornaments, 
and had a new beauty arid luftre put on it. 
 JAdanifold are Gods works, and in wiſdons be 
hathmadethem all, Plal. 104. 24. 


- F 
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©. 5. The Goodneſs of God eminently ap- 
pears in the making of the Creatures.” The 
earth"isFull of the goodneſs of ax Ld; Plak3q. 
5. The Earth is faid to be full of the Mercy 
of the Lord, Pſal. 119.'64. The'Lord is good 
ro' all, and bis tender mercies are 'over all bis © 
works, Plal:'145. 9, This' was wonderful 
Goodneſs, that ' God prepared a place for 
" 'Mans Habitation before he was made. 'God * 
commanded the Waters to be gathered toge- 
ther into 'one place, and” the dry Land eo 
appear, that ' Man might have a 'place of 
Abode : The waters ftood above the mannutaint, 
they covered all,. Plal. 104. 6, 7,8. But God 
rebuked this as a diſorder 5; he gave forth a 
thundering Command to the Waters, 'at, 
which they fl-d,' and haſted away. Twas 
things here are obſervable : ps 6.22 


I. That God brake up a deep and hol- 
low place in the Earth, large enough to re- 
ceive ſuch vaſt quantities of Warets, Fob 38. 

. To. I brake up for it my decreed place, that 
the Earth ſhould ſink fo deep as to entertain 
theſe huge Treaſures of Waters. _ Iris ſome-. 
what probable, that as the Earth was depref- 
ſed fo low in ſome places, ſo ir did propor. 
tionably ſwell, and riſe high in other places. 
The low Valley, in which the deep Sea doth 
lie, is anſwered by high Mountajns, that 
. aſcend ſo much above the plain ground. 
1H;% 2. This . 


. 
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2. This ' is obſervable;. That;God hut in 
the Sea; he ſets bars;anddoors, - God com- 
manded che Sea, Hitherto ſhalt thou came, but 
wo further 5 and bere fhatl thy proud waves be 
Paed, Job 35. 10,41. £08 is wonderful 

r- and Goodneſs, for God to Park is, 
_= nd Incloſe, fo wild and furious/,a Creature 
' as the Sea is ; and when its Waves riſe to 
 becas high Mountains, God is faid to tread 
he. "Waves of tbe Sea, Fob 9.8. And 
God treads theſe ſwelling and mountainous 
Waves into a Plain when he ailays ur 
Wind ; cauſeth the Storm to ceaſe, 
makes; a Calm, God hath ſet a bound, - 
may not pals over ; that they turn not 
_ to cover the Earth. The ſand is fixed 
as a bound to this furious Creature by @ per- 
Perual decree, Jer. 5.22. 


_ 2« Here is more Goodnefs, that reſtrains 
the Waters that are over our Heads : God 
binds up the waters in bu thick clouds, and the 
elonds are not rent under them, Job 26. 8. We 


_ dwell between two Seas, a Sea below, and 


a Sea in the Clouds. There are vaſt quanti- 
ties of Waters in the Clouds, that would fall 
- down and overwhelm ns, did not the pow- 
er of God bear them up. For this reaſon, - 
as well as others, Gods ſtrength is ſaid to be 

' in the clouds, Pſal..68. 34, * | 
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3- That God hath/made ſuch yariety; and 
abundance of Creatures, * for Mans uſe; 

Bread to , and Wine to: chear-his 
Heart, ' Pal." xo i; » Birds, Beaſts, and 
Fiſhes, for his uſe. God did not: make Matt 
cill he had ſtocked a Farm, and furniſhed 4 
Hoalſe for him. The earth is fall of Gods riches, 
Pfal, 204. 24. which were made not to ad- 
vantage, or egrich God, for be hath need of 
nothing, As 17. 25. bur Man was to be en- 
riche by being made Proprietor and Poſ- 
leſſor of this great Houſe and Farm. 


That God: ſhould ſo graciouſly ſhare, 
and divide the Sun, Moon, and Stars, and 
by turns communicate their _ to all Na- 

. tions, Demt./4. 19. The Sun ſhines co ſome, 
and makes a day with them, when it's nighe 
with others.” The Sun gives a ſix Months 
day to ſome, afid a fix Months night to 
others; ſo the Moon and Stars do by turns 
afford light to ſeveral parts of the Earth. - 


5. That God hath made Beaſts for bur- 
_ to carry Men, and their Goods, up and 

. to Draw'and Plow their Ground. 
ry -_ made other Beaſts, Birds and 


Fiſh, co feed Men. 


£ 


6. That God hath not only made Herbs 
and Figs for Food, but alſo for —_— 
0.» h Cale 


'/ 


of Birds, Trees, and Plants, fo that God's great 


|  Jarnedout of the earth, and toceals their being 


i ha 
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Healing of Diſeaſes, and Curing of Wounds. 


7, That the'Earthidoth not only ſerve us, 
with its ſurface*and outſide, bearing under- 
Wood, Trees, ' Broom, Furzes, and Turf, 
bat with its inſide, Heart-and Bowels. There 
are ſeveral rich Mines, precious Stones, Peat 
and 'Coals, growing ' in the -Bowels of the 
Earth-for Fuel.” The Earth fgrves us with 
its-outfide arid infide, which :Thould oblige: 
us to ſerve God with our Souls and Bodies, 
with our Hearts and Lives. | | 


8. Though particular Creatures, as Meh, 
Beaſts, Birds, 'Fiſh, Flowers, Herbs, Trees, 
do die, yet God doth not ſuffer any Species 
of Creatures utcerly to periſh, and: be extin- 
gaiſhed, but new Creacuresdo ſpring up: and 


* riſe in the room of thoſe that decay and 
"periſh, and fo do fill up their place. Thou 
- fendeſt forth thy ſpirit, and they are created, 
© -thou reneweſt tbe face of the earth, Plal. 104. 


30. God's Spiritgives Life to the Creatures, 
he brings forth a new Stock of Men, Beaſts, 


Farm is not left unftocked and unfurniſhed'; 
God may be ſeen and felt in his Creatures, - 
Thoſe that do not ſee God's Glory, that da 
not adore his Wiſdom and Power, that do 
not admire his Goodneſs, deſerve to be .con- 


- here, 


- 
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here, Pſal. 104. 4. yea, that Cheiſt outs | 


come in flaming Fire, to take Venge- 
ance on them for . their Ignorance of 
God : That they cloſe their Eyes 4gainſt 
ſuch/'a lighe as ſhines through the Warld; 
fpreads and diffuſes it ſelf among all the Crea- 


tures, Man was made to feek God, A#s 17.26, 


27. | And. God endu:d Man with' a Life of 
Li ighe,John 1:40. Taughc him more than the 
Beafl of the Earth,and made him wiler than 


the Fowls of Heaven, Fob 35.10,11. and this. 
wasto fit Man to ask and inquire after Gods ©. 


Every Rational Creature ſhould ſay, Whe 
is God my Maſter, that gives Songs iq t 


Night? God did noc ' breathe a Soul into Man, 
thatthe ſhould pant after the duſt -of. the 


Earth, Amos 2.7. but ſhould breathe and pant 
after God, Pſal.42.1,z. . | 
2. Cbrif will come in flaming for, to tak. 
. Vengeamet on thoſe that obey not the Goſpel of 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, Three things here” I hat 
inſiſt upon z x. T ſhall ſhew w at the; Goſpel 
is. 2.) Whatit is to obey the Goſpel."3. How 
great and heinous a fin it is, not to obey the 
Joe of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
- 1. ' What the Goſpel is, I Anſwer, Ir is not 
y cody eay}4xla, a romiſe, but «ay, 
Good News that this Proiniſe is performed, 
Ads rho 37,33. We declare unto you glad tidings, 
ps bs; at Fatt which was made unto the 
fathers, God m_ the Jams unto ws their 


"4 clildres; 


A of; 
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ebildren, in that be bath raiſed wp : Feſt again, 
Thelſe/glad Tidings are brought 'by.;the Sov 
our of the boſom of the Father, John 1.18.-Jt.is 
News of the beſt Good, + the ſweeteſt 
eaft;the richeſt Inheritance,the moſt Noble 
_ and Honorable Relation to God 3+ and that 
' when a Sentence of Death might hiave-been 
dreaded,and an Eternal Vengeance felt, It is 
. '@ Goſpel of grace, A&ts 20:24. 4 > © of ſabua- 
tion, Eph. 131,24. The goſpel of *the' king doin 
Matti4.23. Here is Salvation from theimoſt 
dreadful Evils;he poſleffion ofa glorious and 
. everlaſting Kingdom, and all beſtowed in'a 
way of pure Grace. -. 
. »2, What is it to obey. the Goſpel: we read 
_ "of obeying the Truth, Gal.3.1. and what ſhall 
he theend of them that obey not the Golpel 
of God,1Per.4.17, Theſeexpreflions of obey- 
ng the Truth, and obeying the Goſpel, do| 

| Mein to intimate that the-Goſpel is ſomethirig 
. Imore than a meer-Promiſe, To 'obey the 
'Goſpe}; is to Believe'and Repent 5; we muſt 
\credie God's Teſtimony, '1 Cor.2:x. 1{:5. 3. 
"© Rorg.15.17. Believe the Report he: gives, 're- 
_ ceive the Gifts thath& offers, elſe: we rejet 
"the higheſt Mercy, -atid ' make God/a. Liar, 

'x Fobw-5.10. if we believe not the Goſpel, 
-2.”We muſt alſo Repenr of oar Sins/'To 
be calle to Repene-of bur Sins, 'and to have 
ſuch ſweet; great, and: ſtrong Incouragernents 

© wKepent, certainly Goſpel-gtace, Mp 
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Fay Matt.to.5.) faith, He doth not preach 
olpel that doth gore Repentance. 
11g aotowdar is a GolpelDuty cheſe three 

do evidence and dgmonſtrace. 

.1+ J&js,a Call from an offended B04 
ked Husband, <o recurn from our Whore- 
doms,and to be Loyal .to him. Thou haſt play- 
ed the harlat with ma nal 14 return agar 
fo me, /aith the Lird, Jer.3.:. God acting ac* 
. cording jto. the Covenant of Works, wou d for 
eyer divorce, and ecernally puniſh Sinners Tor 
their, ar Adpjerie, not call 'em to be reconciled, 

Call to-Repencance is a Call from 

Chriſt a Phyſician, Marc, 9 . 12, 13... The 
bave no need of a Phyſician ; 1 am come to 

mers to repentance... Chrilt in this aCts 2s 

a Phyſician,in calling Singers ro Repentance, 


+ that 2h may be hisPatients,and charhe may 


/ heal and recover them, from their Diſeaſes.. 


z A. Callto Cam flows from God, 5 | 
an epherd: He ſeeks out that + 


Chriſt as a $ 
- which was loſt, and brings back-that whi 
was gone aftray, Luke 19.10. Theſe are 
proper to.Chrilt as a Shepherd,and ito 
tance muſt needſbe a Duty.althe Gol- 
Fez 8. Iupl hiſs for them, ed gather 
have redeemed them. Here is plain 
fo lion to Hos Shepherds hiſs, to gather the 
"Is othar ro. tered ; and. he gatt 
| Wee Redeemed them. I 
tie Cal ro. Repentanc? 
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4- 1ſhallſhew you what « beinows Sin it is ngt 
"to obey tbe Goſpel. 1. The Goſpel require us 
to be reconciled to God, 2 Cor. 1.2 
Mercy is it, that Reconciliation is poſlible-; 
we could not be Reconeiled but by thedeath 
of God's Son. We could not be healed bat by. 
his ſtripes, 7/a.53.5. God could not make Peace 
, with us;but he muſt make War withhi God 
Zech I 3+7- Awake,O ſword againſt m7 Jerpber 

and [mite the man that is my fellow, Devils rl 
not invited to be hb de the blind Hea- 
"then World are not called to be Reconciled. 
Let Heaven and Earth be Witneſs and Judge, 
whether it be not reaſonable that Sinners 
ſhould be reconciled to God ; that is/Love, 
and Goodneſs, that never did them any 
' wrong ; that is their Creator, Preſerver, and 
\Benefactor : Is not the enmity of Men unjuſt, 
fooliſh, and pernicious to themſelves? Shall 
Gtaſhoppers leap up againſt 'Heaven'? 140. 


22, Shall Worms, Feb 25.6. contend with the 


| Almighty ? Shall Potters Veſſels challenge” a 
"Rod of tron ? P/.2.8,9. Shall Scubble ad 
Chaff,.-Briers and Thorns.ſet themſelves in 
"Battle againſt devouring Fire ? Hath God 
_ found out a way to appeaſe his own” wrath 2? 
$. 27 4.5. To cur off his own pſea and adyan- 

pes againſt vs ? Nabum 10. 3. | To end the 

i” ul Controverſie tween Homen and 
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and-/comtinue the - War againſt God ?-Do 
you. reſolve to pluck down his wrath. and 
. Vengeance/ion you ? Will the ſhort, momen- 
tary pleaſures of Sin,countervail eternal Tor- 
ments 2!'When God Calls you to be Reconci-: 
led, whatis contained in it.but chat you ſhould 
lay down your weapons of Hoſtility,and lay 
hold. on Chrift's atoning Sacrifice, as the on» 
ly means of Reconciliation ? O ſhall not your 
Scum go out ob you ? Shall not your Dyoſs . 
be. ſeparated from you 2 Shall nor all the 
Tranſpreflions be caſt away by you? Should 
you riot return to your place, ſubmit, and be 
ſubje& to God ? You mult turn from your 
Iniquity, God wAMll never change and depart 
from bis Holineſs. 2. The Goſpel calls men 
to be Eſpouſed to Jelus Chriſt,Cant.8.8. The 
litele Sitter, that is, the Gentiles, are ſaid to bs 
ſpoken for ; that is, to give her Heart to, and 
ſet ber love'on Chriſt Jeſus, x Cor.6.17. Chriſt 
doth woe you to be joined to him, to give 
your ſelves to him, and to be his, 2 Cor.8.5, 
Is not Chriſt the moſt beautiful, rich, loving, 
- avd glorious Bridegroom ? Can you find any 
other Mazch, that may compare with him ? 
He is fairer than the children of men, $42. 
He is white,and ruddy,and the chi cen 
thouſ: v.5.10.He bath un{carchable righes, 
{. 3:8. Be is lore ic (elf, Cant.3.5,; All 
Cu whg#\ay 6 and Earth is given co him. 
"ATE 


; dead, buc he , alive, and lives for _ ' 
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rfiore, Matt.28.18, Rewii.1y; He' will never 
pur you away,or leave you a defolate' dilcon- 
folate Widow. Is it not amazing, thar Beauty - 
ſhould wooe Deformicy ? Riches folicit Po- 
verty 2 Nobility ſuit Vjlenefs arid Baſenels, 
and yet be reje&ed 2: If you match not with 
Chriſt, who ſhall pay your Debts? Prote& 
and cover you from Arreſts? Who ſhall maks 
you a Jointure, or provide you a Houſe'and 
Horne in another World 2 Who' ſhall waſh 
away your Guilt and Filth ? Supply* your 
Wants? Cloth atid Cover your Nakednek: ? 
If Jelus Chriſt be not your Husband,will you 
fill dote on baſe and beggaily Obje&s? Will 
you ſtill goaWhoring from God ? P/ak 14:27» 
Will you continue Abelab, dwelling in your 
own Tent,and broken off trom the Houſe of 
God? Thoſe chat flight, and ſpurn at Chriſt's 
love, are they not worthy to teel the ſcorch- 
ing Fire of his wrath ? Carnal Creatures do 
not love a Spiricoal 'Bridegroom ; they ruſh 
into the embraces of carnal and preſent Ob- . 
jects, bur Souls conſider not they mult ſhorcly 
be ſnatched out of the boſom of beloved Ob- 
jecs,muſ! be ſeparated from them,and'be for 
ever puniſhed Tor their Adulterous Embraces 
of them. . 3. It is @ beinous ſin not to be willing 
80 be Chriſt's Patients, He is a Phyſician, Marr, 
9,12, His Blood is a Soveraign Medicine a- 
_ gainſt the guilt of Sin, his Spirit is'a mighty 
* Antidote againſt the power af Iniquity; Ne- 
Aa» x : - Ver 


,% 
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ver-i\wWas there ſuch a Phyſician as Chtiſt,) 
that did Die to-provide the Medicine, 'and- 
Bars & again, and Viſits the Dead1o appiy- 
5.25. None can Viſit and recover 

Dead but Jeſus Chriſt ; but who regards;'or 

mincds,a cure for his Soul ? Do-not the wounds 
at Sinners more rankle, teſter, and putrify 2 2 
Do not their Diſeaſes grow ſtronger on'em? 
Do not their Luſts root deeper ? Yea,are not 
Sinfiers '{o blinded, that. chey think cheir Dil. 
eaſes to be Members neceflacy and profitable? 
How many do not account themieiyes lick; 
but'rather whole ? Matr.9:12,13. The Jews, 
chought themſelves to be found, and free trom 
Spiritual: Diſcaſes. This highly provokes Jeſus 
Cheiſt, that on ſuch coſtly terms he became 
a Phyfician, and yet Men ieel no-want;:or 
netd afthim, obs 3.14,15. Tho' our difeaſes 
are dangerour, and equa us wich/ eternal 
Death';z cho? the cure {cems to be {ocaſie,rhat 
Perſons may look to Chriſt,and be rid ofthe 
deadly Poylon of the Old Serpent ; »a touch ' 
of Chiiſt may heal the Spiricual Leprofie and 
our touching of Chriit by Faich; may -cavde 
our iſſue of Blood to dry up, yer Sintiers ſee 
not,know _ plague of cheir own hearts, 
theyare pleaſed wich their Dropſe wit Thinf, 
heir Beverith Fire, and burning Luſts'; thay 
think chey ſhould be maimed,it their. Meme 
bers:on | Earth were cut off ; and chat-cheir 
_ Cp totchrony are: 4f . bereaved 
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the Pleaſures of Sin ; tho' their condition 

[ws Chriſt be wholly deſperate, yer 
will not part with their Diſeaſes; but languiſh 
under them, pine away in them, and die . 

eternally. Blk 

' 4. It is heinous Diſobzdience againſt the 
Goſpel, that Men willnot be Chriſt's Gueſts, 
Mat. 22. 1,2, 3+ The Fews were invited to 
a Marriage-Feaſt, made by the Father for his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, Mar.22. t. Pſal. 18. ult. Pſal. 
22. 26. to partake of his Reſt, his Pleaſure, 
his Joy, his Glory ; but Sinners make light 
of the Chear, tho? it be ſpiritual, ſired ta 
the nature and duration of the Soul ; tho? it 
be fatisfatory, and will make the Hearts of 
Men to live for ever, yet, as ſick Perſons, 
they abhor this dainty Meat, Fob 33- 20; 
They luſt after the Dainties of Carnal De- 
lights. chey are prepoſleſſed with the love of 
the Warld, and ſo do haſten to the Feaſt 
thar'Sitan bids them to, but they invent aud 
make Excuſes to blind their own Minds, and - 
harden their own Hearts, and to hold them» 
ſelves back from this Feaſt ; they lay out 
their Money for that which is not Bread, 
and cheir Labour for thae which ſatisfies not; 
th:y muſt ſhortly fall under an eternal Fa- 
min of all Good, and then muſt ear the bit- 
ter Fruic of their own ways and doings, and 
. drink the Wrath of the Almighty. ' This is a 
heiaous Sin, that Men will not come.to 
at's "Criſt. 


(89) * - 
Chriſt's Feaſt, 1. when they are not able to 
keep alive their own Souls, Pſak 22. 2g. they. 

have nothing to ſuſtain and ſupport their lan- 

guifhing and dying Souls, but, as the Prodi- 


gal, they are ready to periſh with Famine: _ ' 


2. This is a Feaſt made on a Sacrifice, Chbrift 
our Paſſover # ſacrificed for ms, let ws ther 
keep the Feaſt, 1 Cor. 5.7, 8. Ia. 25.6. How 
precious, how coſtly is this Feaſt! 2. It.is 
a Feaſt 'of Marrow and. fat things: here is 
Pardon and Juſtification thro' che Redempti- 
on'that is in Jeſus Chriſt.:; here is Adoption, 
Salvation, a Kingdom of Glory z/ God him+ 
ſelf -will be the Father and Portion of thoſe 
that come to this Feaſt ; here are Wines well 
refined from all droſs and dregs. 4. Itis a 
Feaſt made for al Nations, Hedges are pluck'd 
#p, and Inclofures are thrown open,. this is a. 
common Salvation , Iſa. 25. 6. Luke 14- 2 
5s. Chriſt's Miniſters, as they are to pluck ſe. 
Cure Sinners out of the Fire, ſo chey are to 
ſtrive, and compel them to come'in to.the _ 
Feaſt, Fud. 23 Luke 14.23. 

5. This is atf-onting and highly provokin 
Diſobedience to the Goſpel, that Men wil 
not traffick and trade with Chriſt, that they 
, will not be Chriſt's Chapmen and his Cufto- 
Mers, when 1. Chriſt's Goods are excellent 
and neceſſary : We muſt be poor, without 
his Gold tried in the Fire ; we muſt be 
thamefully naked, without his white Raiment ; 
| - we 
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falve;. we-mult {tarve, if we do not \eac of. 
his good things, and delight our {elves in the: 
Fae things offer'd : here 1s Milk for nouriſh- 
- ment,; and fpicitual- Wine, as a. moſt noble 
and generous Cordial ;* we'may eat and nat 
die, Fobn 6. go, Pſal. 22. 26. we may 'eat and 
be ſatisfied, and our Hearts will love for.ever. 
2. Theſe Goods are brought near, 1/a. 55. 1: 
Come down to the Waters, as Goods brought 
from-/a foreign Country to the Wharf, Key, 
or Shore of a Town or City; and ſome are 
{ent up iatq the City, to proclaim that the 
Goods are arrived®and are to be had at the 
Water-fide : The Blood of Chriſt is the Red- 
Sea, by which. all Chriſt's (piricual Goods are 
imported into the World, 3. Chriſt keeps 4 
[Market for ths Poor, and none but he doth 
fo, Iſa. 55.1. buy Hine and Milk without mony 
and price. Trade is driven by Mony, or ex- 
change ofGoods, but here neither Mony nor 
Price, we-part with nothing that doth impo+ 
veriſh us or enrich Chriſt. If chere were 
Markets and Fairs kept for the Poor here in 
the World, how wouid they be frequented? 
what flocking, what crowding would there 
be to get to ſuch Markets ? yet; how . do 
Chriſt's goods lie by, as ſlighted and neglett> 
ed! 4, Chriſt counſels us to buy of him, and 
' hisCounſel ſhanld be a Command to us, andiay 
a Neceflity on us, but (alas!) how ſtupidand 
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| we muſt ba «ternally blind without 'bis Eye-) 
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fenſleſs are thatprovideno Treafirefor 
their Souls or Eternity ? they-Have-no- Good 
to carry away With them; or toenjoy for ever, 

+ they (cek-giot for their own things,Cuk.t6.12; 
buc content themſelves with the things of » 
other ; fo they' are only Stewards, noe Pro- 
pridtors; Richey are the things of anocher, but 
Graces areour own things : but Sinners'{&6 
not their 6wn Wants and Poverty, they un- 
derftand nv#, ptize not Chri/ſ®s Riches and Fub 
neſs, Rew. 3. 17. they are cohtented to cont 
fue poor, as deſtitute of an inberent, and n#- 
ked, as void-of an imp mpateg Rig Righteoufneff, ' 
6. This Mifrsnp Chrilt”FAnger a herd and 
ucks down his Vengeance on Sihners, ' that 
when Chriſt comes neat to them, knocks with 
Importunity; atd waits with much Patience, 
yet they will not open coChriſt ; He came 0 
bus own, yet bs own received bim nor, Jobn 1.11. 
Lake 2.7. It Chriſt with his Body were on 
- Earth, would not they be accounted very 
unkind and a that would 'not Enapr> 
tain and lodge Chrit in their Houſes 2 © Bax 
yet do not Polſon s of nominal and titular 
Chriſtians ſhut Chriſt our of their Hearts? — 
ſuffer Sin, Satan, and the World to keep pof: 
ſeflion; but they ſhut out the Prince of Life, 
the King of Glory, the Heir of all things ; 
my Seriordeges ot Chrj NI Co's come 

all to him order 'a 
all or himſelf: Guile, Poverty, and Mir 
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are ſhat intotheir Souls; Righteouſneſs, Ri- 

ches, Life are ſhut,out. | 

+7 This 'is grievous Diſobedience ,to the 

your that Men are not willing.to be made 
or ſet free, 1. They are not willing to 


be made clean ; As @ Fountain ca/teth out ber 
waters, [0 Jeruſalem caſteth out ber wickedneſs: 
O Jeruſalem, wilt thou not be made. clean 2 Jer. 
6.7. When ſhall -it once be? Is it not moſt 
reaſonable that Souls ſhould be made clean ? 
yet they return, as che Dog to bus vomit, and as 
the Sow that was waſhed $0 ber wallowing in the 
, mire, 2 Pet, 2. laſt. © God pronounces woe to 
thoſe that will not'be made clean, and will 
you deceive your ſelves, and fay, it ſhall be 
well with you ? Chriſt tells us, Except be waſhes 
us, we can bave no part with bim im the King dom 
of Glory, John 1 E 8. and will you give the 
Ly to Chriſt, and credit Satan, that, you ſhall 
go to Heayen tho'you are not waſhed ? Can 
, you thrult into the new Fers/alem,into which |, 
no unclean thing ſhall enter, Rew. 21. laſt 2? 
Men ſometimes promiſe fair, and faintly re- 
ſolve to cleanſe themſelves, but when ſhall it 
once be ? they ch: t cleanſe not away their 
Filth, muſt chemlelves be waſhed away, as 
Spots from the Face of the Church, and be 
abhorred, by God for ever. 2, Men are high- 
ly diſobedient to the Goſpel, inthat they will 
not be made free; they are fond of their Fet- 
ters, and hug their Chains,as the Servant that 
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rejeted the benefit of the Year of Releaſe or 
Jabilee, ſaying, I love my Maſter, I will not g 
out free, Exod.21. 5,6. So Men love Sin, their 
old Maſter ; when a better choice is offer, 

they ſtick to their old and firſt choice ; yes, 
' They have choſen their own ways, and their Soul 
delights in their abominations, Ila. 66. 34 The 
molt of Men are like the carnal [raelites, fa- 
tisfied with tHeir Slavery : They aid to Moſes 
and Aaron, 'Let ws alone to ſerve the Egyptians, 
Exod. 14. 12. ' So Sinners would not be di- 
ſturbed, they would be ler alone to ſerve the 
Devil, and. enjoy their Luſts. 

8. This is, high diſobedience to the Godpel, 
that'Men will not have Chr;/ to reign over 
them ; they are imcenſed, Ila. 45-24 they rage 
againſt” Chrift, Luke 19. 14,27. Pſa: 2. 1. but 
I may renew the Queſtion that Plate pur to 
the Fews,when they were fo inflam'd againſt 
Chriſt, What evil hath he done ? Mat. 27. 23. 
Cbrift calls Souls out of Prifon, and from their 
wandrings and ſtrayings, he' makes Men free 
from the Law of Sin and Death, and is this 
to do Evil ? how unreaſonable is it that Men 
ſhould be fo difaffefted towards, and fo pre- 
judic'd againſt the Kingdom of Chri#, when 
he reigns to deſtroy che reigning power 'of 
Sin, Saran, and Death, and to exale his Sub- 
je&s now to reign with him in'the Kingdom 
of Grace, and hereafter'to fit in' the Throne, 
and reign wich Chr; inthe PE of 
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. O that Sinners ſhould ever be ſo a6- 


| _ gral al to Cbrift, and fo x anger to their 


own Souls ! how mild, - 2 <g0, apd 1 
is the Government of Chrif 

only as a Political Head chat gives (4 4 = 
as .a Natural Head that gives Life, and influ- 
ences ; he governs as a Husband, Brother, and 


- Saviour : how- reaſonable therefore is it, that 


our homage and ſubje&ion to him ſhould 

gin in a Kiſs of Faith and Love ? Pſa. 2. laſt. 
But bow provoking is this, that Men chuſe 
Sin and Satan a Murtherer, and prefer him 
Before a Saviour ? This 4s to renew and re- 
vive the Afﬀronts put on Chriſt at his Paſſion, 
and to chuſe Barabbas r than Few. Thoſe 
that would not have Chr toxtig 
for their Salvation, do ft. 


9. This is ungrateful, and highly provo- 


+ *kivg Diſobedience to the, Goſpel,athat . Men 
\ a Sold have Chriſt co buy,; y c to poſſels and 


enjoy nothing : They: can;be willing Chriſt 
thould hire them;and, Pome them. areward, 
bue-they ſtand idle. all che day long, will do 


naWork for Chrilt, they are idle, and barren 
in the knowledg of Chriſt, yea, walk; as Ene- 
of Chrilt, "ahile they ſet.up 


alive 
acted 


-what:he cameo pull dawn, and: kee 
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due to him, but Men put off Chriſt with an 


empty Name of Lord, and with a dead form 
of Religion; they do not render the Fruits of | 
a Vineyard, or bring forth the Fruits of God's 
Kingdom ; their Knowledge is cold, idle and 
barren; as the light of a Glow-worm, that is 
not ſufficient todire& a Traveller in his way, 
The Goſpel ſhould bring forth Fruit, from 
the firſt day that Men know it, Col. x. J 6. 
it Gould be a Seal, eo ſtamp the Image of God 
on Me; it ſhould be a Mould, to ſhape and 
faſhion. Mens Hearts and Lives, Rom. 6. 17. 
as the Sun rifeth, and Man gres forth to bu 
work, Pf. ro4 2 2.10 when Chrift aviſeth and ſhi- 
neth in any Country, Men ould go forth to 
all the work of their beavenly calling ; Know- 
ledge ſhould not only float in the Head, ag be 


impriſon'd in the Mind, but ſhould be a Wahe - 


* 
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to Mens Feet, and a Lamp to their Paths, Pl , 
T19.-c05. But how many nominal Chriftiang 
do love darknels and hate the light? chey ftilt 
love to wander, and inthe brozd day to follow 


» 


9. 


A 


Sin and Satan; they do nothing of all that - 
God commend: them; they only ffray,and work 


Iniquity, and ſo deſerve ro be caſt into. outer 
darkneſs, Jer.14.10. Fer. J2+2 3339+ Mat. 8.12. . 
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tur thus ſaith the Lord to the men of 7 


and Jeruſalem, Break up. your 
Ground, and fow not among, fo — 


N' the words we may obſerve,” 1. Sp2a- 1&4 7 
ker, the Lord ; All Men ſhould have. © 
an Ear to liſten, when the Lord hath a 
Tongue to (peak. 2. The Perſons fpo- 
ken to, the Men of Fudab and Feruſalem. 
3. The Exhorcatjon or Counſel given tothem, 
Break up our fallow gromnd. Three things are * 
to be remarked in thefe words, 1.Fhat-chere 
were fallow grounds in Fudah and Feruſalem, 
that-were'a People choſen to be huly to-the” 
Lord; and, that might: ſeem 15 thongs go 
fruirful Field, a pleaſant and delightful Para- 
' difz.-2, This may alſo ſeem ſtrange,that they 
ſhould be call'd to break np their fallow ground. | 
Whar an humbling,abafing Expreflion/1s this ! 
chey might think they had made a'great-pro- 
_ gels in Religion, and wereadvanced far tos, 
wards a ripe Harveſt of Righteor 
was not this eo-lower and ſer them back, to 
calt'on them to/break up their fallow pans. 7; 
as ho they had7yec done nothing, OE. | 
yet begin or doneche;finſt work in R 
"of firſt Rep in the ay of 
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were to begin all anew, and ſet their hand to 
the Plough, to break up their nnd ground. 
3- This 1s obſervable, that this Exhortation is 
given tothe Men of Fadeh; and Feruſalem, 
that werethen the only Church of God: this 
intimates, that in the Church only-chere is the 
ſpiritual Plow, the Plow-men, and the right 
Seed tofow the Soil; and no where elſe ;; there 
'is a direction and dehortation, Sow not among 
-' Thorns." Some do think that if they; hearSer- 
ons, read the Scriptures and good! Books, 
and do ſome A&ions materially good, that 
this is Seed ſown for a Harvelt of Glory ; but 
yer all is labour loſt, if the Ground be+rnot 
cleanſed, if the Soul be not purified from baſe 
Luſts and Afﬀections : theſe Thorns do be- 
dwarf; rob, ſtarve the good Seed, fo that no 
Fruit i« brought to perfetion. Holy Duties 
do'not ſandtifie a carnal Man, but are defiled 
by him. Hag. 2. 13,'14. they that are unclean 
themſelves do pollute all they mecdle with ; 


the Plague that is in the heart infeRs rhoyghts, 


intentions, words and attions, 1 Kin, 18. 38. 
 The'fore-skin of the Heart will carnalize all 
we meddle with, Fer. 4.4. The words may 
vield us theſe two Dodrines ; 1. That the 


Hearts of unregenerte Men are like to fallow 


Ground. 2. That it'is their Duty to break wp 
their fallow Ground, For the proſecuting of 
the firſt Dodrin, T ſhall ſhew why the Hearts 
of unregenerate Men-are-compar'd to-falloy 
Ground. .1. A fallow Ground is that which.once 
©11 was 
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was plow'd and ſow'd: Man 


neſs, beautified wich che Image of God andeno® 
bled. wich a divine; life. The firſt [Tables that 
Moſes receiv'd were the Work of God.; and the 
Writing was the Writing, of God, Exod. 32. 16.. 
The Writings and the Tables ſeem co be created 
together : fo our firſt Parents had their Soil and 
ſpiritual Seed created together ; che Tables and 
the Writing were fram'd at once; the Law of 
God was engraven on the Mind and Will of 4+ 

dam and Eve : the Meal.of the faculties of cheir 
Souls was always leaven'd with holinels and righ- 
teouſneſs ; Man's Soul was once ſowed. þy,. and 
became a eur field to God. 2. This is implied, 


that now this-holy Seed 4s killed or_rooted gut ; 


as when Wheat and Barley is ripe and cur, the 
ſtalks and root dies, and it will never bring forth 
any more Wheat or Barley ; ſo the Law, of God 
is blotced out ofthe Image of God defaced from, 
the Life of God extinguiſhed in our Souls, fo that. 
we ſhall never pleaſe God, or bring forth any 
acceptable Fruit rohim, if we are not broken up 
and ſowed anew : our Souls are like the ſecond 
Tables that Moſes brought to God, meer blanks, 
till God doth again write his Law in them. 

3. As a fallow Ground ordinarily brings forth 
only Briars, Thiſtles, Thorns, and ſo is uſeleſs and 
unprofitable to the Husghandman; ſo our Nature 
is ſo void and deſticute of what is good, ſo prone 
and inclinable to that which is evil, that they 
that: are in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe God, Ro.8.9., 

5K 2. 
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akind in our firſt Par. © 
rents were once ſow'd with;original Rightequſ® | | 
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A corrupt Tree cannot bring forth goid Froit,” Mat. 
8, Origia Sin) awellsin "ig it dwells Jone, 
Path poſſeſſion: of the whole Sonl, and all irs fa- 
culties, andic hath not only a Houſe,bor a Throne 
in us naturally ; it works in os all manner of 
Concupiſcence, Rom. 7. 8. but in this Fleſh of ours 
dwelleth nothing that is good, Rom. 7. 18, but 
the Spirit that dwelleth in ws Juſteth to excy and all 
unrighteouſneſs, Fam. 4. 5. , 

4. As 2 fallow Ground muſt be plow'd and 
fow'd, elſe *cwil] not bear Wheat,or yield Bread, 
ſo onr Hearts muſt be broken, and fowed with 
good Seed, elſe Holinefs will never root deep in 
the Hearc, and ſpring up in the Life ; we muſt 
have the Law of God written in us, Fer. 31.33. 
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we muſt have the Fear of © put into us, Fer.32. 
39, 40. and the Spirit of God, Ezek. zo: 27.,07 
elſe we ſhall yield no Harveſt of Righteouſneſs 
or Obedience to God. WK 
Uſe. 1. Be convinc'd of this, that you. are a 
 » fallow Ground, that you have Sou r and em- 
py of that which is good, and that your carnal 
inds are Ettmity to God,are not ſubje& ro the 
Law of God, neicher indeed can be, Rom. 8. 7. 
Ea, tho' in ſome ſence you may be ſaid to be 
wed,as the Higbway-ground, the Stony, the Thor- 
j Ground were, Mat.13. 20,2 1,22. yet you may 
be ſaid ſtill to be a fallow, becatiſe the d  wi- 
thers, is ſtarved and choked, ſo that no Fruit. is 
brought forth to pleaſe and delight the heavenly 
Husbandman. 4x 
© 2. Bo tumbled deeply for chis, that you ny 
ROW © 
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& long cooriaved aj4tow a {otlow,fo that God hath hid. 
noHarveſt of Righteouſneſs, no bros 
of good Works: you! bave dane 

of atl-that God hathcammandedyou, FJerda.23 23, 
have only done Evil,and wrought Iniquity, Fer. 
* $2. 304 :your thoughts have been on!y evil, Gen. 6.5. 
your:;words evil, How ca 4 corrupt generation (peak 
good things, Mat.12. 34? your actions evy, | s cor- 
rupt' Tree bringeth forth corrupt” Fruit, Matt. 7 I7. 
The-Predigal that went into a.far. Ceonntry did 
neither perform ſervice to his Fgther, narevjoy » 
communion with him, iLuke 15. 13. 

3-/Do not remain a fallow Greed, it will. be 
fd to:enjoy no good licrgafrer, for God torneap 
no Fruits of Righteauſneſs from you, and youto 
reap no'ſraits of Mercy from him :theretc re be 
nat. comented to hen the ruines of your . Falls, 
and not to be bettei'd or benefited atall by the 
Word of Grace, the Goſpel of Reconciliation :; 
. Tt will be bad for the Founder to welt, in warn, 
Fer.-6,-29. Becauſe wickedneſs js nat ſeparated 
from yol; and-you-refined. om \your. Deofs; it 
will be fad forChriſ and bis Miniſters to-labour 
- irvvain, becauſe you ate fioegather'd in. forthe 
Dew-and-Rain to come'often on you, and. yet 
yau bring forch-only-Briars and Thorns, HeS8, 
O conſider theſe following things : - -.. -- 

» 7; Your'fallow:Growd is capable of manoring 
and a} as Iſaac by plowing andſaw- 
ing inCanraan did make agreat advantagerochimse 
ſelf ; that Land which-before did only yield Her- . 


bagr,and feed his rw .did noe Corn, apd 


ſow'drinthat Land, and receiv'd in the fame 
year an hundred fold, Ges.-26.12. that:is,hethad 
reap'd} a hundred /buſhels:'of Corn for one that 
he ſow'd: how wasthe ground advanc'd; from 
feeding Carcel, to feed Iazc 
how'is a Soul exaked and enobled by ſpiritual 
Tillage, by bting plow and-ſow'd ! it'brings 
forch .Fruit for Chriſt to gacher and car; * Cant. 
4- ulr.” Let my beloved come into bus garden, and eat 
of. bis pleaſant fauits. ' Acts of moral Juſticeimay 
profit Men, may be beneficial to the Common- 
wealth and human Society, yet if they flow-not 
from a ſpiritual Spring, grow not on the root of 
lovero God, they donor pleaſe God, they are 
- not accepted with him ; The Fathers (as Yoſſuus 
in kis Hiſtory of Pelagianiſmrtells us) did call theſe 
- Opera Sterilia, barren Works, becauſe they had no 
tendencyito, nio influence on Eternal Life : buc 
if you,break up the fallow Ground, are renew'd by 
and ſow co the Spiric, you may receive in tha life 
an hundred fold,end at laſt reap and inherit ever- 
Jaſting life, Mat. 10.29. Gal. 6. 8. Fudgment may 
boil], in your Wildernes, 11a..32, 16. and youthacr 


weieto;merly altogether unprofitable,Rom 3.12. 


Philemon's Epiſt. may become /profitable, highly 
ſerviceable to God, - greatly beneficial and.uſeful 
to Men; unclean Creatures'may be-waſhed,old 
- and corrupt Creatures may be renew'd, 73t.3:5. 

2. Conſider how bad it will be noto beplow- 


| | ; ed and fowed : This is threatned as'a terrible 


ifs 


Judgment, That thi Lend of Canaan ſhouts keep 


and his Family !- fo: 
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 » did nourifh himſelf! and: his. large Family | 
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its Sabbaths along. as it lies deſolate and ceaſeth 
Tallage. Is it bad-tor the'Ground to lay FX th 
to keep a Sabbath; ro ceaſe from Culcure 2 how =» 
much worle isit tor che Soultto keep its Sabbaths, 
| (not holy, but): carnal and prophane: Sabbaths, 
. | while God's Plow doth not break it up, nor his. 
Seed 'be fow'd-irit- 2\ Men chen will be far from 
Rigbreouſneſ,.Il3,.46. 12, will ſerve divers Luſts 
and-Plealures, and be Wichout God in the World, 
they will chuſe their own ways, and their Souls de- 
light in their abominations. The Adve;: laries of thg 
* Fews, inthe Bebyloniſh.Captivity, {iw their Sab- 
baths, and mocked at them, Lam« 1. 7. but the 
' great Enemy of Souls will rezoyce at the idleand 
prophane Sabbacks chat wicked men keep, when 
they ceaſe to do good, and leave off R:gbreouſnef 
1m the Earcb, Amos. 9, 

2. Thoſe that are nor broken up and ſowed, 
will. be Satan's Poſleflion ; as be claims Strays + 
as his, fo he is the Lord of fallow Ground ; Such 
are, of ther Father the Devil, and bu lufts they will © 
da, 'Fobn 8. 44, It is ſweet and honourable to be 
God's. Hushandry, 1 Cer. 3. 9. but how dreadful , 
is3t.co be Satan's Husband:y ! Satan will {till be 
working in them, Epbe/. 2. 2. and filling of their 
Heaits, A&s 5. 3. he will be ſowing, planting, 
and.gratting in and on. them ; he will curor bis 
Nurlery by contioual-luggeſtions and teniprati- 
ons z* Satdp will (till be ſerving his turn-on, pro- 
moring. his intereſt by, and accompliſhing bis de« 
ſigns in Souls chat lye fallow : how. bad: will i@ 

_ be eo kzep Sabbaths, as relting from ſpiritual o]- * 
ORE H 4 lage 2? 


® 
""o—> 
- - 4& 
- 
MD 


| ( r0q ) CSR 45 
oe? This is. to keep Sabbaths - to-gratifie and 
 ®worſhip Satan; theſe Sabbaths ate working days 

' to pleaſe theFleſh, and rejoyce the Devil z fucty 

do the Devil's Will in time, and if Grace doth 

nat prevent, they muſt ſuffer God's Will coEter- 
nity, | 

 $- Thoſe that are as a fallow Ground do bitter- 

ly provoke God to anggr, Hof. 12. laſt, They 

bring forth Grapes of gall, their cluſters are bitter, 

Deut. 32. 33. Can che beavenly Husbandman 

feed on and delight in ſuch Grapes? doth not his 

Soul loath arid abhor them ?. but as to good 

Grapes,are they not empty Vines? Hol.ro.1, Theſe 

'* fallow Grounds ate like the barren Fig-tree; Chriſt 

” hungred and came to this Fig-tree, and found 

nothing on it but Leaves; this ſo provoked Chri/l, 
that he curſed it, Mat. 21.18,19. and ſaid unto it, 
Let no fruit grow on thee bencefor ward for ever ; and 
_ preſently the Fig-tree wither'd away. In what 
danger are Souls that are barren Pig trees ? Chriſ# 
may curſe them {o, that their Leaves may wither, 
their form of Religion decay and be utterly loſt, 
. a Sentence may go forth againſt them, Cut rhem 
down,whby ſhould they any longer cumber the ground # 
Luke 13, 7. Fhoſe that are not Trees for Fruit, 
ſhall be Trees for Fuel 5 The Tree that bringeth 

” mot forth good fpuit « bhewn down, and caſt mto-the 

- fre, Mat. 3-10. The Ground that after Rain and 

'* Dew have come often on it, and yetgit bringetb 

| £* only Briers and Thorns, iq is nigh to:er/ng, 


d ics end is to be burnt, Heb. 6. $, 
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114; If yon continnea'Fallow Ground,you wilt 

ring forth Fruit only "to Death, and fir-your® 1 
ſelves for Deſtruation;Rom.7.5, You will-pileup * 
fuel ict che Inferriat Topher,and fill the Treaſury | 

of God's wrath, Ro9.2.5, as the cluſters are bie- 
aan ſo-abhorred by God,fo ee roy 
Poylonof Dragons,and the cruel venom , 
and fo molt facal , pernicious and deſtrutive to 
your ſelves, © As Men now 4rink in iniquity like 
water, Job 15.16. ſothey muſt ſhortly "drink of 
tbe wrath of the Almighty, Job 21.20. O therefore 
cry mightily to , that he would remember '. 
you'in your miſerable and loft Eſtate. Theres 
a {(weee Promiſe that God makes 'to the Moun- 
tain of [-ael,Ezek.36.8.,9. Bebold I am for you,and 
© will rutt unto you, and you ſhall be tilled, ſawn,ond 
mield your Frait. 'O plead this word with God, 
put 'him in remembrance of it : Confeſs you -. 
have long lain Fallow.Perhaps ſome of you have 
kept a Sabbath of Years ; yea, are come to a 
great'Sabbatical Year. Forty nine or Fifry Years 
ou have ceaſed from *Spiritual Tillage-z you 
ave been idle all this while and done no work 
for God; you have been barren, and have 

ena, forth no Fruit to God ; O will you not 
now lend vp ſtrong cries co Heaven ? Will you 
not now wreſtle mightily with God, thar he 
would'be for you,and turn to you in Grace and 
Mercy that 5 you may be effe&ua)ly filled akilful- 

ly fown; and plentifally bear Fruit to God ?: 

Dot. 2: It 5s the Duty of Unregenerate Mem to 
freak up their Fallow Ground : as” | 


OO 
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" | iley or ftand fill, or be contented with sbeir preſent 

_ *Barrenneſ+; that God, whe calls you to AF gan br 
" Life,and put Strength into y0uge enable you th work. 
H1God in the firſh Creation ſpake. to the| Earth, and 
'» ſaid, Let it. bring forth Graſs, Herbs,and Ftuitbearing 
Trees tpd it 24s ſo as the Father commanded and the 
Son was the. Ward ;{o the Holy Ghoſt executed all.The 


\ "© Earth had no Seed of Grals,, or Herbs, or Raqts, of 


Trees, within it ſelf,or power Jo bring them forgb, yet 
Gods 'Ward was as Seed then,ang gave 8 produftive 
Power to the Earth :. So God ſaid, Lertche waters 
bring farth Fiſh co move in;chem,and Fowl.chat 
may fly above the waters and earch, in che open 
Firmament of Heaven ; and tho' the waters bad 
no.ſpawn of Fiſh, or Eggs of Fowl in them yet the 
Word of God was powerful,effett ual,and ſoon fulfilled. 
So Chriſt 4s the ReſurreFion and. the. Life, ani'the 
beginning of the Creation of God ; he can quicken 
dead Souls,recover and heal a withered arm and band, 
Mark 3.5. jo that it ſhall be ſtretched out, and ena» 
bled to bold the Plough, and carry' on this Spiritual 
Tilloge, that is required and called for in tbe Texs, 

For. the proſecuting of: the Doctrine, three 
- .chings are to be inquired into. 1x. What 1t is,rq 

break up our Fallow Ground: 2. How,; or by 
- - what;mcans it muſt be, broken up. 3. Why. it 1s 
neceilary.ic ſhould be broken up... - 

I. H/bat is it to break up. our Fallaw ground; ] 
Anſwer :: lc is co be loandly convinced of,deeps 
ly affeted wich, chroughly to he broken and 
.humbilcd for Sin,-and the danger and mi of 
+,qur Natural Stace. This is a Work hard, bj 
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and grievous to Nature, co ſer God's Plow into * 
vurvery Souls; ro cut and wound them,to make - 
degpand-long Furrows in the very Soil of our © 
Hearts. We'read of renting of the beart Joel z.x4. _ 
and of a broken bears and concrice ſpirit, Pl. 5 1:17. 
This breaking ap Fallow Ground,\is expounded .in 
thenext Verie.co:the Text, by mens circumet 
themſelves to the Lord,and taking away the foreskin 
of the hears. Jer:4-4. This cuccing off the foreskin 
of the Heart, is cutting up che Turtft of our Soil, 
that hinders the good Seed. from caking deep 
root downwards, and ſpringing upwards. \Fhe ' 
Few: were circumciſed in lafancy,but che 
ſignified doth not always go along with chg Sign, 
they yer wanted the internal and onobleſt partof 
that Ordinance, they were circumciſedin fleſh, 
but” yet wncircumciſed in bears, ' Jex 9.1laſt. The' 
Circumciſion in the Fleth was an external a&, 
whereby Men did acknowledge them Fews,and 
Members of the viſible Church ,yerqhe Circum- 
. cilion of che Heart is the Sign,and internal Note, 
whereby God doth recognize,and own Men to 
be vital'Members of | his Church. The Lord thy" 
God will circumciſe thine beart, that love the. Lord 
tby God, Deut.30.6. God would give the inward 
and nobleſt part of this Ordinance. And if Cir- 
cumciſion” was'/a Sign and Seal of - God's Cir \. 
cumciſingithe Heart,ic muſt needs be a Signand * 
- Seal-of the Covenant of Grace. Thoſe-that do* 
partake of che outward Sign of the Covenant, 


| arg thereby obliged to ſeek after the inward,and 
belt pattof that! 


dinance they have paſſed Pe. 


- 
f Xx - ou 


Ef '( res ) | 
| der;and have been the Subjefs of. They/are not 
$0-reſt in this,” That chey. are circumciſed in the 
| Eye, and account of Men, but they are to;pals 
Farther, and circumciſe themſelves. to'theLard ; 
"that is, ſo to circumciſe themſelves, that they 
may appear to,qod-:be owned by: God as circum- 
giled. So they were to circumciſe themſelves, 
that they may bes inclined towards, and devoted 
to the Lord. This Soul Circumciſion, this ta- 
kidp away the Foreskin of the Heart, is the right 
breaking up of owr Fallow Ground. 'The A& of 
Repencance and Faith is ours, but the Grace 
- whereby we Repent and Believe, is from God 
. and Chriſt, 2 7:4.2.25. A#s 5.31. So it our 
" Duey co.Circumcile our Hearts, but in all our 
.Endeavours to perform it, we muſt-look tothe 
Promiſe of God, Deut.30.6. and eye the Grace 
of our Lord F:ſus,who circumciles the Heart,in 
.cauſing it to pur off the Body of the ſms of the 
Fleſh, Col.2er 1. Jeſus Chriſt,cho' he had no Fore- 
-Skinon his Heart, yet he was Circumciſed, Luk.2. 
21, that he might fulfil aRighteouſnels in him- 
felf,- and be- obliged by this Ordinance to the 
great Work of Circumcifing the: Hearts of 
others, Col. 2.1. | | 
' - - 2. How muſt Men break up their Fallow Ground ? 
: 'TAniwer : There muſt be a Plongh co do this 
” Work ; There muſt be a keen and/{ſharp Plow- 
- ſhare, that Men'may be Converted, and return 
-. tobe God's Huibandey! The Word isthe Plow, 
- conliderations taken both from the Law: and 
- "Goſpel, mult break and wound the _—_—_— 
K-12) en. 


-- 
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Men. Moſes is indeed a Plow-man, but Cy. 
faid ro be the Seeds-man ; he is the, Sower that © 
went | forth to ſow, Matt. 13. 3. He thac ſows” © 
the goog) ted is the Son of Man;Matt,1 3.37,28. He' 
doth not only ſow Do&trines, but Pertg He © 
doth beget a holy Seed, 14.9.6. He waſhes and” 
renews by his Spirit, It were convinced  - 
of Sin by the Law,and nor of Rjghceouſnefs by 
che Goſpel ; if they were wounded, but had no 
knowledge of a Phyſician, of a Remedy, of a 
way of Salvation, this would drive Men ro d& © 
pals ſink and overwhelm them with terrors, 

e Word muſt cut deep, it: muſt prick the beart, 
ARs 2.37.. It muſt wound the Soul io the guick, - 
that Men may be prepared for the healing Re- 2 
medies,and ſweet Conſolations of Jeſus Chriſt * © 
Weighty, humbling, awakening Conſiderations, 
muſt be put,aud Kept on the Heart,and ſink deep 
into the Soul ; ſuch as theſe following Truths,.” . 

1. This (bould affe& and wound the Heart, 
that as we deſcend from the Firſt Adam,we are 
_ all born Fleſh. Fobn, 3.6, That which is born of the 

ſheſh,zs fleſh, Tho'the Sal be a ſpirit in its nature, 
yet it is fleſh in its inclination, diſpoſition, ends, 
and aims, What a debaſing, humbling exprefſion 
is that, Ady ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive with pan, 
| for that be alſo i fleſb,Gen.6.3. The Mindof Man ; 
is ſtrangely Carnalized,ſunk into, and ſwallows 

ed up in the Fleſh ; it doth not mind ics own 7 
Concerns,or remember its own.Inteceltic is on- * 
ly'a ſervant to, a Steward and Caterer for the Bo: 

Y. 


2 asif a Man ſhould be wholly taken uþ - 
thatche* 
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© ſhould negle& or forget to provide Food 
- and Raiment for himſelf. O that Men ſhould 
F pratify cheir (enfes; pleaſe, pamper, and indulge 
; their Fleſh,and pur all their happineſs on afrinch, 
on 2 moment of Tims, wy not regard Spirituel 
Bleſſings in Heawtn, Eph. 1.2. or value a Feaſt in 
Glory. How dreadfully bad is it to make Tight, 
Matt.22.5. of the Feaſt, that infinite Wiſdom 
contrived,andinfinite Love hath provided ? For 
Men not to regard the Purchaſe the Sor of God 
hath made, che Ranſom he hath paid,the Lega- 
cies he hath bequeathed, A Carnal Creature fees 


no d&@ght in Spirite! and Eternal Things ; they 
'are. dry, ſapleſ?, hungry Notions, yea,. as vain 
fancies to him. Men underſtand only. Carnally, 
there is fleſh in the mind, Col.2.18. Nicodemms, 
tho* he was a Maſter and Teacher in Ire, yet 

_ did not underſtand the Dodrine of Regenera- 
= Gon, but thought Chriſt meant a Man muſt en- 
ter .a ſecond time into his Mothers Womb, and be 


and AfﬀeRions alſo are Fleſh. When Chriſt did 
diſcourſe with the Woman of Samarias of Water 


for her Soul, ſhe puts a Carnal ſenſe on Chriſt's 
words ; ſhe defires that Chriſt would give hec 


. that Well to draw, but mighit be eas'd of a great 
labour and trouble. | 
2, This Truth ſhould wound the Heart, That 
byNature we ate ſpiritually deadin fins andtreſpa %, 
been _ | Eph. 


E 


” thatching, ſupporting, repairing of -his Cottage, 
Fanta 


no worth or excellency,taftesno ſweetneſs;takes 


born again from chence, Fobn 3.3,4,9. The Will - 


of this water, that ſhe might come no more to + 
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.2:1,4:\hbt only;ſick, bur dead in ſin... That 
Fanrek that is'on\ourHeares,isthe Lea, y 
our Souls, C1l:2" 3-;You that were dead in the un- 
circumciſion of your fleſh. This foreckin dilatioets us k 
to, alienates us. from, prejudices us againſt God, 
and fpiricual things. The body ts dead by reaſon of 
.ſm,,Rom.8.10, And the Soul is dead in fin. - By 
ethe-offence of one, that is, the Firſt 4dam,many 
be dead: Theſe many are all that deſcend from © 
- Adam by Natural Generation, Rom.5.15. By the 
- offence of one judgment came upon all men to con- 
demmation,Rotn 5.18. Men are dead under a ſpi- 
rjtual, and condemned to an eternal death. Men 
walk indeed (tho' ſpiritually dead) but ic is only _ 
contrary to God, Levit.26.40. Men a&t i | 
but they only do dead Works, Heb.6.1. Heb:g.14. 
Men muſt repent of;and from theſe dead works, 
andthe blood of Chriſt muſt cleanſe Conſcience 
_ from them. O what'a dreadful State is this, for 
Conſcience to be loaded wich ,and burden'd.un- 
der dead Works | . Thole may well be called «: 
dead Works,that are the fruits of ſpiritual Death, 
and the ſeeds of eternal Death;. as we call Pond, 
or Ditch Water, dead Water, becauſe the Pond 
-or Ditch have .no ſpring in them to: feed the 
Water, ſo the beſt Works of unregenerate Men 
wag fey called dead Works, becauſe they have + 
no Holy Spring, or Fountain, of their Actions. 
They are deſtitute of Knowledge, there  15.neme 
that wnderſtandeth,Rom.z.11. Heſ.4.1. They do wot 
truft in God, . Zeph. 3.2. They bave not the lowe, of } 
God'in them, John-5442, - Knowledge, Faith, ang + 


Love, 


- -\ 


© Men are drad they are empty Vines,ſinfutly bar- 
- "ren, Hofſ1 0.1. yet abound in 'Torrupt fruit, Det, 
32.32,33. they only bring forth fri to deatb,Rom. 
7.5. fuch as renders them more gnilty of, liable, 
and obnoxious to death. When Aden fell; con- 
tracted guilt; and corrupted our nature'; thence 


. 


men,whilechey continue ſo,ever ſince they'were 


"born, have been Sim-makers. This is their only 


- Trade and Imployment, 1 Fobn 3. 4. mis © muoy 
| "Þ duapray;"it is properly render'd, He that makerh 
fon ts the ſervant of /m. The word in compoſition 
ſignilies to work at a Trade.. Aquila, Priſcilla, and 
Panxl,were oznvimio Tentmakers. This is a ſhame- 
ful and woful Trade, in Thought, Word, and 
Deed, to be a Sin maker. O refle& on this with 
Self-abhotrency. that as ſoon as you were'born 
you were made Sinriers,and'ever ſince have been 
Sin-makers. 'An anregenerate man, is ftill out of the 
evil Treaſure of bu heart brinffing forth evil things, 
* Mate.r 2. 34. Out of the Bullion of Original Sm, 
is ſtill coming A#ual Sin; and tho? evil things 
in Words and A&ions,are ſtill brought forth out 
of this evil Treaſure,yet this'doth not lefſen,walte, 
*, or diminiſh,bne ſtill more increaſes the ev] Trea- 
+ "fare of the Hear. ; 
3. Unregenerate Men are Children of Wrath by 
 Nature,Epheſ.2.3. They are concerved in fin; ſhapin 
in imiquity,Pſ.5 1.5. Born fleſh, John 3.6, God harh 
Grckots a-Controverſic with them, and juſt dil- 
| in | pleaſure 


- 
- 


' | Lovegre the rootand (pringef all living works 
* "bur for want of theſe, the Works of anregenerate 


we were made ſinners, Rom.5.x9, and wnegenerate q 
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pleafiire againſtthem, 'As ſoort as theyclive Tort. 
porally, Go# hath-provocations to/deſitoy. them 
Berernally; God ſeerh then the malignity 'that 
lurks, the enmity againſt him that Ftatiped jt 
theSoul. As the Potters Veſlel; nientioned in 
'Fer.18.3,4. was marred in making,fo when'tten 
are ſhapen, ind formed in the Wotnb/they are 
marred ;defiled, and-deformed with firi*%a'Leaven 
45 then laid in th& very Meal of "our Facaltiss, 
Poyſon is then 'troprinto our Sonls ta Diſeaſe, 
a Plapue of Leprofie,'is derived/to.bs,” together 
with our Natyre,f6 that we are hatefulto, P/c3/4. 
and haters of God, Rom.1.30. By reafonotithar 
\Traiterous and Rebellious Nature thar God then 
faw'in us, it had beerr no injuſtie#if God, or 
wrong to vs, if Children of wrathhsd ſoon been 
made Veſſels of wrath for ever, Rom.gi226 
"4." Sinful Men heap up more wrarti;more in- 
flame; and increaſe Divine Difpleafhte againſt 
themſelves,The Hipocrites in beart do beay up wrath, 
36.13. Thoſe chat remain hard-hearted,and 
impenitent,do treaſure up wrath againſt the day of 
wrath and the revelation of the righteous judgment of - 
God, Rom.2.5. Such do bring more Fuel tothe 
Fire,and Oil ro-the flame of Divine Dilpleaſare, 
that it may burrtmore hotly ,and fiercely againſt 
them.” God is wngry with the wicked every day,or, 
3s ſome. render it, all the day long, Pl7.1r. They 
are ftilldoing ſomewhat more to grieve and 
voke God. Sinners are altogether become filthy, 
or finking,as 'it isin che margin, P/al. 143. What 
ftinking chovghts, —_— words and Py - 
&35Þ / | aily 
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daily cotheup intoGod's noſtril.God complains, 
J'65-g- elit they were a'{moke in bis noſtrils; « fire 
that did butn oll-the day; as when ſomething very 
noiſom and ſiokiss is burnt jc gives great offence 
to the Noſe. . An@ as the fins of 'men do always 
ſtink in God's Noſtrils,ſo they cry loud inGad's 
Ears, to kindle more wrath againſt them; and 
pluck down more vengeance on them. As the 


ſins' of S«dow did make a great cry in. God's: 


Ears, Gen.18;20. the ſins of men are as fo 


many 
Accuſers of, and Witneſſes againſt them, before 


the Tribunal of God. 759.12. Our ſins teftifi 


8g ainſt ws. - 
'5. Men are unmindful of God,aydEnemies to him, 


1. They are yntmindful of God, Det. 32.18. Of 
the Rock that begot thee, thau art unmindful,and boaſt 


forgotten-God that formed thee, God is not in all 
their thoughts; they are without God'an the world, 
Epheſ.2,12. they call not on him,they draw not 
nigh to. him; they have no delight in him. They 
are Acheilts all the day long ; yea, all their lite 
long, as if there were no ſu Being as God, or 
they had no need, of him, had no bulinek or 
concerns with, him. Men and Women remem- 
ber ſmall matcers,but yet forget God, Can 4 maid 


forges her ornaments, or a bride ber attire? yet my 


people (faith God) have forgotten me days without 
number, Jer.2,32. How great ain is it to forg! 
God that is ſo near to us? Ads 27.27,28, 
that are blind Creatures, .may grope, and-: 
- out God, by feeling 'of him ; for-i1n him webs 
move,and bave our being. All che Creatures 1a 
, ; are, 


| ( x15 ) ; 
clare,and preach God tous,P/al.19.1,2,3. Theſe, 
as continual remembrancers,may preſenc God to 
our thoughts. How great a ſin is it,that men al» 
low no room to God in their minds, and fhut 
him out of their hearrs,who fills heaven and earth? 
FJer.23.24. That" the precious Cabiner of the 
Mind ſhould be filled only with the Dung of 
unclean,vain,worldly thoughts, bur notentercain 
Medications of God' and Chriſt. 2. Men are ene- 
mies to God, Rom.8.7. The Carnal Mind is not 
faid to be an enetny,buc enmity tro God, Enemies 
may be reconciled, but enmity can never be re- 
conciled, but muſk be deftroy'd. Men are Ene- 
j. mies ro God in their minds, through. wicked 
| works,or by rbeir minds being ſet wholly on wicked 


works,Col.1.21, The mind is either inventing of 
evil things, and finding out new fins, Rom.1.3 0. 
or projeRing and contriving how to juſkifie the 
fleſh,end to fulfil tbe luſts of it Rom.1z.ule. Orche 
mind is taken up in cloaking and covering of 
fin ; ir finds out excuſes,it ſews the Fig-leaves of 
Pretenſes rogether, to hide the filthineſs and de- 
formity of fin from the Eye of Conſcience,and 
I to blind and deceive their own Souls. How 
I ſhould chis afli& and wound our Souls, that we 
| have been enemies to him;that is the chief good, 
to a gl We Palanee, erernal Being ? whoſpake 
the { outof | nothing, and could as eaſily 
us, and all things elſe, into their Firſt No- 
ing again? Bur becauſe men are ready to de- 
. {ny this Charge,and ma y hrs. to It; Paul 
it 
; 2/77 pantry y again®” by — . 
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ſition to,and rebellion LH the Law of God. 
The carnal It is i Vela the law of” God, 
fb 6 inde 74 d can 

Mer are af Rays py Corr g the Broil 
L. They Are Children of the. Devil. Bur, 
on har, and deny CE cculation., 


rmed, That. God was their Father o 
£1 Hibr Chriſt aller; R; 4 which 3: ' 


-5 any iQM, and 3d to-chis, 7 
Ne are of., _ father the ,and the laſts +: Your hs 
ther ye wall do, Was not Hare s Teſlimony. to 
be credited rather chan theirs? Tho' Men, as t0 
cheic, natural Lite, proceed; and deſcend, ep 
their Parents, yet as fo, their corrupt Life, th C 
Mus from Satan. Tac enmity,and malignicy x 
their Souls againſt God,his þ Dorplc,ag hisLawss 
this is the ww image and likene(s of Satan.The 
Tews hated the#T' wh ay Chriſt Preactetl, abs 4 
hacred him,and were inclined co murder. bin. . 
and cM were the very Luſts of Satan, Whore- 
gon, Gluttony, and TAIL are grols and'Þ 
rutiſh Laſts ; but che molt Spiritual ligs,... a 
+ Pride, Envy, Hatred,are propetly the Luſt; en Ro 
fan.. In theſe Men do malt:relemble him 
are the very Lincaments,of his Face. Ic gs 
ki 9g men,P/al 58.4. fs their pole is Like Fi 
poyſe 0B of @ Jer pen. This leems to be 2 pllin my 
ſion to che. firlt ſin : Ml the Devil. u1 
by a $exp-nc,tempted. AY, ot Parents 
did diltil-hiz Venom, and ar rp ti Po Faw. 


CES 1: 


_ the beſt,and moſt deſirable Good,and tobe pre- 


- inour own Souls, and therefore; while unregene- 


Satan did bur preſent: Fob's Cattle aa deſigable 


wig 0 | N, , ; *(u17 ). ve | A; 
envious of their. Good, of, their higher Know- 
ledge, and of, their ſweeteſt Pleaſares and De- 


lights,” He did fer forth the-Fruit of. .a/Tree as 


ferred before the favour of God,and as if God's 
threatning: was, but; a vain,and falfg word. This 
Poiſon; of the Serpent, we may diſcern, and find 


rate may be juftly charged to be Satans Ghil 
dren,yea,the Sonls of Sinners are the. Houle that 


.varan;dwells,: andthe Shop that he works in, 
. they haveMembers,C0\.z.5- that God never made, 


they: have Luſts that bt . never king/ed, I John 2. 


" I5,16. and are under a Law, Rom 7.21,23. that 
- God never enadtetl;;- bur theſe Mecnbers, Lufts, 


and Law, came from, Satan. 2, 'Usregentrate 
Wes are the Devils Vaſſals, Slaves, and Captios. 


Booty. and, P:ey, and, blow up the Firg of their 
Luflts, . and ihe, Chaldeans and Sabeans quickly 
make an Inroad, Invade 7's Poſlefiion, and 
take away big Catile, Fob, 115,17, Saran carries 

en.on inthe Chagel of their own .corrupt 
—_ and on the. violene ftrezm, and torrent 
of "their own Laufls... Men are ſaid to walk ac- 


' 6ording £0 Saran, Epbeſ.2.2, but how is! this 2 


[The Apoſtle;rg]ls us in che next Verſe Eph.a.2,2. 
| Feifohog the defires of abe fxſb,and of the mind, They 


: \think 21 y. have nochingrodo with, Satan, when 


bay. bim in ſerving of cheir Luſts, The 
takes men captive #t bu will, 2: Tim. 2latt. 
he leads men captive by their own Wills. 
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The very liberty of their Wills is inflaved. Sin- }- 
ners 'yield,and give up their own corrupt Wills, 
* andcirnal Aﬀections, as fo\many Cords for $a- 
tan to lead them by to.HeR; Satan finds Luſts 
| In'vs, as Chains to bind us,as' Snaresto. hold os ; 
fhalknot this conſideration deeply wound'the 
Souls of Men, that they ſide and join with Sa- 
tan, to ſeduce afid deſtroy theryſelves ? Men 
cloſe their eyes, Matt.13.15, And Saton blinds their 
winds, 2 Cor.g.4,5. and'fo they put the, greateſt 
cheat on their own Souls, They ſee nor the 
Good that-Satan deprives them of, and the Mi- 
 ſery and Deftruion he brings on them. + 
| 7. Unregenerate Men are Preſoners11.4.2.7. Il.49, 
 . 9. they fit m darkneſs ; and are bound with chains 
 &Jd{.61.1. and dwell in the Priſon Houſe. They arg.{ 
under'a-fefirence of condemnation, Joby 3:18, F 
Ha- that bilieves not 1is condemned already. An 
_ are under a fear of a day of Executiory, 
'Heb.2.1 g.\Throug b the fear of death they are all their 
life titye lo to bondage. How much are Sin- 
*ners and Hipocrites affiohred ? What dreadful 
Exclamations do they make ? Who among us 
4þall dwell wich devouring Fire ? Who amon 
vs” ſhall dwell with everlaſting Burnings ? 6 
uihat bitter cries of deſtruction, I{ 35.5. will Sin- 
nes. life -vp, when they ſhall (ee che wherted - 
Sword'of Juſtice hanging over their Heads, and 
their Feer at the brink. of the bottomilels Pit ! 
When their eyes ſhall ſee their deſtruttion,and they ſhall 
be rg forth'zo che day of wratb Job 21.20,50: 

$. O ler'this wound your Souls, chat you go ſo 


. 


% 


' far from God, Jer.2.5. and fly ſofaft. Hol.n.13iWoee' © 
þ Sr x. Fir they ru. Aryans 5 fthop* 4 
could not go too far,or haſtery too faſt, fromthe | 
Father of Mercies, from the Fountain of Life;'” 
And Sinners are very unwilling to return'y they” 
bold faft deceit, they refuſe to return, Jer.8.5. They 
ſhop their ears,and make their hearts like an adamant- 
| foneleft they uy bear the word: of the law of the' 
Lord of bo#ts, F-11,12. They have an ron” 
Sinew, a Brow of Braſs, and a Heart of Stone, 
that will not mele or relent, 1. 48.4. when God 
draws near to them with beams of Light, com- 
mands of Obedierſce, and offers of Grace, Fob 
21.14. -They bid him depart, as if they had no 
.need of God, owed no homage, obedience, or _ 
3: fbjeRion to him ;| as if they could ſtand, tho” 
" he did not ſupport them ; as if they could chuſe 
their own way, and' order their ſteps,” tho? he 
did-not dire& them, and chey could be happy 
tho' they did not enjoy him. fn ok bims- 


ſelf,and bis Word too,bebind their backs Ezek-25.3 5. 
When Men bid God depart,is not thivto pluck 
away his props and ſupports from their Puild- 
ing? To baniſh Heaven from themſelves,and to: - 
execute ;a great part of Hell on themſelves ? 
And to provoke God to bid them depart 'from 
hing; as curſed Creatures, into everlaſting Fire ? 
Man.25.41. They that are alienated from the 
Life of God, and-eftranged from Communion 
with him, how.can they hope to befor ever 
with:him'? r Theſ4.17. | | 
9. This ſhould affet, and awe your Souls, - 
qd I 4 . that 


a4 


that you are ſtill under*Gad's Eye, and do evil: | - 
iy his ſight, .P/aþ51.4 The ways of 4 man ave be=- 
fort the eyes of the Lord, and: be:pondereth all by po- 
ings, Prove5-24.: There 1 mo darkneſs, or (badow of 
death where tbe workers of iniquity may bide them» 
ſelves. Job 34-22, This 15:peculiar to God, that 
Maleta&ors are always:it the preſence,and uns 
der the eye/of him as their Judge 5) and he is 2 
 Wicnels againſt them for- all. the Crimes chey 
commit... The \Lord-+ be witneſs againſt © you, 
1Sam.1 2:5. 0 3 '"F 
_ lo. How ſhould this/cut-your Hearts;:har af 
Jour fins are marked, Jer.2.22, dnd all* your crimes 
are wiggten before hn, 11,65,6,\ The great King 
of the whole World, writes:the Chronicles of 
all the Lives and. Actions of: his SubjeRts ;; all 
that 'Men ſpeak, think,or:do, is Recorded in bis 
ook, Rew30:12. and Conſcience keeps a Coun- 
_ ter-part of i the Record, Their fin is graven as 
" with a pen of won, and the' point of a diamond, in 
the table of their beart, Jer.17.1. | | 
11-\Gnd can make Malefactors to appear,and 
preſent Delinquents before: his 'Tribunal, the 
cannot fly.; they cannot hide 3 As for thoſe ni 
_ PT _—_— »ot bawe me to reign over them; | 
wing \tbem before me, Luke 19:27. This is pr 
wo culjar to God,that he can ak ales. 
grellggto appear ; and how dreadful will this 
be,that-they muſt appear;z Cor: 5.10. where' yet 
they pannot apftar with any boye or confideice # 
1 Pet, 4 T5. where ſhall the ungodly and the\ſinwev 
appear ? They muſt Hand before the Tae 


of Crit, Rom. r4: T0. Yet _ L 
Fand in the Fu  PRl. r. 
may this ſtrike'i Meti.” PE Jol "wil” 
them mto judgment, Ecclel. 11,9; " ai9'God" 
alſobring F their ſecret attions into judgment, EE 
F2.-14. God will bring all the ef on-you! things of 
darkneſs to light,” ©** © 
'r2, oye Sinners ſhall be puniſhed with 

an ever x ugh ſFruftion, which foal ton come from the 
preſence of t be Lor Lox the glory of bus vx vb Theſ. 
Ky. The ck ace that ſhines a Heaven into 
the Souls of Saints, ſhall frown'a fell inro the 
Conſciences of the Wicked ; the ſame Arm that 
piniſhes,ſhall ſipport the puniſhed ſillro mp 
more Tormings's as God = 
orr Chaft, Briers, Thorns nd Tl: on will 
preſerve the Fael, and'aph 70 Pony: 
Who knows the poly of op angtr 1r' 2. 
how miſerable he he-can render a If ,that ” 
fills up as'a Veſſet wirtthis Wrarh,that he treads 
on as a footſfool, and ſhoots at as a'Matk? fm, 
asks Job, Haſt thre” entred into rhe Springs 98 
Sea ? or haſt thon walked in the ſearch of t ihe 
could he tell how deep the great Sea was? wc 4 
. he come to the bottom of ie 7" Fob"78." 16. SOit 

' will be ſaid ro'ys;Can you by the line'and plum 
- bet'of your Reaſon ſound and find our the bot- 
” rom of the deep Sex'of the Wrath of God? Ta + 
_þher is'deep, there is no coming'up out, of it, Ja. 
zo: ale, The Galf that « fixed u wide, there is no 
 palling over ir, Luke16. 26. Arid cheſs chingsare 
| rw breath is in our Nottrits, ready to ga + 
TELE ES out," 


ant, and the Judge ſtands at che Door ready to . 


come in. . As the accuſations and threatnings of 
the Law ſhould be a Plough, ſtriking bome and 
| enreing deep into our Hearts, ſo the Mercy of 
God in Chriſt, and the Grace revealed in the 

|, ſhould exceedingly wound and break 
earts, How amazingis this, that when 
we had made God to ſerve wich our Sins, and 
wearied him wich our Iniquities, 7. 43.24 that 
'the Son of God ſhould take on him the form of 
*a Servant, to ſuffer,to ſatisfie for, and purge away 
our Iniquities P/al.2.76. Heb.x. 3 ? O, that when 
God, as a Creator, Preſerver, Benefator, had 
been by our Luſts debaſed to be a meer Servant, 
and Satan exalted to bethe Prince, yea, the God, 
of the World, Fohn 12. 3. 2 Cor. 4 4,5. that the 
Son of God ſhould humble himſelf ro be.a Ser- 

. , want to his own Lawzas aSacrihice to his Father's 
- . Juſtice, to make an end of the guilt-of Sin! O 
that Chriſt ſhould be fold co redeem us ! that he 
ſhould be wounded to heal us ! that he ſhould be 
arreſted, arraign'd and condemn'd to juſtifie us | 
| ſhould not this make Hearts of ſtone to relent 
and break.? O, chat God ſhould complain, that 
he is broken with our whoriſh Hearts, Ezek. 6. 9. 
yerChriſt, to expiate and put away the guilr of 
thele Whoredoms,ſhould complain,that Reproach 
had broken bs heart, Pl. 69. 20, We had loaded 
God with our fins and provocations, as a Cart 
15 preſſed under the ſheaves, Amos 2.13. O baw 
amazing is it, that God ſhould lay all on fins on 
Chriſt, Ja. 53. 6. and load him with our pane: 
Bf | cles, 


our 


ties and puniſhments ! that our Debe ſhould be 
exacted of him, our Curſe executed” on b 


Mortar! that as « cluf pe | 
bruiſed in the Wine-preſs of che Wrath and us | 
* ſtice of God ! that as a Porter, or bearer of bur- 
dens, he ſhould have our Iniquities bound on him 
and then bear them quite away. The Hebrew 
word yp is uſed of Chriſt, 7a. 53. 4. He bath 
carried our ſorrows ; and hence he that is a Porter, 
or bearer of burdens, is called, 2 Chron. 2, 27. 
JD WR 4 man of burden. This Name ficly doch 
agree to our Lord Jeſus, that he was s Man 
burden : Never did any one bear fo vaſt a load, 
ſo great a burden : We found out Inventions to 
inſlave our ſelves, Eccl. 7. ult. and God found ont 
a Ranſom, to redeem and ſet us at liberty, Fob 
| 33. 24. We hated him without a'cauſe, and he 
loved us freely, and without a cauſe 5 how ſhould 
this Grace melt our hard, and warm our cold 
Hearts with love to God ? ſhall we continue in 
the torrid Zone of Enmity and Luſt, when Be- 
lievers are brought into and dwell in the torrid 
Zone of Love ? It is now poflible that our Wil- - 
derneſs may bloſſom, as a Role, that our wy 
Ground may be water'd, improv'd, and inrich'd, 
Ja. 35. 1. 8 44. 3,4- Enemies may be reconcil'd, 
dead Souls quicken'd, and ſuch as have been $Sa- 
tan's Children and meer Strangers to God,may 
be adopted, and taken into his Family. 

3 Q. Why muſt our fallow Ground be broken up? 
I anſwer, 1. That our carnal Confidence ; ms, 

elves 


a: 4 - oft [ A 124) _—n No, A r: Rey 
' Hrif dy be marcied and, rooted our, our 
- Pridemult be ans gar gh Mountain of car; 
nal Conhd:nce muſt, level'd, 1a. 49. 4. How 
many Sion do hyoa 1otg that they. are righ+ 
teows Luke 15. 8. andthis is direaly contrary . 
' to believing in Chriſt, Gal. 2.16. chat they mighe 
be juſtified : Thoſe that have ſome Planks,ſome 
pieces of the wreck of the Fall, to float and ſwim 
on, will not defire and cry to. be taken"up int 
Chrift, God's Ark of Salvation; they that buil 
on their Morality, Form of Godlineſs, and Re- 
ligious Performances, are 00. nich to. beg an 
|ms and receive a gift of Righteouſneſ from Chri 
Rom. 5.17. Thoſe that are ſhut up under Sin and 
Condemmwatioo ,, . will lay-hald of: and embrace 
he free Promiſe of Saluarion and Life, Gol. 3422. 
hoſe that highly account ;of their own qualiti- 
Cations and oppo, do think they have.va- 
laable. Gains, Pþ:l. 3. 6,7,8. that they have, that 
which will gain them the fayour,of God,accep- 
tance with him, a Right and Title-to Ecernal 
lifs : They judge .chemſelves.co be whole, chat 
their Souls were never ſick or diſeaſed, Mar.S. 12: 
* they think:they have lived in tubjeGion ro God 
. their Farher,and in obedience to his Commands, 
Luke 15. 29.-that,they have {zcved, him when 
others did. rebel againſt him, and that therefore _ 
' ; they need;n0 Repentance, Luke 15. 7. How many 
-- do account themſelves as iruitful and flouriſhing 
Meadows, . that. natarally dex a .Crop. without 
plowing, or:-fowing, . Thaſe that do value their 
- "own, civil and unblamable life, and highly ac- 
A count 
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count of their form of godline(s; they think it 
very hard, yea, judge it: yery ods ern | 
injurious tothiem, that their green and flogrither 
ing Turf ſhquld be: plowed up-and turned in; as ' 
if ie were of no worth and values they chiink 
they have ſamething of their own torectommend 

them to-God's:Holineſs, and fecure them feony 


his Juſtice! ;:their fallow Ground malt:be theres .' 


fore broken; up; £9 :root out this: earnal Confis 
dence, and tq convince them, thatthey are fab 
from Rightgouſneb..arid that nothing they have! 
dane will be-approved by God's Touchſtone; or. 
hold in his Balance.- "4 
2, Our falow. Groend 'mult be broken up,that 

the Briers and Thorns that grow'in us may. bs. 
wounded,cut,and rooted up. The Wordof God 
ſhould be- a. grubbing Plough, to tear up our 
Thorns; a-circumciling Knife, co cut off the 
fore-skin of our Hearts, Fer. 4. 4- we mult ſuffer! 
- it our Fleſh; 'even in our corrupe Nature, r Pers 
4-1, Satan's. works.in us muſt be deſtroy'd. 1Fob; 
8. our Nav-l muſt be cut, Ezek. 16:4. wemutt 
ſeparated fram the firl} 4dam, we muſt be'aw 
Branches cut out ofthe wi/d Olive, Rom.1 1.17,24; 7 
To break up our fallow Ground, is thus expounded} + 
in the nex; Verſe, Fer. 4.4. Circumciſe your ſelves. - 
to the Lord, take away the foreshin of your beartis| © 
this is as Lhorns:that choak the Word, chat draw? 
away the {trength and: vigor of the Heart, and 
fo' ſtarve the Word of God.) 1 © te ny 
'.3. Men muſt breakup their fallow Ground;chat 7 
they may:be meet and fir Patients:for Jeſus Chritto 4 
| This. 
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they he applyshis'Remediesto, and works Cures 
ppointed and deſign'd to bind u 


' on; He was a 
the broken in heart, 1/a.61.1. none others doth 
need Chriſt's Help, prize his Remedies,or 
value his Conſolations : Thoſe that: are whole, 
that never ſaw the Plague of cheir; Hearts, or 
groan'd under the weight of their Guilt,che bur- 
den of their Sins, do not think they need a Phy- 

fician. Chriſt hath few Patients and little Pra- 

Rice in the; World, becauſe Men'are not fick of 

Sin, wounded or broken for-it. 

_ 2 4- Our fatlow Ground muſt beplow'd and bro- 
ken up, that our Soil may be ficted to receive the 

.. good Seedof the Goſpel : a broken Chriſt is both 
Juited and welcome to a broken Heart. Chriſt 
crucified is the grain of Corn that ſows the whole 
Field of God, Fobn 12. 24. with 1 Cor. 1. We 
preach Chriſt crucified, faith Paul ; Chrift « the lilly 
of the valleys, Canr. 2.1. His Szed grows and 
- thrives only in poor Ground 3 the Poor have 
the Goſpel preached tothem, Mar. r1. 5. theſe 
taſte the ſweetneſs of it, are cheer'd by irs com- 
forts, are caſt into its mould ; the Secd takes 
root in: broken Ground, it profpers, it thrives in 

* humbled Sonls : how do ſinking and drowning 
Sinners catch at and hold faſt 'the Cord of the 

| Promiſe caſt out to:them ? Thoſe that are pur- 
ſued by their own Gaile, the Wrattof God,the 
 Threatnings and Terrors of the Law,how much 
do they haſten their pace, and fly for refuge, to 
take 


E: is Flava Phyiianbath no Pratce.bat on 
humbled and /broken-hearted Sinners, theſe are 
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take hold of the Hope ſet before them ? Thoſe 

that are ſcorched by the {caſe they have of che. 
Wrath of God, how. highly do they prize; and 
how joyfully and aclighefully do they fit under 
Chriſt's ſhadow, Can. 2. 3. 

5. Men mult. break up their fallow Ground, S 
that they may. ſeek; the -Lord in good 
We may e how theſe two things are join'd 
together, Break up your fallow Ground, for it 
time to ſeek the Lord Hof 10.12. Thzſerworhings 
ſeem to be intimated in the words, ;z. That in 
breaking up our fellow Ground we da ſeek the Lord. 
2. That none will ſeek the Lord ſincerely and fer- 
vently, but thoſe - that break '\up their. fallow 
' Ground; luch are quickly convinced, and ſoon 
made ſenſible how neceſſary it is 0 ſeek the Lord, 
that vile Weeds, that V ices natural to us may be 
rooted out, and 'that {upernatural Graces and 
Truths may be grafted on and pianted-in chem. 
The Pelagians (as Auſtm tells us) aſſerted, That 
Vitis ingenerata extirpars prorſus incredibile eff 
they argued thus againſt Ori iginal Sin; That if 
Vices were naturally bred in us, and born with ws, 
it was altogetber an incredible thing that they eyer 
would or could be rooted out. Bur God, the great 
Husbandman, can cleanſe the Soul of them, and 
mortifie Vice and Luſts char are natural to us, 
'Foby 15. 3. You are clean, through the word that I 
beve Uta to you. Whoredom was a Vice ſona- 
tural ro the Corintbiens, that xewt:d{ey, to att the 
part of a Corinthian, was to be a Whocemalter ; 
and the Apoltle Paul, in his Epiſtle co them ſaith, 


5 


Waſhed, org om, ae 
| 97 cup naturally much'4nclin'd ir. ads 
| tion, yet the Grace of 'God fo ed him;that 
he ever atter became -chaſt-in a ſingle life, God 
can-unmake Men, as to their ſinful frame, r- Per. 
2. 24. prin being unnade Ya.fin, you Way 
lie to: Yighteouſne. God can create. Men-in 
Chriſt Jelus ro good works; FEpb: 2\to.' Hetan 
- - puthis Law, his Four, his Spirir into' the Heaves 
of Men, chat natural Vices fhall be rooted our, 
and ſupernatural Graces ſhall-be planred in the 
Soul. They that break” up their fallow' Ground 
will eek the* Lard, and continue feeking of him, 
, ll he come and rain Righteouſneſs on them: 
 thisis a Rain of Seed-R Grouſe it is won- 
-  derfyl that God can rain , fain Righteouſ- 
that-willſow the Soul;and make it fruitful: 
© as when'the'Husbandman hathplowed and fow- 
ed his Ground, he needs to feet #he Lord © rain 
on ic, that the Seed may root-and-ſpring'up, ſo 
thoſe that (plow and break wptheir fallew Ground 
have need'to pray, that God would rain Hoh: 
neſs and Righteouſneſs ro fow them. Hoſ. £: ult- 
God ſaith; will ſow them to-»1y ſelf in rhe Earth. - 
| {»6, Men muſt break wp "their fallow Groime, 
b- that they miy abound in the Work of the Loy, 
- and be filled with the fruits of Kigbteouſneſs, 1*Cor. 
; x5. ule. Pfal. x. 11. Afallow Ground 18'in a at 
- meaſure unprofitable ; it bears'Thorhs and Fhi- 
| Bles, but a plowed and ſowed Grownd yields'# 


þ- good orop of Corn: none do bear men _ 
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will be filled $ith the Fruies of Righteoulnels,. 
walk with, and live to God, Gen. y. 24, 25, If © 
onr fallow” Ground be not broken up, or =” 
of Godlinefs will wither and decay, Thorns wilt - - 
famift and ſtarve the good Sezd, that atlaft chey, _- 
will be twice dead, -pluck'd up by che Root © 
Fude 12. The Ijraclites that did nor er an 
root out the Heathen Nations, are faid. to dwell - 
among the Canaanites, Fudg. 4. 33. theſe did cyt } 
the I/raclites ſhort, and much' annoy them, al 
keep ' them down ; ' {o the natural 'crop. "as 
Thorns doth much annoy, and hinder: agy*-: 
008 Seed that is caſt in among them, obfragt ©: 

' growth, that it neither roots deep, nc 
ſprings up to any height. 
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7. Men mos up their fallow gromnd gt.” 
chey,may have plentiful and joytal Harveſt at * 
laſt.” 'Ft is very defirable to ſow to" the Spirit, 
and to reap Everlaſting Life, Gal.6 5. To' have 
our fruit to holineſs, and the end everlaſting life, Rom; _ 
6. 22. to bear Fruir that will abound to'dur acs I 
count, Phi. 4.17, Tho? we have not-eyened 
with God, and diſcharg'd our Debt, yet God be- © © 
gins a new Account, and writes himſelf Debrar © 
eo'his People for their Fruits of Holinef, and' of + 
Love ; Saints thac ſow weeping ſhall reap it 


Joy; they that go forthiweeping, bearing pre- '- 
citus Secd,” ſhall come "#gain with Joy, arid ) 
_ bring 
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Though Religion may ſeem not only a--þar- 
ren and unprofitable; but a hartfal thing in the 
'Eye of the World ; yet at laſt there ſhall: ap» 
pear'a vaſt diff:rence berween thoſ2 that fear 
God, and thoſe that fear him not, Malac. 3.ult, 
when/the Rigireous ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun 
I# tte Kingdom. of their Father, and the Tares 
ball burn in a Furnace: of ungquenchable Fire; 


» the Wicked, 2 The. 1. 10. - Ezek. 2x. + 22. 
* Thoſe that pleaſe God do ſow in a fruitful 
Sol; they will in this life receive a hundred 
». fold, notwithſtanding Perſecutions from: the 
World, -and at laſt wall inherit eternal joy and 
life, Mark 10. 30. . | 


-  9.If we' plow not up oufifelow Ground, 

God may let looſe dreadful cruel Plow. 
- men on us. Itis ſaid, Zion ſhall be plowed as 
s Field, Micah 3. ule. Enemies may plow on 
our Backs, and make their Furrows both deep 
- "and long, P/al. 129. 3. How have the Backs 
© of Proteftants been crueKy plowed: in France 
for about Twelve Years laſt paſt ? - God 
threatens, in Hoſea 10. 11. that Fudab ſhould 
plow z they ſhould ſerve their Enemies in and 
under hard bondage. I have been credibly 
inform'd, that in Ba ſome Chriſtian Slaves 


"bring their Sheaves with them,  P/al. r26;5, 6; _ 


Shen Chriſt thal! be glotitied in the Salva- 
ton of the Saints, and in the Deſtruction of . 


bave becn pur into efles, and belog Hoe 
| ot ers 7 


(07008 By 
in, have heeh forced to plow the Gre 
God ſeems to alludes to ſuch a thing, . u_ 
Fudab ſhall ſuffer as hard and grievous , | 
as if he were put to Plow. To draw 

Plow is beneficial and honourable Work, bur 
to draw mens my will be bicter and 
| vous: yea, if _ to break up «/ 
| fallow Ground, od Will plow your <oals, 
4 make deep and long Furcows in Conſcience: 
E to' Cy 


\% = 


: To. Thoſe that will not plow up their Fra ; 
low Groend, ſhall at laſt beg tor an Ales of. 
Mercy, and be rejected. The Sluggard will. 
not ow, by reaſon of the cold ; . therefore.” 
ſhall he beg in Harveſt, and have . nochin I, 
Spiritual Sluggards have many ay a 
Pretences to ſhift off this plowing W 
* when the Harveſt comes they Sill_bg 
very bad and woful ſtate. Solomon Dn, 
it as -a great Evil for a Father to. waſte bis ay 
Eſtate by evil Courſes, and to beget a Sony and 
there u nothing in bu hand, Ecc). 5. 14. he is 
only to Poverty and Beggery. But it is a great. * 
deal worſe for a Man to be born into Erter-.” 
nity, and to have no Good in his Hand, in'his 
Soul. Thoſe that toil about the Wotld ſhall * 
carry away nothing of their labour in their, 
hand,” Eceleſ. 5. 15. but if you labour for Gods 
your Works will follow you, Revel. 14. i3. & 
the ſweet Fruit of chem will be ejay'd for 
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© ever. But this is not the only Evil, that fſpiris 

tual jw) play will have.nothing of Good, but 
God' will thunder againſt them, and. rain fire, and 


brimſtond on, them for working of Iniquity, Plal. 
"21. 6. As when God was. difpleasd with, 


" Iſrael, be ſent Thunder and Rainin Wheat harveſt, 
1 12, 17, 18. So) when Sluggards bave 
* vannly- hoped to, reap a Warveſt of Happines, 
God will thunder againſt chem, pour down has,” 
| Wrath, and execure Vengeance on them,, How, 
| Eaineſily and importunately will Sluggards beg 
- for* Mercy, but -all ia: vain, they will cry, 
Lord, Lord, open to w, Matt. 7. 21,22, 23. but 
He w.ll profes that which is very contrary. to 
© their Profeflions and, Hopes, Then, will I profes 
wito them, I never. knew you, depart from. me. ye 
that work In:quity. In the'136h of Luke, v.27» 
ic_is chusexpretſed, Depart from me all ye wor- 
* bers of Iniquity : which intimates; that Chriſt, - 
- will be moſt juit and impartial; he will no 
” more regard, yea, he will racher much more 
- abhor workers of Iniquity, than, chaſes without the 
Church ; both ſhall be. difown'd and rej=cted by 
* Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe Siuggards, will begin, Har-. 
veſt for ſome ſpiritual Bread, for a Place in ths. 
Kingdom, bu: chey ſhall be.thruſt out, and en» 
joy ao Good to Eternity. 


” 10. Itis a dreadful Curſe denounced: on; the 

Ground of Mount Gilkoa, by. David, 2 Sam. 
"I. 2.1. Let there be no fields of Offerings thyre : 
F . that - 


| T1”... 

that is, let thoſe Mountains never be ſow'd,or 
if fow'd, let them be barren : Let there be yo 
frelds of Offerings there. The fine Four was of- 
fer'd on the Altar ,to God, of this the Meat» 
offering did conſilt, Zevit. 2. 1,2. This was a » 
great honour to the Creatures, for Meat-offe-" 
yYings to be mad? to God of the fine Flour, Md © 
D:mk-off>cings of Wine. In this ſenſe the Vine 
N'th in Fotham's Parable, thac it did by its 
Wine chear the Heart of God, Judg. 9. x3. Now 
If it be a Curſe on the Ground nat tor bear - 
Wheat, which Will yield fine Flour, fir. to be 
offer'd ro God, how much forer and more 
evous Cutſe is it for the Souls of Mzan. to be 
arren, not to be plow'd and low'd, notto yield 
any Fruit that may be offer'd tro God, and thar © 
he can take plealuse and delight in 2-,Will you 
make light. of this dreadful Curſe? Wall you 
puck it, and continue it on your felves? Will / 
you do noching to pleale and gloritie God ? | ,_ 


Uſe t. This may, reprove many formal and 
riculac Chriſtians, chat Co neglect this excellent 
Command, and do ſlight and omit.this nece(-+ 
fairy Dury and Work of breaking up their fallow * 
Ground : Thſtead of * wounding and breaking 
their” Hearts, itiey live in Pleaſure, are wan- 
tn, and nouriſh; their Hearts, as in a day :of 
flanghrer, that js, as in a great Feaſt-day, when 
there is a ſlaughter of the Creatures made to” 

| feaſt” che Body, Fam. 5. 5. they. pleaſe their 
| SY Flzh, / 
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; Fleſh, they . gratifie and indulge their ſenfaal 
* Aﬀections, they cannot bear or endure ſuch 
hard and grievous Work as this, to draw God's 
Plow, and with its Shear to cut deep Furrows 
and ſorely wound their own Hearts ; they think 
It very unreaſonable to baniſh carnal Joy out of 
theix Souls, to cloud their Souls wich Sorrows, 
- ro load their Spirics with a ſenſible feeling of 
rhe Evils that they have dane, and with the 
fear of the Puniſhment they have deſerv'd: how 
 fewdo'take God's part, do fide with him, do 
- .plzad his Cauſe againſt themſelves and cheir 
Luſts? Who do charge their Sins home on 
. themſelves, and fer forth their heinous and hor- 
"11d Aggravations before God ? Do not Men 
Cal gently and tenderly with themſelves ? Do 
- they nor leffen and extenuare, rather than heigh- 
cen), r Guile .in Filth, and careleſs of 
- theicFranfgreflions ? If the Word doth. per- 
haps touch or wound them, doth not Self-love, 
| (as that' natural Balſam Chyrurgeons and Phy- 
ſicians (ay. is in the Body) quickly heal it a- 
| pain ? Doth'noc Self flattery ſoon chear, them 
again, and fo cheat them? Their plowing is 
Tather ſcratching the Earth,chan ſtriking a deep 
- Furcow ; they know not the meaning, or they 
\ -haveno Experience of a broken Heart, of a con- 
2trite Spirit. This is indeet], a great thing, for the 
- "Spirit ofa Man to be bruiſed, and, as it were, 
ground to powder, - under the weight of Sig 
""gommitted, and che ſenſe of Puniſhment wi 
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,ved. It is ſaid, Hoſe '5, 2. The Rho 


bolters © were 
profound to make ſlaughter ; but, alas ! where are 
the Men and Women that are '\profound in 
wounding their Souls for Sin, and in making a 
laughter of their Lyffs ? How is it to be Ia- 
mented, that che Sword of God's Word doth. 
noe paſs through the Heart of the Old Man ? 
that the Arrows of God do not cleave the Reins 
of Sinners, and pour out their very Gall? how 
few do outlaw their corrupt and vile Aﬀecti- .: 
ons, and put them out of their protection, that 
they may be kil'd when or whereſoever they 
find, meet' with them, or fee them 2 But do 
'not Men a& quice contrary to this # When 
God ſhoots his Arrows, caſts his Dart; at them, 
do they not rake the Shield of Unbeliet, and 
guard their bafe Luſts? Do they not quench - 
the fiery Darts that God caſts at them 2. Is ©: 
there not a great deal of Art and Labour uſed * 
to enervate, to blunt, to diſpirit kezn and cut- - 
ting 'Frotas, that they may not enter deep, 
that come too home and cloſe to their Hearts 2+ 
They cannot endure chat Conſcience ſhould be  * 
enlighten'd and awak'd, that its Tongue ſhould. 
be looſed ; this they think is intolerable, to 
raiſe a Storm within their own Breaſts, to di- 
{tneb cheir Peace, ' co deftroy their Hopes, to 
let in Terrors to arreſt and overwhelm their 
Souls; "They think they ſhall never recover. 
Peace and Comfo:t, or have their Wounds. - 


. healdiagain, if God's Plough ſhovld cut them © 
. N 4 oY 


_— ( 136 ). | 
I fo the very Heart : Doth not a ſhallow Furraw 
* proguce a flight Religion, and a ſaperficial 
- Chriſtianity in the World ? Inſtead of putting 
convincing Truths, inſtead of keeping aweken- 
ing Thoughts and Meditations on their Hearts, 
they rather keep them off at @ diſtance, and 
mot them out of their Souls. , O where ſhall we 

nd.an hambled Sipner crying out thus, 1 aw 
the map that hath riſen up againſt God, 1 have 
broken bu Yoke, and made bu Laws woid ; I baws” 
burſt his Bonds, and caſt away bis Cords from me; 
T, that am but a Worm, | have dared to walk 
coutrery, to God, and have enter d the Lifts with 
tbe Almighty; I, that am but a Potter's Veſſel, 
bave challng'd a Rod of Iron ; I, that, am | but 
| Chaff, Briars, and Thorns, have gontended with 
F. devonring Fire, with etrrnal burnings ; I have 
” exalted my Folly againſt Infinite Haſdom, and ſet 
wp my perpeorſe, wicked, rebellious Will, tn oppoſe- 
' Fien to the holy Law, the righteous Will of God : 
” theugh God bears up. the frame of Heaven and 
Earth by the Word of buys. Power, and doth not 
faint under thay great weight,. yet 1 have laid's 
” heavier burden ' on him, and cauſed him 10 com- 
- plain, that He u wearied by my Sins, Iſa. 43- 24 
"and '# preſſed under my Iniquities, as 6 Cart wu preſ- 
ſed under the Sbeaves, Amos 2. 13, How few 
Ephraim: are there found thus bemoaning' or 
F: ang thewlelres ? Men do indeed like ta. 
tread our the Corn, and eat the Fruits -of Mer-! 
cy, but will not follow the Plough, to convince! 


and 
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and” humble themſelves for Iniquity, How 
ſtrange is it, that Perſons will nouriſh in them» 
ſelves hopes of a comfortable and plentiful 
Harvelt hereafter, yee will not now plow and 
break up their fallow Ground ? Is it not an un- 
reaſonable Preſumption, to look for a Harveſt, 
when there hath been no Ground plow'd/ or 
Secd ſown ? Ki, 


Uſ 2. Examine your ſelves, Is your fallow 
Ground broken up ? have yon inclin'd your 
| Heares and feet your Hands 'to God's Plough ? 
Though the Earth doth nor feel” the Plough- 
ſhear, doth not know when the Husband- 
man doth till the Land, yet a Soul, cannat 
be both'a Plow-man and a plowed Ground 
but ic muſt needs be ſenſible of whar is d 
on, - and wrought within ic ſelf, Have you 
ever been pricked in Heart ? Ads 2. 37. Have 
God's Words been as Goads to prick you, as 
Nails to pieraſs you ? Have the Truths of 
God been as a ſharp Plow-ſhear, cutting and 
wounding your Souls ? "RY | 


'P - 


r. Did you ever come to your ſelves, and- 
ſo make a right judgment. concerning your 
ſelves; and your own Eſtate, with re (2) 
God- and Eternity, Luke 15, 19. that you ar' 
poor, empty, naked Creatures, that you ar 

ta diy Ground and barren Wilderneſs 
an, 'alj 


OVer- : 


like che Vineyard of che floarhful 'M 


< 
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overgrown with Thorns and Nettles, Prov. 24. 
30, 3,2? Jt would be bad for a Man to 
rent a great. Farm, and yet. not to have one 
| Acre of Corn ſow'd on it ; but is it not 
worle for us, that hold our Souls and. Bodies 
of God qur great Landlord, to whom we owe 
a great Rent of univerſal Obedience co his 
Laws, and yet not to have one Faculty of 
our Souls.ſow'd with precious Seed 2 For our 
Minds and Wills not to be Tables with the 
Law of God ; for our Veſſels to be empty, |: 
and deſticuce of ſpiritual Oyl ; for our Meal | | 
Not to be leavened by the Goſpel, and the | 
Houſes of our Souls co be empty, and not | | 
inhabited. by the Spirit of God ? Have we | 
diſcern'd our ſelves to be empty Vines, barren 
Fig-crees, unprofitable Servants? Our fallow 
Ground will neyer be broken up, till we are 
convinc'd how much we need” to be plow'd 
and ſowd. 
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- 2. Were our Souls ever rightly, duly, deep- 
ly affeted with our woful and wretched State ? 
Are Hearts broken, our Spirics wounded, our 
Souls as @ bruiſed Reed ? liaiah 42, 3: Hath 
the ſenſe of our guile, and God's wrath, fo 
' fallen and ſeized on our ſpirits, as to grind 
 - them as it were to Powder ? A prick in the heart 
_ 3s both painful and mortal, Adts 2. 37. this 

wounds the Old Man to death. How ſhall 
we, that are dead to ſin, live any longer there- 
þ | _w_> 
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in.2 Rom 6. 2.'.If.. an-Eartheh Veſſel he bro- 
ken to pieces, it. can\no more hold any 
or ſerve for any uſe, - as| when-it was 
If our Old Man. be Crucified,” if the Body of 
Sin. be- Deſtroy d, 'we. cannot ſerve: fin as be-- 
fore, If a Ground be Plow'd deap,- ;and the 
Roots of Weeds, that grew in it, be cat, they 
cannot flouriſh in that Ground'as before. 


3+, Have you received the ſeed of the Word, the 
 Doftrine of the Goſpel gladly ? , As 2. 41. 
the. Tidings of Redemption, the News of  Sals 
vation, been welcome to you ? And-as aNo- 
ble, and Generous Cordial, revived your faine- 
ing and languiſhing Spirits? And as a Sove- 
= -n Balſam, | h your bruiſed, broken 
Hearts? Have you, as drowning. Men, laid - 
hold on the Promiſe of Salvation'? As famiſh- 
ing Men, have you catched at the Bread of 
Life? Have you as weary, and heavy Laden 

Sinners, leaned on Chriſt ? Cane, 8. ſ and 
taken hold of the Hope fer before you 2 Have 
you, as a dry and Ny" drank 'in_ 
the ſpiritual Rain, and Dew from Heaven 

Heb, 6. 18, , And doth the (ced, | ſo: received, 
ſanRify you ? Doth the Word work effeQtually 
in your Souls? Heb. 6,79. Doth''it 'Leaven 
you, Fobn 17. 19. with Holinef,, Spirituality, 
and Heavenly-mindedneſs ? x Theſ. 2, 134. 


Y , » 4- Doth 


(azs)) 
"DarBiceht 62 the Word br [ 
V i your baarts \ und Aus CP; ypbfet 
vary the world-os lights, - ind" holy! b thi 
word" of bf# 3 Phil. 2.'r5,-16. b the ſweet 
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U SE 9. A avould Bubotg you 67 
Daty, O break your Fallow Ground. fey as 
" | AI 
-- When Adinh font nadbws tin var dx 
the Earohly Paradiſe, it was nectfary for Hit 
to become n\Hubahd-mety® and & Plow-man., 
Gems 3:23( "Gu" ſent bim "0 of the Garilew'bf 
Eden 10: Twll the ground, frbm (whence be "Was 
ba * Rn Bread could nbt B8 had without Plow: 
| and" * our Nattife was corrupted 
deprayedy: "all Hotmeſfs- and Righteoul- 
"nck © Footed our; that if "we break not wp 
or” Fallow:Gromid, no feed ' tart ' be fowed, of 
Fruit brought forch' to G68. To be | ira 
Plow-men,/ is an Employment neceflary fot 
_all Richand/Poor; Princes and Peaſants, No- 
"bleamen, and thoſe of low Degree, muſt "all 
{allot e'Plow, muſt all- attend ro break vp 
Ground ; this is 4 Work to be nee: 
k&ed by:none,- Men and Women muſt al 
frobeme "ma purſe it, For, | 


1. We are wholly uſeleb, and altogether 
pnproficable, i we' continue a Fallow Ground. 
It 


+ 
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| fra, Prov. 21. 4 The [acrifie of #be wicked isw' ©; 
| an - abomination, Prov. 15. 8. And the way of 


- 91h agg up the longer -it lies -Falloany i 


| the; more: they. over-run, over-fpreadj.ahd ear\ 
racing So here, the. Mind grows. 


_—_ ” 
It «warſe with ua, | wy} 9 
lies Follow, that may 
have-been credibly h_— — 
that-have been ſawed | ones a Year 
ed tho next 5 fo fefviceable is whe 
Mao, buc-if.. Men, lie allow, I 
Rom. 3.'4 They bring 
Gbd ; all their Religious, and Common 
Actions, ” are grievous. and diſpleaſing-to God, 
Tha projer of bim that twrneth away bu ear from 
beareng- - was $1.42; abomination' to. God, 
Pray. 28. 9. Tea, the plowing of the wicked. is 


the; wicked, that is,' bis common Adtions, ace{#9 
ſam,, Prov. 15, 9. "That which they offer is \ une | 
clean, and ſo is every work of them band:, Hags | 
2 14- Thus they are alcogether wnprofitalals; 

Rom. 3. 12: - $11 


2. If you lie Fallow, you will grow worſe aud 
worſe, The Old: Man grows ; yok cnotnggy 
Epbeſ. 4. 22. As a dead Carkaſs doth. 
more and more, and: become'more noilanbes 
upſawry, and! ſtinking, fo: ic is with the Bow 
dy; of, Death in us, Row. 7. 24; 'The\marwa 


more it i over-run with. Briars: and6 
Thorns; The deeper the Weeds. root) imv.it;\ 


more 
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hard; the Aﬀe&tions more ſenſual and carnal, 
*Tt is ſaid 'of ſome, That they have left off to 
take beed to the” Lord, Hol. 4; 10. And that 
they leave off Righteouſneſs in the Earth, Amos 
$S. 7. Evil 'men,, and ſeducers, wax worſe and 
worſe, 2 Tim. 3. 13. 


3- If you Plow not for God, you Plow for 
Satan. © It is' a wotul thing to drive Satan's 
Plow. - 1/aiab ſpeaks of fome, That draw ini- 
quity with cords ' of vanity, and ſin as it were 
with &cart-rope, Iſaiah 5. 18. It is a plain Al- 
lufion to drawing in a Cart, or drawing of a 
Plow, © how fad is it to be Satan's ſlaves, to 
draw i his Plow ? All the corrupt Reaſonings 
of Men, that God doth not ſee, obſerve, re- 
ſent their ſins; That he will 'never revenge 
them ; that God's threatnings are but vain 
words, as a deſpicable eccho, and the ſounding 
of the'mountains, Ezek. 7. 7. Thele are 
Cords of Vanity by which Men draw fin 
to themſelves ; buc though they are but Cords 
of Vanity, 'yer they draw as ſtrong, as if they 
were a thick Cart-rope. What bad Work do 
Satan's Plow-men, inſtead of breaking up 
their Fellow ground? They break God's yoke, 
burſt bu binds, "Jer, F. F- They brake the ever- 

ing Covenant, Iſaiah 24.5." Break God's Sta- 
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mote vain; more blind ; the Heart is more" | 


tures, Plal. 89. 31. Yea,God himſelf complains, ' 
Thee be is broken by their whoriſh beart, Ezek. | 
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6. 9. Thus ill 'are Men imploy'd, thet break+ © 

not up their Fallow ground. v4 

F 4. It is bonorable 6 yield mo mn Iris \ 
aig, The the earth is for all; the King' * 
by Fr is 4.2 by the Field, Ecclel, 5. —__ I 
is moſt true, That che King of Glory is ſer-. 
ved by a Field broken up, and ſowed. How' © * 
honorable is it, when our Proyer is the delight off © 
God ? Prov. 15. 8. And God delighteth im aur: 
way? Plal. 37.23. When our Offerings are plea-' 
ſant to the Lord? Mal. 3. 4. When we can ini- 
wvite Chriſ> to come into bu Garden, and eat of 
bu pleaſant fruits, Cant. 4. laſt. When we treat 
him with the ſpiced Wine of the juice of aun" 
Pomegranate, Cant. 8. 3. When our woice is 
” in Chriſt's ears, and our countenance r + 
co in Chriſt's eyes, Cant. 2. 14. I is for 
the glory of the Church, that Chriſt goes downto' 
feed im the Gardens, Gant. 6. 2. 


5. It will be our advantage to break ups 
our Fallow ground. - God bids our firſt Pay 
rents, to repleniſh the Earth, and ſabdue it, Gen. 
I, 28. That it js by Tillage pay Bicy to 
maſter the Earth, and compel it eo them, 
and bear Fruit to them; fo by breaking up 
' our Fallow ground, we ſubdue it to yield Fraie 
to God, . and: we. more appropring it, and- 
. | render it.ufeful co our ſelves. * One that 

writes. concerning Government and Obegi+ | 

Oo, ence, 
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' ceives, that this was the way-at firſt to di- 
vide, and appropriate parcels of the Earth to 
eicular Perſons; Fhat as \imuch! as a Man 
need of,, and could Plow and Sow, F. 
> en bis ewn. And he faith (it is fo 

© Spam at this day, That any Man. *may Plow 
©; Band, Sowy and Reap & for his own uſe, 
7 a - wichone + oppokiion, © or contradiction from 
E243 _ ne 3s by plowing, and breaking up of 


Maſiers of our ſelves, | ds more. poffebs our 
own Souls, ws Proprietors afe- chem, and as 
command, Rev. 1:5, 6: im them. So 
of "our Souls as*we Tilf,, 25 we break 
_ _ up, is d:vercd-to God, - and is a Portion: pro- 
> fitable to ony(ſelves; 'As ic.is the Riches of 'z 
” Huzbandmap; to hive m _y Acres: ſowed 
wich poot?” Cork; + wich. 'aſefal Grain ; o ir 
, Will be boch our -Honour, and Advantage; 
"to have many Years of our Lives fowed 
©, with the Fruits of Holinefs, and / Righreoul- 
- ne. If every Day, Monehy and'-Year, be 
| 1%q fſowed with | Fruir, that wilt abound to our 
.. account, ' Dewt. 4/17. how Rich, how, Hono- 
cl afe "We? | 


Gs Cogfites how: TEA and milerable» 
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praynd; that we: become more . 
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to Sir Robert + Fila) cen- 1 


42+ If we continue dead in ſins, Ephel. 2. 


| kill and choke it. So Goſpel-Truths will not 


Hearts are not broken. Till we lie down in -- 


dye bei; by onal ( T45 ) «vl win 4 3% 
To. x2, Werſhall loſe our. Seed time of Grace, : 
and our Harveſt of Glory. . We ſhall only” 
reap corruption and deſtruftion, Gal. 6. 8. and 
be reaped as Tares, to be caſ#' into. Frrnace 


of unquenchable Fire, Matt. 3. 12. Matt. 1 6% 


and do no good, we (hall at laſt be Carkann. 
ſes deſolate of all life and comfort, and ens 
joy no good to Eternity, 1/a. 66. laſt. Yea, 
Chriſt will fall on you as a weighty ſtone, and 2 
grind you to pouder, Matt. 21. 44. ; ; 


7. When we break up our Fallow ground, 
we begin todo ſomething in Religion. All 
is nothing that we do, yea, we are nothing 
as to pleaſing of God, till we break up our 
Fallow ground. The Seeds-man will not: ge 
forth to ſow,+ill the Plow-man goeth forth, 
and breakech up the Ground, As a Mar 
cannot Graft, till the Stock be cut to let 
Grafe, ſo a Husband-man cannot Sow all. 
the Ground be Plowed, and fitted to receive ©: 
the Seed. Corn will not thrive, that. is ſown 
on whole Land ; che Graſs and Weeds wi 


root deep, thrive, or proſper kindly, if our © 
our ſhame, Jer. 3. laſt. We cannot ffand in + 
grace, Rom. 5.2. Till we are convinced that 
We are enemies, we. ſhall not.cake hold of th&7© 
ward of Reconciliation. Till we find, = " 
383 I, eel ©; 


feel our ſelves. ſhut up, ander Sin and the 

” Cutrſe, we ſhall not liften to' Chriſt as a Re- 
; deemer, calling £s out of Priſon, Ta. 49. 9. 
into the Kingdom of God. And a vain 
Tſhew of Religion, will yield no more than 
2 vain ſhew of Happineſs ; if we bring forth 
no Fruit for Chriſt to eat, there will be no 
*Feaſt for us to enjoy. 


That you may break up your Fallow ground, 
obſerve theſe following Directions : 


x. Be convinced of this, and be humbled 
for this, That you have ſo long lain as a Fal- 
low ground. How evil is it, that Men have 
continued, perhaps twenty, thirty, forty, fifty 
Years, or more, a fallow Ground ? If a fallow 
did not farve a Hwbandman any other way, 
- but by being plow'd, fow'd, and bearin 
Carn, would it not be a great ſhame a 

whim, to ſee a Fallow to lye thirty, for- 
ror nity Years, and never to plow it all 
-— th while ? And ſhould it not grieve and 
”* afflit your Souls, that you have for many 
: Years lain fallow, and have brought forth no 
Fruits of Righteouſneſi” to God ? Feremiab \aith 
of Iſrael to God, They have ' done nothing of all 
that thou commandedſt them to do, Jer. 32.23. 
- Sinners' are wholly at Sacan's beck, dipole 
-. command; he hath been ſowing, grafting, 


and nurſing up his Tares'in them. O is 


- 


C447 )..;.5 7. 8 
this hamble «you, That the Devil hath been 
watering, improving, ſtrengthning your vile - 
Luſts and Atﬀeions, O that God ſhould 
{pare you ſo long, ſupport you by his arms - 
of Power, and ſupply you our of the Trea- * 
ſuces. of his Goodneſs, when you were not ? 
only, without, him, Zepb. 12. but allo againſt * 
him in the World ! It is a great Evil co be. - 

ithout God, as if 'there were no ſuch glo- 
wor Being, or you had no need of him; 
bur it is worſe to be againſt God, to walk * 
contrary to him; to fight againſt his Laws, 
and- Kingdom, as if he did bereaye. you of 
your Liberty and Pleafure, and enat Laws 
contrary to your Freedom, Comfort, and 
Happineſs. How have your Luſts conſu- 
med. your Time, and eat- up thoſe Years 
that ſhould have been Fruicful to God ? O' 
be ſenſible that you have defraudedy. God 
by not bearing good Fruits ; 'and & ar» -- 
dened him by the abundance of 
Fruit. 


:.2; When .yoq begin to break up your 
Fallow Ground, O call for, and ſeek after 

the Afliſtance of the ſpirit of God, to dire& 
the Plow, to put his Hand on it, that ie 
may .cut deep, You need that God ſhould * 
xak, with a ftrong Hand, 7/aiab 8: x1. That . 
e. Hand of the Lord ſhould be:with them 
that preach, As 11. 20, 21, That when 
s L 2 Mini» - 


# 


4 2/ 


Miniſters do firike the Rock of your hearts, 


"that che* Lord ſhould ſtand. on the Rock, 
"(Cas he' Promiſed Moſes) and cauſe it to 
* cleave, and to give out Waters of Peni- 
- tential Tears, Exod. 17. 6. | 


> In vain do Miniſters Thunder, and Light- 
en in the Conſcience, if the ſpirit of God 
- doth not fet home Convictions, and ſeal 
up Inſtrutions on the Soul. The ' Holy 
Ghoſt muſt Arreft, ſeize upon, and ſhut 
up the Soul in Prijony that elſe will go at 
Liberty, and be under no Reſtraint, either 
- from the Command, or Threatnings of God. 
- Tf Guile; and Wrath, do not lie hard, and 
* heavy, on the Soul, Men will not regard 
Reconciliation, Redemption, and Salvation, 
Thoſe that make light, yea, a mock at fin, 
Prov. 14. 9. will make light of Chriſt's 
- Feally and Salvation, Matt. 22. 5. 


emnecd the ſpirit of Chriſt to caſt 
ams of Light, and Conviction, about us, 
2nd to {hut us up under the bitter ſenſe of 
our | Tranſgreflions, and to make us ſuch 
cloſe Priſoners, as to ſhut out all the Worlds 
- Comforts from us, that they may be able 
'to adminiſter no ſupport, relief, or refreflts 
- ment to us, that we may wholly have ref 
-courſe ro Chriſt, and liſten to him for Con” 
 folacion. It is very contrary to Fleſh and 
' ETIE III OSSEED "OO 


TRe1. .. 
| Blood, for Men to acknowledge Te 
worthy of the Curſe, and to fay; Amen,” 
to it, - Deur. 27. laſt. But -if it be not thus,r 
how can we run to Chriſt, that Me the | 
Promiſes may be Amen to us throngh 
We cannot ſubdue our Souls. to 3: 
Tillage, 'if the Holy Ghoſt doth not, 
our Iniquities, Micah 7. 19. 


We' muſt take hold of God's -gra 
«bd free, Promiſes, to. incourage. us, to 
on this Tillage, and breaking up of _—_ 
low ground, 
"Adam was ſent out of the Gus Ty 
1 Pden.co Till the Ground ; but, this might 
- much: diſhearten him, That, the Fear hr 
Curſed ' for his fake ; Ang that God , 1 
threaten him, That it a. ring, forth I 
Thorns and Thiſtles to him z Thaw . 
ſhould ſpring up in his Plowed nd}, 
grow among his Corn. It is \$ "us tO 
plow and ſow under a Curſe; eak the 
Ground, and fow Wheat, aj Joo to: Reap, * 
Thorns, Fer. 1. 2, 13. They ſowed wheat, but Nor 
aped thorns, and 0 were rao: 
mus, A Harveſt of Thorns 
ry fad,” and ſhameful Crop ;.. but. d 
Men diſappoint God ?.. He fa 
Seed, yer, the Souls, of Sinners do Wh rib 
Briars and Thorns, O'S 8. * July theres. 
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 - 
fore | rh $Þ int Man, 
XK Rh thu od. EA 
F 3 but 'by V meyard brought forth wild grapes, 
1 rage 4. But this is a great incourage- 
© ment to. our Spiricual Husbandry, That there 
are 1» many great and precious Promiſes, 
> that Go!s'own Power. and Grace will . ac: 
EG. and fulfil. 1t is . ſaid, The Wh 
4 Il bloſſom as a riſe Ifa. 35-1 bot 
flood; of water ſhall”, be poyred ont. on. the dry 
” ground, to enric and. make it frunſw, 1a; 44 
F 1 That the* ſpiric” jall f poured” oue, ON 
the' g- of the Church, therein they 
+ ſhould ſpring up as the willows þ y the water- 
» courſes : One ſhould ſay I am the Lords, another 
o ſubſcribe, a7, as by writing bid himſelf 
- m0 the Lords Wa, 4 44: 4s 5. - That the deaf ſhould, 
q heay the word of the ook, Ila, 29. 18.1 W41 
| ſhould bear the. voce of the Son al God, 
md a 5. 25. 
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"-- Cres) 
ea Terople, Ja. '66. 28; TEM 
fore the Labours of God's: 
not be-in-'vein: LY | 
and: Seeds-men, fo they hall be: / 4 
men, Marr. 9. laft [The >- 4 they fow thowld# © 
ſpring up to a Harvelt, *Hearers ſhould be” 4 
verted,., gathered into the” Barw of. 
arch, there be threſhed and winewedfor 
Garner 'of Heaven,” Matt. 3. 12. What fweee | 
and incouraging. words are theſe, 1 will | wet | 
Laws \into their mw —_ Su ow : = 

bur 


] 


in their hearts, Jer 
as Pens, but the gt Corky handle theſe 
to/ write an- Epiſtle - with - chem, . w 
the Soul is dedicated to God and ( 


2, Cor, 3. 3, 


| How reviving are theſe: Words, Ezek 16 | 
'26, 27. 4'ineve: Heart: will I'grvt-10 you," # | 
new Spirig will 1 put within your: I will rats! | 
away the Heart of Stone, and grue 4 Heart" of F 
Fleſh,, My Spirit alſo wilt I put within you; * 
apd,' cauſe you; to:2alk in my Stazutesr, and my 
| my Conmananens: | 


As; Chrih..deth freak; ini bis) Mihiſters,” | 
21 Con. 13, 10; he works by Nig _ 6-4 


themy Merk 16; 20. how: gr ; 

niſters. elſe. Þe-+deterced <ne: phat 

Shall Horſes run on: the Rack ?'' will one 
may Qxen.? __ 6/12: | Sore Sted'fs" 
; 4 
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AT bet Lake 8/6; 'To' plow 
on a+ Rock is very uncomfortable; 

— Promiſe ' of God, 1 will take away the 

= of Stone, may bear up Miniſters againſt 

= tha Difficulties. - 


4. You-muſt verſſ and go" or in this 
Work of breaking up your fallow - Ground. 

As there are Fallows in the. viſible Church; 
many there do need Converſion 5 fo in the 
beſt of che, Saints:there js. a carnal and un- 
| # enerate-part, that wel may. -be "called a 


ay this Ground Tſhould' fill be" 
More Ground in the Soul ſhould 
"ſubdued, converted to Tillage ,, and 'ma- 
nured; there is Riill*a barren part,! there is 
" Atill a Soil that novriſhes Weeds, and is ovyer- 
run with® Thorns, this is to be broken up : 
g.are ſowldi-but in part, b_ Fruie but in' 
ts With our. fleſh we ſerve the Law" of Sin, 
(8. - ap Nebemiab 'complain'd', That 
"7 Captivity was turned, \yet the 
"ayers Servants in their own Land ; and it yiel- 
"ded much encreaſe to the Kings that GOD 
had ſet over them : becauſe of their Sins, Neh. 
«36, 37. the: Kings of Perſia were ſtill their 
and out of their - Labours they paid 
- Tribute, either in Money or Fruits, to them. 
— Bur how much more is this 'to be- bewail'd' 
- and lamented, that Sin and Satan” have yet 
55h Graund in- us that brarach: Beg oo 
[ nem 
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up our fallow Ground? Should not the 


ingdom of Chriſt, and the Coafts:of the 
New Creature be.more enlarged in us? 


Foſbus divided to the Children -of 1/rael 
even the Nations not yet conquer'd, and 
did yet remain in Canaan, and; encouraged 
the Iſraelites to fight againſt them, with this 
Promiſe, Ihe Lord your God ſhall expel them 
from before you, Jolhua 23. 4z 5. So all that 
is poſleſled by the Fleſh in us is divided to 
us, is to be the Portion and Lot of the New 
Creature. We ſhould ſtill therefore ,more 
crucifie and ſubdue the Fleſh, with its Aﬀe+ 
Rions and Luſts; the New Creature ſhould 
more caſt forth its Roots, and ſpread ics Brans- 
ches ; we ſhould gain more Ground from the 
Sea of Corruption, and turn more of our Souls 
to Tillage. 


5. We ſhould preſently ſet on this Work, 
and fall to break up our fallow Gromnd, "The 
Fews faid, The time was mot yet come, the 
time that the Lord's Houſe ſhould be built, Hag,' 
1. 2. So ſloathful Souls are: ready to fay, 
The time « mot yet come to fall to plow, and 
break up their fallow Ground ; they are 'yet but 
in their Youth, in the Morning of their days, 
two or three hours of theic day - will ſuffice 
to ſow Seed enough, and to provide for an 
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: Up Gut whole Day of Life. Kt is to 


pleyls" Tafinite God, it is to enjoy an 
Eterfialf Harveſt, that we plow ; God cannot 

ſow us tg\/kimfelf, Hoſea 2. ult. and we 

cannot fowW'to our ſelves in Righteouſneſs; and 

reap in Mercy: We cannot Bring our Sheaves 

with joy, and eat the Fruits of our doings with 
 comfore for ever, 7/a. 3: ro. if we do not break 
up our fallow Ground. We ſhould make haſte; 
and not delay to obey this Command of 
God; Pſal. 119. 59, 66, Do not mind' and 
purſue:the World, as if that were your great- 
. eſt Buſineſs and chiefeſt Happineſs ; conſider, 
= to mind earthly things is a great Gin, Phil. 3. 19, 
*  tobave' our Portion in the life is a fore Judp- 

zmenit, ' P/al. 17. 14.  bave their Backs conti- 

nually bowed' down, to look after and pur- 

ſhe: carnal things, is a dreadful” Curſe; Rom: 
© T1. 10, be perſwaded, b: convinc'd that it is 
+ high time to break up your fallow Ground, and 
E”” 2þ ſeek th Lord; O deſiie to be Go!)'s Huſl- 
” bandry;-1 Co. z. 9 O, cry to him co' enligh- 
| tin your. datk Minds, to break - your hard 
Hearts, to ſpicitualize your cainal AﬀeRions : 
Seek 'God diligently, ſeck-t:im with your whole 
Heart; ſeek bim continvally, that he would 
wrice his Law in you, ſtamp his Image on 
you; and'graft his Word in you, Fam. 1. 21. 
m by graft you inta Chriſf, and 
k gou inthe hhme of by Death and Rt 4 | 
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Feſt-: Sic this Tillage may well 
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Rom. 6. 5. to root and ground you in 
Col. 2. 7. Do not delay, do not defer this ne-' *% 
ceſſary Work of Spiritual Tillage, leſq hexeby _ 
you fall into the Snare of the Devil, lhae *.., 
now tells you it is yet too ſoon to fer on this + © 
Work, to break up your fallow Ground , Aﬀer J 
your long idleneſs and negligence, the Devil _ 
may change his Temptation, and ſuggeſt to 
you, that the time to break up your fallow ground 
4s now palt ; that it is too late to ſet on this _ 
| ork, when your Hearts are harden'd by tha © 5 
eceicfulneſs of Sin, your Day.of Grace is paſt, © 
God's Treaſury is lock'd, "his Fountain of Life . © 
is ſealed, his Bowels of Merey*I 
you muſt pine away in rou 
aud periſh tor ever. 
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